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Prelate clarifies abortion views

MILWAUKEE (CNS) — Responding to
press reports on his May 20 statement on
abortion, Archbishop Rembert G.
Weakland of Milwaukee wrote to a local
paper, ‘I ... strongly uphold Catholic
teaching and that certainly includes the

" church’s teachmg on abortion.

*“‘Abortion is the taking of human life
and therefore morally wrong,’” he added.

Archbishop Weakland made his com-
ments in a letter to the Milwaukee Sentinel,
the city’s daily morning newspaper, after
the paper ran a page-one story in its May
21 edition that carried portions of an inter-
view with him under the headline,
““Weakland: Pro-choice could be OK.”’ A
subhead declared the archbishop’s stance

replied:

‘‘at  odds with Ué conference of
bishops.”’

““‘Some clarlﬁcatlon’s are necessary,”’
said Archbishop Weaklhnd s letter.

According to the Sentinel article, when |
Archbishop Weakland was asked if one

could be a good Catholic and still hold a
pro-choice opinion, {depending on the
definition used for ' ‘‘pro-choice,” he

“Yes. There are - possibilities
there. One could raLoncxle their stance
with a church posm(ﬁn I think that is a

possibility.”’
He declined in the ﬁntervxew to spell out

a universal dlvndmg line that would deter-

mine who is in or outjof the church, saying
“‘that is very danger¢us.”” He would have

USCC supports limited renewal
of trade agreement with China

WASHINGTON (CNS) — Extending
most- -favored nation status to China offers

“‘an opportunity that should not be
missed’’ for emphasizing that nation’s
obligations to ensure human rights and
religious freedom, Archbishop Roger M.
Mahony of Los Angeles told President
Bush May 22.

The archbishop, chairman of the U.S.
Catholic Conference Committee on Inter-
national Policy, commented in a letter
released by the USCC, the public policy
agency of the National Conference of
Catholic Bishops.

Bush announced May 24 that he was
providing a one-year renewal of the pref-
erential-trade status for China, which
crushed a pro-democracy movement in
1989 and is suspected of widespread
religious repression and other human-
rights abuses.

Not extending the trade benefits would
harm ‘the Chinese people as well as
American business interests and Hong
Kong, which acts as an intermediary for
much of China’s trade, Bush said.

Archbishop Mahony told Bush “‘we
believe that the annual renewal of China’s
most-favored nation trade status, which re-
quires your certification, provides an op-
portunity which should not be missed of

the recipient foreign country enjoys the
lowest permissible tariffs on its goods im-

‘ported into the Umied States. Despite its

exclusive-sounding ‘name, the status is
granted to many U. # trading partners, in-
cluding South Africa and Iraq, whose
human-rights records also have been ques-
tioned.

Bush said that mo!st-favored-nation status
is “‘not a special favor’’ but the basis of

commonplace worldwide trade.
)

to “‘talk with each one’’ individually, he
said.

The article also included follow-up reac-

~ tion from others regarding the 5,000-word

statement Archbishop Weakland had
released the previous day in which he
reflected on what he had heard during six
“‘listening sessions’> on abortion he con-
ducted with Catholic 'women in the ar-
chdiocese this spring.

In his letter to the newspaper, Ar-
chbishop Weakland described the terms
“pro-life”” and ‘‘pro-choice’” as ‘‘so
highly associated with the political agenda
of many in this country that to use them
results frequently in bitter polarization....
Too often ‘pro-life’ has become ‘anti-
abortion’ and ‘pro-choice’ has meant ‘pro-
abortion.’

*“To the Catholic women attending the
abortion listening sessions,”” he continued,
*‘these terms had far broader meaning. To
many, pro-life means upholding the dignity
of all human life, from the womb to natural
death. .To many, pro-choice means
recognizing the freedom with which the
Creator has endowed women and men of
good conscience to face all moral ques-
tions.’’

He said few of the women at the sessions
“‘would have categorized themselves as be-
ing either ‘pro-life’ or ‘pro-choice’ in the

Continued on page 11

/Wide World Photos
ENOUGH WITH KILLINGS — Ap-

proximately 3,000 people gather
in front of the Senate building in
Manila Friday, May 18, to urge
the government to extend the
lease for U.S. military bases.
Supporters also condemned the
recent killings of two American
servicemen outside one of the
military bases north of Manila.
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Developing
priceless assets...

Developing a young person’s talents,
, skills and intellectual gifts takes a long
© time. It requires professional expertise,
patience, commitment and faith in the
future. . t

ensuring that China’s leaders understand

that their continuing denial of human and
. religious rights has a price.”’ :
j The USCC supports *‘a time-limited cer-
: tification conditioned on significant im-
provement in human rights and in freedom
of religion, which, at the very least, should
include the early release of all imprisoned
religious leaders and political prisoners,”’
the archbishop added.

He noted that ‘‘we have evidence that as
many as 50 Roman Catholi¢ bishops and
priests may be under various forms of
detention or house arrest in China today.

J *‘In addition,’” he continued, ‘‘there are
‘ the many hundreds of Chinese students and
workers who are still being held without
charges or trial in the aftermath of the
crushing of the popular cry for justice at

i Tiananmen Square one year ago.

*“The millions of Chinese who seek to

Catholic Near East Welfare Association
supports education at all levels, from
kindergarten through university, includ-
ing special schools for the handicapped.

We help build and staff schools. We
provide them with desks, books and
equipment. We helped establish
: Bethlehem University, the only Catholic
institution of hxgher education in the Holy Land. We encourage talcnted young
students to stay in their homelands and help their own People. -

Invest in the future. Contribute to the education of young people in the dedle
East, India and Ethiopia. )

practice their faith without fear and work - o S - T S S 0 S - - - - -
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