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By Rob Cullivan
Staff writer

ROCHESTER — About this time last
yeat; Thomas Bahr was distraught over the

closing of Our Lady of Good
Counsel/Genesis Catholic Junior “High in
Rochester, where he was principal.

Now he finds himself in the unenviable
position of watching another school close,
St. James in Irondequoit, where he now
serves as principal.

‘This time, however, Bahr is trying to put
a more pleasant face on his experience. *‘I

don’t like to talk about losses,’” he said of

the closing, later adding, ‘‘I’d rather look
forward than backward.

Bahr’s attitude mirrors that of many
school officials and parents in Monroe
County’s northeast quadrant who — at the
end of the first year of school reorganiza-
tion and reconfiguration — give the
quadrant governing board and diocesan
officials passing grades on coordmatmg the
tra.nsmon

To an extent, some parents and parish
officials still harbor resentment toward the
diocese, but school officials noted that, for
the most part, parents and particularly
students have accepted the quadrant
system.

Four quadrant schools closed last year.
St. James, will close later this month. A
_ diocesan-operated junior high was alsg es-
tablished in Irondequoit, and will open in a
wing of Bishop Kearney High School this
fall..

Approximately 2,100 students were
enrolled in northeast schools in 1989-90,

about 1,900 enrolled this year. According

to diocesalgofﬁclals, this year’s figure was
about 75 stiidents more than expected.
A governing board made up of parish

and school representatives was established

last summer to oversee the schools, whose
budgets were, combined and financed by
parishes with and without schools.

Northeast quadrant officials pointed to a
parents’ survey conducted last February as
evidence . of acceptance, and to a degree,
support for reorgamzanon,
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St. James School students page through books being given away in prep-
avation for the school’s closing. From left, students are Shalynn Dunne, Kate

Babette G. 'AugusﬂnIStaff photographer

Driscoll, Mariette Gordiniere and Heather SIebert.

Questionnaires were sent to the homes of
all parents in the northeast. In addition to
asking about the need for quadrant gover-
nance information, the questionnaires also _
sought feedback on the experiences:of both
parents and children over the last year.

About 30 percent, or 412 surveys, were

returned — a response that the diocesan
Department of Communications claims is
high. Of those who returned the survey, 77
percent stated that their children had not
changed schools due to reorganization,
while 23 percent had sent thelr offspring to
a new school.

Highlights of the survey included the
following conclusions:

o Although 75 percent said ‘‘schools are
doing an excellent job of communicating
with parents,”” most respondents want
more information on quadrant governance.
Parents particularly wanted to know more
about such areas as tumon costs and
‘‘where the money goes.”’

Second-grader Danny Deiure cleans
out his desk for the last time.
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* A majority of respondents said -that
reorganization had gither no impact or a
positive impact on students and parents.

But 30 percent of the parents, particularly’

those whose children had moved, viewed
reorganization in a bad light. Generally,
the survey noted, they criticized the idea of

reorganization itself, not its implementa-.

tion.

¢ More than 80 percent agreed that their
children, if moved from a closed school,
had ‘‘merged into the student body and life
of the (new) school.”’ Nonetheless, some
*‘stated they still have concerns.”’

¢ Almost 75 percent of parents whose
children changed schools said they had
good relationships with staff and other
parents at the new school.

¢ Fifteen percent listed ‘‘more oppor-
tunities/classes available’’ as benefits of
reorganization, while ‘‘a numbkr’’ listed
no benefits or said benefits remain ‘‘to be
seen.”’

® Given an opportunity for additional
comments, 25 people wrote that they want-
ed more information about the quadrant,
and 21 people expressed resentment
toward the reorganization.

Anger toward the quadrant governing
board and the diocese can still be found at
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish, where
a 140-student school shut down last June.
At the time of the closing, many of the
school’s parents — half of whom were non-
Catholic, and the majority of whom were
either black or Hispanic — saw the closing
as an abandonment of the diocese’s com-
mitment to the inner city.

““The Hispanics felt they had lost another
service to them,”” commented Father Neil
R. Miller, OLPH’s pastor. ‘‘They have a
history of losing Hispanic parishes, and the
Hispanics felt they lost again.””

To buttress his assertions, Father Miller
pointed out that — following the closing —
only 12 or 13 OLPH students enrolled in
another northeast quadrant school. The
pastor acknowledged that some might
criticize his parish for not encouraging
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