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Blshop announces start of diocesan synod

By Lee Strong
Staff writer

ROCHESTER — Using June 17 — the

Feast of Corpus Christi — as the official

tarting date, Bishop Matthew H. Clark
has apnounced the beginning of the Dio-
cese of Rochester’s seventh synod.

The synod, the first to take place in the
diocese since 1954, is expected to conclude
in September of 1993, coinciding with the
diocese’s 125th anniversary.

In a statement announcing the synod,
Bishop Clark named Father Joseph Hart, a

- member of the faculty at St. Bernard’s In-

stitute, as director of the synod and as
chairman of a synod commission that will
oversee the three-year synod process.

Marcella Holtz, a member of Church of
the Transfiguration, Fairport, and a former
religious-education administrator at St.
Paul’s, Webster, has been named as assis-
tant director.

—

appointed to the commission. Their names
will not be released until August, when the
group is expected to begin meeting.

A diocesan synod is a process through
which a bishop consults with represen-
tatives of the clergy, religious and lay peo-
ple of his diocese. Current issues are
discussed, a vision for the future articu-
lated, and, in some cases, laws for the dio-
cese are enacted.

In Rochester, the synod will consist of
parish-level and regional meetings, and
will culminate’ with a diocesan-wide
assembly tentatively scheduled for
September, 1993, at an as—yet undetermin-
ed site.

In his announcement Bxshop Clark said
his hope for the synod “*is that it will build
from the grass roots; that- ww involve as
many people as; pogslble i
that it will address some.of the ontstandmg

 igsues which face us as.a 10(:41 church, and

that it will “arrive at specific and

)
liscussions, 1

measurable recommendations for actnon, to -

which we wxll commit our energies and our
resources.’

In an interview with the thhohc'

Courier, Bishop Clark said the ;synod
would provide a vehicle for doing ‘‘broad
pastoral planning”” for the Rochester dio-
cese in the coming years.

Father Hart told the Courier that the
synod will have three goals: to develop a
unified pastoral plan, to ‘‘celebratz who we
are as a diocese,’’ and to educate people in
the diocese about the questions andissues
facing the diocese.

. Neither +Bishop Clark nor Father Hart
wnshed to elaborate about what_specific
issues the synod might address, preferring
to leave the choice to the commiSsion and
to the groups gathering in parish and
regional meetings. In his statement an-
nouncing the synod, Bishop Clark observ-
ed that the synodal process will; begin

“with a grass-roots survey to arﬁ-we at

synodal themes.’’

In the interview, however, Bishop Clark
acknowledged that during listening . ses-
sions conducted in the fall of 1989 to de-
termine whether the diocese should con-
duct a synod, a number of general themes
emerged, including education, the social
mission of the church and the implications
of baptism.

Many of these issues have been con-
sidered by other groups and projects con-
ducted in the diocese in recent years, and
Bishop Clark pointed out that the synod
will build upon the work of those groups,
not repeat what has already been done. He
noted, ‘‘One of the virtues I see in the
synod is to pull those separate streams
together.”’

In selecting themes for the synod, the
various groups determining topics will
have to keep in mind what a synod of this
sort can deal with, Father Hart cautioned.

Continued on page 14

An additional 20-24 members are to be

Solemnity of the Body apd Blood of Christ
June 17, 1990

Is not the cup of blessing we bless a sharing in the
blood of Christ? And is not the bread we break a shar-
ing in the body of Christ? Because the loaf of bread is
one, we, many though we are, are one body for we all
partake of the one loaf.
L R - ICorinthians 10:16-17

My dear Sisters and Brothers:

Grace-and peace from God our Father and the Lord,
Jesus Christ.

Since I became your blshop 11 years ago, I have
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of Rochester. My hope is that
which begins ofﬁcxally with thi
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Synods are not néw i the church In Acts.15, we read
Peter argued successfully that thére, be rio unnetessary.
burdens placed on the shoulders of converts. Jfrom-among
throughout the history of the church.
We have had six synods in the Diocese of Rochester.
The first was called by Bishop Bernard J. McQuaid in
. 1875, and the last was called by Bishop James E.
Kearney in 1954. These synods took a different form
from synods that have taken place in the church since Va-
tican Council II, but they all gave testunony in their own
way to the vitality of our local church.
My hope for this our seventh synod is that it will build
from the grass roots; that it will involve as many people
as possible in the discussions; that it will address some of

about one of the earl; sﬁcﬁ gamermgs, during which. .

Seventh SYNOD

the outstanding issues that face us as a local church; and
that it will arrive at specific and measurable recommen-

dations for action to which we will commit our energies/

and our resources. We will not duplicate work that
already been done. Rather, we will attempt to integrate
the fruits of that work into the synodal process and build
on them in a systematic way.

I hope that in the process of the synod, all of the several
ethnic, racial, political, geographical and theological
points of view that constitute the wonderful living mosaic
of our diocese will find a voice. This will help us to ap-
;he synod as a time of grace and an opportunity
of Rochester to reflect on her life; to ap-
ther, and joins us in faith and
ur differences; to establish
. QUr cCoOmunity as we move

_promotes the kind of
Eus to be. No less

3 Suppoited with equal enthusiasin by 6us; Diocesan
ral Councll In addms?n to the cgunsel offw;gd by

tory of our diocese. In
'cxpatxon wﬂl b&%’ntlcal in makmg

deepen" I what w4 do e change? What are the
critical 1ssjues thal ﬁme us? Where should we céscentrate

ey bear Christ in their hearts in a specna;%way We
¢ed to learn from them and help them escahé | m the

the Gentiles. Regional and diocesan synods afé weoven. |. D

¢ our sisters and brothers who merit the particular care
of the community because of their special human condi-
tions or circumstances. I think of those who mourn; those
who struggle with long-term illnesses; women bearing
undesired pregnancies; persons crushed by drug addic-
tions; and so many, many others — young and old — who
suffer in profoundly human ways.

® our sisters and brothers who are new members of
our faith community — for example, Asian and Hispanic
men, women and children who look to us for welcome,

understanding and help. We need to embrace them and

their gifts gently offered to our local church.

While I hope that. we will challenge ourselves with
outward vision and stretch out our arms in love to all
God’s people, I also know that we cannot do-everything
in this one synod. We will need under the guidance of
God’s Holy Spirit to be selective in the focuses we
choose. We will radically depend on God’s Spirit, work-
ing through the prayer and wisdom n of the whole com-
munity and so leading us to commuinion with the greatest
needs and most precious resources of the Body of Christ.
We will need with God’s unfailing hélp to act carefully
and reflectively, surrendering ourselves to what we
discern Christ most asks of us at this time in history in
this place.

In light of these reflections and after broad consultation
— and begging the gifts of the Holy Spirit — I hereby
convoke a synodal process that will culminate in the
seventh canonical Synod of the Diocese of Rochester, to
be held in Rochester in September of 1993, the 125th an-
niversary of the founding of the diocese. _

The synodal process will begin in 1991 with a grass-
roots survey to arrive at syn themes. Parish synods
followed by regional synods discuss these themes,
set priorities and formulate recommendations in the fall
of 1992 and spring of 1993.

I bave named Father Joseph A. Hart to be the director
of the synod and Mrs. Marcella Holtz as assistant direc-
tor. A Synodal Commission charged with guiding the
synodal process and enlisting your thoughtful partnership
in this endeavor will be formed. I wish to thank you from
the beginning for your prayers, your efforts, your par-
ticipation with me in our synod

May God who is the origin of all that is good, the sus-
tainer of all that is holy and the end of all that is worthy
bring this synod to a fitting completion!

Your brother in _Christ,
+ I Claus

+ Matthew H. Clark
Bishop of Rochester

Thursday, june 21, 1990
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