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restricts hairstyles for graduation 
BySeanMcNamara 
Freelance writer 

ROCHESTER - When 87 Nazareth 
Academy classmates cross the stage of the 
Eastman Theater to receive their high 
school diplomas June 25, Tonya Harding 
will be watching from the audience. 

In March, school officials told Harding 
and another senior, Lauren Maslanka, that 
unless they allowed their partly shaven 
hairstyles toj grow out, they would not be 
able to participate in Nazareth's 118th 
commencen ent ceremony. 

Maslanka decided to go along with 
school officials' request. "I was backed 
into a wall,'' she said of her decision. 

Harding, however, chose to forego the 
graduation ceremony in order to keep her 
hairstyle intact. 

"I didn't think one day — graduating 
with my class — would be worth two mon­
ths, of growing my hair back," explained 
Harding, who said she feels comfortable 
with her hairstyle. "When I cut my hair 
this way, I feel really good about myself.'' 

Regardless of Harding's and Maslanka's 
feelings about their appearances, neither 
girl's hairstyle is proper for a Nazareth 
student, according to Sister Mary Clouser, 
assistant principal for student affairs. 

"Our graduation is a very formal 
graduation,]' Sister Clouser said. "It was 
our feeling that the hairstyle didn't fit with 
the formality of the celebration. It would 
detract from the ceremony^ 

"It is a group ceremony, and it is for all 
of the class. (Harding's and Maslanka's) 

Babette G. Augustin/Staff photographer 
Nazareth Academy senior Tonya Harding peers through the wrought-iron 
gates of the Village Gate mall, Rochester. Because of her unusual hairstyle, 
Harding is not being allowed to take part in the graduation ceremony. 

Graduates, parents object to new policy 
By Rob Cullivan 
Staff writer 

IRONDEQUOIT - Bishop Kearney 
High School's graduation this year prom­
ises to be a family affair — if the families 
go along with the administration's plans, 
that is. 

Several parents and students angrily ob­
jected to the high school's blueprint for this 
year's ceremony, which was outlined in a 
letter from Brother John J. Johnson, CFC, 
principal. The letter was sent home to 
parents and seniors over the weekend of 
May 11. Graduation is set for June 3. 

The letter explained mat Kearney's 25th 
commencement exercises would em­
phasize the theme of "family" and noted 
that each student would be assigned three 
seats, two of which were reserved for their 
parents. The letter added'that parents 
would accompany theirchild on stage to 
receive his or her diploma. 

In previous years, Kearney seniors sat 
together as ja class for commencement, and 
each student walked on stage alone to 
receive his or her diploma. Barbara 
Jablonski, school spokeswoman, explained 
mat the new policy was put in place by 
Brother Johnson who had called other 
schools operated by his order and asked 

how they had commemorated their signifi­
cant anniversaries. 

"I even heard of a college] that did this 
20 years ago," Jablonski said, noting that 
the idea of asking families to participate in 
commencement ceremonies { is nothing 
new. j 

Yet several students maintained, 
however, mat most of Kearney's senior 
class was upset by the change in the 
graduation policy. 

"Well I was kind of surprised.by (the 
policy) because it seems so late in the year 
to make changes and ... tell us about it," 
said senior Christine Jodoin, adding that 
she wanted to "sit as a class, not spread 
out," from her classmates. 

"I didn't like the idea at all," com­
mented senior Michelle Pecjor. "They've 
never done this before at Kearney. This is 
one of the last times (the senior class will) 
be together. It's unanimous that no one 
wants this." I 

The students expressed their unanimity 
by staging an early morning sit-in in the 
school's main lobby Thursday, May 17. 
About 100-150 seniors took part in the pro­
test, according to Nancy Schumacher, a 
sit-in participant. 

Schumacher said: the students didn't 

know that while they were occupying the 
lobby, Kearney's student council presi­
dent, John Hutchinson, was meeting with 
Brother Johnson to outline the seniors' ob­
jections to the commencement policy. 

Hutchinson said the students objected to 
the policy for several reasons, among thena 
the possible embarrassment caused to 
students whose parents were divorced, 
unmarried or deceased. He also echoed 
several other students' comments regar­
ding their desire to receive their diplomas 
unaccompanied by their parents. 

"The fact (is) mat it's a rite of passage," 
Hutchinson said of commencement. "We 
never wanted our parents to be holding our 
hands... They'd much rather watch us take 
the first step." 

Brother Johnson left his session with 
Hutchinson to meet the students in the 
lobby, where he told them he was already 
meeting with their student representative. 
The students eventually dispersed, 
observers said, and the principal, noting 
the objections from students and some 
parents, revised the policy. 

The new policy was explained in a sec­
ond letter from Brother Johnson sent home 
on Friday, May 18. The letter stated mat 
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hairstyles may cause heckling and gasping, 
and could result in the next girl in line not 
getting recognition" from the audience, 
the assistant principal added. 

Yet die two students have worn their 
controversial haircuts since the beginning 
of the school year, They claim that prior to 
March, school officials gave neither girl 
any indication that her hairstyle was con­
sidered a problem.' 'I was just another per­
son in the hall till (March)," Maslanka 
said. 

But since March, Harding alleged, 
school officials have singled her out for 
other disciplinary actions as a result of her 
hairstyle. Sister Clouser said, however, 
that such disciplinary actions were 
unrelated to the hairstyles. 

The controversy has polarized Nazareth 
students, according to a signed editorial 
commentary written by the school's public 
relations director/journalism instructor, 
Sister Mary Anne Coughlin, and published 
in the March issue of The Gabriel, 
Nazareth's student newspaper. 

"This division into camps over haircuts, 
individuality, is way out of whack!" 
asserted Sister Coughlin's Gabriel editori­
al. "Regulations are made with all in mind 
and for the general smooth operation of 
tilings. Not as penalties. 

"A long tradition does not just cease to 
be, just to make (an) exception for two — it 
continues to include the all," the editorial 
continued. ' "There are plenty of times for 
displays of one's individuality, but the 
Eastman stage on graduation evening is not 
one of mem." 

Maslanka also charged mat school offi­
cials said in March that her hairstyle and 
that of Harding might be "associated with 
skinheads or Nazis." Both students deny 
any involvement with such groups. 

Sister Clouser responded by explaining 
that officials did not mention such groups 
by name, but mat they did ask the girls to 
consider the types of organizations com­
monly associated with similar hairstyles. 

Harding says her hair is an expression of 
her personality, and has nothing to do with 
extremist politics. She argued mat the 
school's ban on her hairstyle at graduation 
puts too much emphasis on conformity and 
appearance. "Diversity is good. It concen­
trates more on the person and what they 
can do rather than just looks," she said. 

Although Harding and Maslanka have 
responded differently to the school's 
ultimatum, both expressed feelings of 
alienation from the school. 

"It feels pretty bad," Harding said, 
noting that only some of her friends have 
supported her, while others "just like the 
soap opera of it. 

' 'I deserve graduation as much as anyone 
else, and I shouldn't be denied that because 
of the way I look,'' she said. 

Contains reporting by Teresa A. Par­
sons. 
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LEAVE THE CAR AT HOME 
SKIP THE PLANE ... TAKE THE 

ATLANTIC CITY 
Midway Air to 

Philadelphia.Amtrack to 
Boardwalk 

$I11M Round Trip 
Ask about Hotel Add Ons 

AMTRACK TO YOUR 
CRUISE SHIP 

Cruise New England 
1 Week from $835M p,odM. 
or Bermuda - Nordic Prince 

7 Days from $1060" 
p.p.dM, 

SENIORS 62 AND OVER Four: One Way Airline Tickets - $38400 
Good for anywhere in the USA 

p.p. 

Jean 
Brown 
Travel 

Inc. 

889-9090 
3220 Chili Ave. 

MON-FRI 9-5; SAT 10-5 By Appointment 
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MEMORIAL DAT FOOTWEAR VAULES 
EXPIRES JUNE 30 , 1 9 9 0 
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* ON THE FOLLOWING MERCHANDISE ONLY: I 
I Wecbok Sneaks Regularly $22.95 and up I 
| Peak Sneaks Regularly • 17.95 and up | 
| Flexible Leather Walkers Regularly 8 22 .95 i 

Limit One Coupon Per Customer. Not vulid on sale merchandise or other specials. Z 

Our fitters are experts in fitting balby's and children's shoes... WE CARE. 

SULLIVANS' Shoe Co. 
Ph. 442-8730 - 14 EDMONDS ST. 
(Runs south opposite 516 Momve Ave.) 

Open Daily, 10a.m. to 5p.m; Tburs. til 8p.m. 
Closed Wednesdays & Sundays 
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