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Mercy sisters adopt death-penalty resolution
By Lee Strong
Staff writer
ROCHESTER — The Sisters of Mercy
of Rochester have adopted a congregational statement opposing the death penalty.
The statement, formally ratified May 8,
1990, declares that the congregation opposes any form of the death penalty and
pledges "to promote legislation and other
means of action that provide: alternatives
to the-death penalty, systemic change in the
criminal justice system, (and) programs of
support for families of victims.''
The decision to ratify the statement
followed four months of reflection and
discussion as part of a "congregational
stance process." During that time, pro-

fessed sisters in the congregation considered such issues as the effectiveness of
capital punishment as a deterrent, discrimination in the application of the death
penalty, and what Scriptures say about
capital punishment.
At the end of the process, the statement
passed with a vote of 192-9, and two
abstentions.
With approval of die resolution, die
Sisters of Mercy Ministry and Justice
Committee may now speak for die congregation on death penalty issues, according
to Sister Sheila Miller, RSM, the sisters'
social justice coordinator. .
The Rochester-based congregation can
also become part of die Rochester Area
Coalition Against the Death Penalty, Sister

Miller said. Previously, she was a member
of the coalition, but was only able to speak
for herself or the Ministry and Justice
Committee, not for the congregation.
Copies of the statement were sent to all
legislative officials representing areas
where members of the congregation currently serve.
Sister Miller acknowledged that some of
the legislators objected to the language of
the statement, which bluntly describes me
death penalty as "state-sanctioned"
murder. "Some of the legislators ... said it
wasn't murder, it was self defense," Sister
Miller observed. "Self defense is when
you have no odier way to defend yourself.
We feel that mere are ways for society to

Sister McNiff steps down at St. James

HORNELL — Sister Mary Renee"
McNiff has resigned after 24 years as chief
executive officer at St. James Mercy
Hospital. The announcement was effective
July 1,1990.
At a meeting on June 22, the hospital's
board of directors appointed Paul Shephard
to replace Sister McNiff. His appointment
marks die first time the hospital has been
headed by someone other than a Sister of
Mercy.
Sister McNiff is taking a six-month sabbatical, which will include a theological
update at die University of Notre Dame in
South Bend, Ind. Following die sabbatical,
Sister McNiff will return as die chief executive officer for a new parent corporation, Mercy System of the Southern Tier.
The resignation was announced to
department heads in a letter, which detailed
me hospital's new corporate structure tiiat
will take effect in six montiis. The new
corporate structure includes St. James
Mercy Hospital, Inc., and SJM Properties,
Inc., which manages the medical office
buildings.
Two new corporations will be made up
of St. James Mercy Foundation, which will
"raise money for services that, though financially marginal, are impor ant for people in die area, such as dialysis and
clinics," and die Mercy System of die

planned to step down as CEO of the
hospital for several months, and the
culmination of die hospital construction
project provided me right timing for such a
career change. Sister McNiff will begin
her new position on Jan. 1,1991.
Shephard has been a member of the
hospital's administration team for 21
years. He is a graduate of the University of
Buffalo, where he received a bachelor of
science degree in pharmacy. He also earned a master's of business administration
degree from Xavier University in Cincinnati, Ohio.
Active in professional and community
organizations, Shephard and his wife,
Connie, live in Hornell. They have eight
children.

St. James Mercy Hospital

Sister Mary Renee McNiff
Souuiern Tier, according to Janis Conklin,
director of community relations.
The Mercy System of the Southern Tier
will coordinate me activities of me
hospital, SJM Properties, and the St. James
Mercy Foundation.
According to Conklin, Sister McNiff had

Alumni of Bishop Kearney High School
are seeking the addresses of lost graduates
astiieyplan several reunions.
Class of 1966: graduates will gather for
their 25th reunion in November, 1991. For
more information, send your address and
phone number to die school, or write
Maureen Bleier Agosto, 60 Townsend St.,
Rochester, 14621.
Class of 1970: plans in November,
1990, to mark its 20 anniversary of graduation. Those who need information should
write Ginny (Reinhardt). Singer, 1623
Bridgeboro Dr., Webster, 14850.
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4 and Christmas.
Model 1015 Riding Tractor
10 H.P. With 32" Deck
• 10 hp Briggs & Stratton l/C engine
• 5 speed with reverse
• Hydrostatic Transmission
• Standard 32" High-Vacuum Deck

Several Other Models
to Ghoose from!

*1699

10°o Down Payment • No Interest. Payments Until Oct. 21. 1990

Model 1862 Garden Tractor
18 H.R With 50" Deck

Model 800 Riding Mower
8 H,P. With 30" Deck

Model 1541 Garden Tractor
15 H.R With 46" Deck

• 18 hp Kohler engine • Hydrostatic
trans. • P/sttering • Welded steel
frame • Dual halogen headlights
• Full size battery • 8 position tilt
wheel steering • 5 position seat
• Hydraulic lift • SO" cutting deck
• Optional attachments

• 8 hp Briggs & Stratton engine
• Cast iron front axle • 12" x 5" front
tires • 15" turning radius
• CTV with cruise com.
• 3 0 " single blade cutting deck
• Optional 6 5 bushel twin bagger

• 15 hp Kohler Magnum engine
• Hydrostatic trans. • twin channel
welded steel frame • 6 position tilt
steering • 5 position seat
• 46" high vacuum cutting deck
• Dual halogen head lights
• Optional 10 bushel triple bagger

SAVE'970

SALE 35299
Model 1320 Lawn Tractor
1 2 5 H.P. With 3 8 " Deck
• 125 hp overhead valve Kohler
engine • Hydrostatic trans. • Welded
full lentgth twin-channel steel frame •
20" x 10" rear tires • Dual headlights
• 38" cutting deck • Optional 6 5
bushel twin bagger & other
attachments

List »2759 SAVE $460

SALE $2299

Alternative methods for dealing with
Uiose who commit murder might include
die life-witiiout-parole sentence being
touted .by* New York Governor Mario
Cuomo, Sister Miller said, Some form of
compensation for families of murder victims might also receive congregational
support she said, noting mat the sisters will
look carefully at any alternative that comes
to their attention. -.
As part of their discernment process.
Sister Miller said the sisters looked at studies which showed die death penalty did
not serve as a deterrent, was often applied
in a discriminatory manner depending on
die race of die victim, and.proved to be
considerably more expensive than imprisonment.
In addition to worries about tile moral
and practical issues surrounding executing
tiiose guilty of murder, Sister Miller noted
die congregation's concern over studies
claiming that between 1900 and 1985, 350
innocent people have been sentenced to
deatii in the United States — an average of
more than four people per year.
"Can you call killing an innocent person
'self defense?'" she asked.
The statement opposing the death penalty
is only the third such congregational stance
die Sisters of Mercy have taken. In 1982,
the congregation passed a stance opposing
nuclear weapons, and in 1988, the sisters
passed a resolution supporting sanctuary
and pushing for immigration law reform in
the United States.

Kearney alumni set reunion gatherings

MARRIED COUPLES - Bring some sunshine
into, your marriage
For reservations/info. - call
DENIS & CHARLENE LEPEL 328-1260
W/E Dates Aug. 10-12, Sept. 14-16, Oct. 12-14

List*6269

defend itself other than taking a life.''

List $1549 S A V E ' 2 5 0

SALE *1299
Model 1315 Garden Tractor
12.5 H.P. With 38" Deck

List*5399 SAVE*800

SALE $4599
Model 1535 Garden Tractor
15 H.P. With 38" Deck
• 15 hp Kohler Magnum engine

• 125 hp Kohler engine
« 5 spd. trans.
• Welded twin channel steel frame
• 38" high vacuum cutting deck
• Optional 65 bushel twin bagger

• Man. lift
• 38" cutting deck
• Optional 10 bushel triple bagger

List *2419 SAVE *420

List *4679 SAVE *780

SALE $1999

SALE $3899
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• 6 spd. gear trans,
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Class of 1971: plans a get-together in
May, 1991. To receive reunion information, write Toni Erb,337 Rahsfbrd Ave.,
Rochester, 14622.
Class of 1980: will celebrate its 10th
reunion in November, 1990. For more
details, write Vanessa (Capogreco) Moran,
185 Hartsdale Rd., Rochester, 14622. \
Class of 1985: set Sept. 28, 1990, as the
date for its five-year reunion. Alumni who
haven't already received information
should write Vina (Platania) Crandall,
70-B Romona Park, Rochester, 14615.
Reunion ticket money is due July 31.

Priest to lead meeting
on congress in Syracuse
ROCHESTER — Volunteers from the
Rochester diocese are needed to help promote the 1991 National Congress of the
Sacred Heart of Jesus in Syracuse.
Father John Ahern of Syracuse will host
an informational meeting at the Knights of
Columbus hall, 670 Thurston Road, on
July 24 at 7:30 p.m. Contact John Nolan,
716/328-8594, for information.

C r u i s e Keuka Lake
Lunch

Dinner

•

400 Passenger Dinner Boat
featuring
* 2 enclosed climate-controlled decks
* Open top deck
&• 2 bar and lounge areas
& H a n d i c a p accessible (1st deck)

Special All Day Cruises
•ir 1st Monday of each month (thru Oct)
£• Live bared, Food, Cards, Bingo, FUN!
Teen Cruises through the
Summer
•to DJ, Dancing, Snacks fir Soft drinks

Open

through

October

Call for reservations

CUbCadst.
Power Equipment

Sunday Brunch

PLUS, R e u n i o n s , R e c e p t i o n s , W e d d i n g s & P a r t i e s

(607) 569-BOAT
(2628)
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