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La. law disallows most abortions 
WASHINGTON (qNS) - ^ouisiana s 

legislators late July 8 passed the country's 
toughest abortion legislation after the state 
Senate July 7 failed byi three votes to over­
ride Gov. Buddy Roemer's veto of an even 
tougher bill. j 

At a news conference July 9, Roemer 
said he would not act1 immediately on the 
new legislation, but called it "a| step in the 
right direction." 

The new legislation met his objection to 
the first bill, which (ianned all abortions 
except to save the life jof a mother and was 
passed by the House June 14 and the Senate 
June 26. The new bill would also permit 
abortions in cases of rape and incest — an 
exception the governor said a l along he 
demanded. 

Attorney General William Guste, a pro-
life advocate, had asked Roemer not to act 
quickly either way on the new bill, Roemer 
said, adding mat he would take i long look 
at the measure. He had 20 days in which to 
veto it. ! 

By law the legislative session was to end 
at midnight July 9, meaning that] if the gov­
ernor vetoed the measure a special session 
would have to be called to consider it. 

Intended to challenge the 1973 Roe vs. 
Wade decision mat legalized abortion, the 
new Louisiana legislation subjects con­
victed abortionists to one to 10 years uT 
prison and fines of between $10,000 and 
$100,000. Women having abortions would 
not be subject to penalty. 

By a 73-31 vote late July 6, the Loui­
siana House of Representatives overrode 
Roemer's veto of the earlier legis lation. 

The state Senate also voted 23-16 to 
override, but 26 votes were required. A 

move to reconsider the legislation was not 
used because the votes to override were 
still considered lacking. 

To avoid a rule requiring committee ac­
tion on new legislation, a bill that would 
have lowered penalties for assaulting flag 
burners was amended with the anti-
abortion measure, and then the flag-
burning sections were dropped. 

The Senate vote was 32-7. Within an 
hour, the House also approved it 83-22. 
Seventy votes were required to override a 
veto. 

Rep. Woody Jenkins, author of the 
tougher, vetoed bill, voted against the 
compromise but said he believed the bill 
could still be used as a court test on Roe vs. 
Wade should it become law. 

"This has been agony for everyone," he 
said. "Abortion is one of those issues 
every American will have to step forward 
on. 

Pennsylvania now has the nation's 
toughest law, which requires a 24-hour 
waiting period before an abortion can be 
obtained. 

A law passed earlier this year by the 
Guam territorial legislature bans 'all abor­
tions except to save the mother, but it was 
not being enforced pending a court test. 

In other abortionrrelated developments, 
Bishop James T. McHugh of Camden, 
N.J., reiterated a diocesan policy mat 
Catholic politicians backing legal abortion 
should not receive church honors, but he 
rejected excommunication of public fig­
ures. 

"In dealing with Catholics- in public 
life," Bishop McHugh said, "I do not see 
the use of. spiritual penalties as the most 

appropriate approach.'' 
He also said in a letter to his priests that 

they were empowered to remit excom­
munications of Catholics for procuring 
abortions, but he urged them to keep "a 
rough count" of those. 

Meanwhile, the director of a Corpus 
Christi, Texas, abortion clinic and a doctor 
who performed abortions at another clinic 
announced mat Bishop Rene H. Gracida of 
Corpus Christi had told them they had in­
curred automatic excommunication. 

Rachel Vargas, administrator of Repro­
ductive Services in Corpus Christi, said 
she was informed of her excommunication 
by a June 1 decree. She also said the bishop 
had sent her warnings in January and Mar­
ch. 

On June 30, Dr. Eduardo Aquino, who 
reportedly performs 60 to 75 abortions a 
month, announced that he too was excom­
municated. 

Elva Bustamante, who directs the New. 
Women's Clinic where Dr. Aquino works, 
said she had received similarly worded 
warnings but had not received a decree of 
excommunication. ' " 

A statement issued by the diocese said 
that Bishop Gracida was disappointed his 
letters had been made public. 

Other developments included: 
• The National Education Association 

convention rejected by voice vote July 6 a 
move to end the union's lobbying for abor­
tion rights. 

• A Michigan group opposed to abor­
tion said July 6 it had filed petitions with 
sufficient signatures to force legislative ac­
tion on a bill requiring parental permission 
for an abortion. 

AP/Wide World Photos 
FALLEN SON — A woman cries 
by the grave of her son at the 
Heroes cemetery in Bucharest, 
June 22, during a com­
memorative ceremony for peo­
ple killed during the revolution in 
Romania last December. 
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Evelyn Dreier Taillie 
Recently remodeled facilities to better meet your needs 

DREIER-GILTNER 
FUNERAL HOME, INC. 

1717 Portland Ave. 342-8500 
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FLOWERS FOR SYMPATHY 
n )rour time of sadness we offer sympathy, under­
standing and guidance nhen you need it most. 

We create all arrangements in 
accordance with your wishes. 

Feel confident to call on us , 
for an In Home Family Con­
sultation or visit one of our I 
locations. 
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W0 Flynn Road (at um 2410 Ridge Rd. W. 
(7M) 227-1474 
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Rochester Monument 
Co., Inc. 

Formerly Located at 
1575 Clifford Avenue 
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1130 Ridge Rd., Webster 
872-1827 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS OF THE ROCHESTER DIOCESE 

The funeral Directors listed herein offer pre-need and at-need services and counseling in accordance with the Catholic faith. 

v ROCHESTER GATES 

NULTON FUNERAL HOME 
Penfield, New Tfork 14526 

(716) 381-3900 

MATTLE FUNERAL HOME 
Rochester, New York 14609 

(716) 482-2440 

Set your mind at ease... 
Make your Funeral Arrangements 

with our Funeral Specialists 

Malcolm M. Nulton 
ASHTON-SMITH FUNERAL HOME 

Rochester, New York 14609 
(716)482-6260 

IRONDEQUOIT 

Paul W.Harris 
Funeral Home Inc. 

Richard P. Harris Charles E. Davis 
570 Kings Highway S. 

(corner Titus) 
(716)544-2041 

MONUMENTS 

WOOD FUNERAL HOME 
Rochester, New \brk 14624 

1 (716)247-6360 

James R. Gray 
PAYNE-NULTON FUNERAL HOME 

Macedon, New Tfark 14502 
(315) 986-7781 

Crawford Funeral 
Home, Inc. 

"Our Family Serving Ybur randy'' 
Located at 495 N. Winton Rd. 

(Between Atlantic & Humboldt) 
(716)482-0400 

DiPonzio Funeral 
Home, Inc. 

(Across from St. 
Theodore's Church) 

219 Spencerport Road 
Rochester, N.Y. 14606 

254-6672 

GREECE 

Arndt Funeral Home 
1118 Long Pond Rd. 

(south of Maiden Lane) 
lurking for over 100 cars 

Greece, N.Y. 14626 
Ronald John Arndt 
(716) 225-6350 

Vay, Schleich and Meeson 
. Funeral Home Inc. 
"Greece's Largest and Most 

Complete Facilities" 
2692 Dewey Avenue 
1075 Long Pbnd Rd. 
(716) 663-2100 

May Funeral Home 
George L May Jr., Raymond L Welch 

2793 Culver Rd. 
Rochester, N.Y. 14622 

(716)467-7957 

Mclaughlin Funeral -
Home Inc. 

John J. McLaughlin 
871 Culver Road 

Rochester, NY 14609 

(716)482-1847 

Schauman-Sulewski 
Funeral Home Inc. 

Edwin Sulewsld 
2100 St. Paul Street 

Rochester, N.Y. 14621 
(716) 342-3400 

Michael R. Yackiw 
Funeral Home 
1270 Norton Street 

Rochester, N.Y. 14621 
(716)544-5000 

If no answer 342-9300 
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2301 Dewey Avenue 
Opposite Holy Sepulchre Cemetery 

HART MONUMENT CO. 
Since 1856 

865-6746 

REICHAKT MONUMENT C(X 
348 Crestwood Blvd., Rochester, N.Y. 14624 
(off Buffalo Rd. one block east of Howard) 

235-4490 
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