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By Judith Trojan
Catholic News Service

NEW YORK — A lackluster Cold War
thriller, *“The Fourth War”’ (Cannon). il-
lustrates how two off-kilter colonels — one
American and one Soviet — do personal
battle on the Czechoslovak-West German

- border circa 1988.

This pointless effort, based on a novel by
Stephen Peters, who co-wrote the
screenplay, was directed by John
Frankenheimer (‘‘The Manchurian Can-
didate’’) as if the protagonists deserve our

"attention and concern. They don’t.

Basically, Col. Jack Knowles (Roy
Scheider) and Col. Valachev (Jurgen Pro-
chnow) are has-been officers in search of a
battlefield.- With no more wars to fight,
they attempt to start one on their own.
Vietham vet Knowles causes problems
wherever he’s stationed, to the consterna-
tion of his mentor and protector, Gen.
Hackworth (Harry Dean Stanton as an off-

» beat choice for this role).

After he witnesses the merciless murder
of a Czech defector, Knowles instantly

begins to harass the Soviet guards by slipp- .

ing over the border half-soused, tinkering

with their radar equipment and finally bur-

ning down their watchtower. This

malicious mischief is so senseless and in-

fantile that Knowles loses all credibility as
a character and movie hero at this point.

When his incendiary actions are address-

ed by his Soviet counterpart,

" oblivious to the insanity of hj

he agrees to help an exil

imitation) slip over the border to retrieve
her daughter. This bit of intrigue is
ludicrously suspenseless.

In the end, Knowles and Valachev battle

it out onelon-one knee-deep in the snow-
and ice-covered strip of land separating
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"West Germany and Czechoslovakia.
Meanwhile, their respective troops zero in
with loaded tanks, helicopters and
sophisticated weaponry. When the blood-
soaked, frosty duo find their fists useless,
they face off with snowballs at final fade.
The 'title of the film apparently ‘reflects
Albert Einstein’s prophecy that "although
the third world war may be fought with

nuclear weapons, the fourth will be fought-

with stones. This is a jolting prognostica-
tion. Stanley Kubrick (‘‘2001: A Space
Odyssey’’), where are you when we need
you?

Due to some profanity and pointless,
grisly climactic violence, the U.S. Catholic
Conference classification is A-III — adults.
The Motion Picture Association of
America rating is R — restricted.

‘Cry-Baby’

Fresh from the success of his 1988 hit
““Hairspray,’’ writer-director John Waters
has concocted another offbeat musical
bonbon' with *‘Cry-Baby’’ (Universal), a
film for those leather-coated, pom-
padoured juvenile delinquents who held
court on U.S. soil circa 1954.

Again partial to his home turf, the
onetime king of camp satirically zeroes in
on the two teenage factions, the.*‘drapes’’
and the ‘‘squares,’’ at large in Baltimore
during those heady pre-rock rockabilly
days.

Sparks fly when Wade ‘““Cry-Baby”
Walker (Johnny Depp), a ‘‘drape’’ gang
leader from the wrong side of the tracks,

; | falls hard for Allison Vernon-Williams
(Lara Harris in a bad Idgrid Bergman

(Amy Locane), a beautiful, rich ‘‘square’’
who is tired of being a good girl. Hand-
some, sensitive Wade is nicknamed Cry-
Baby because his father fried in ‘‘the
Chair.”’

Wade drops one single tear every time
he’s hurt or sad. He hot rods around town
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onﬂlct between opposmg border patrol commanders becomes a deadly

are show-stoppers, especially those set in a
boys’ reform school.
Although Depp and the talented Locane

(“‘Lost Angels’’) will attract adolescent at- .
tention to this film (Depp is already a teen

idol for his work on television’s ‘21 Jump
Street’’); ‘‘Cry-Baby”’ is directed primari-
ly at baby boomers and pre-baby boomers
who survived as.teen and pre-teenrebels or
conformists during this gloriously innocent
period.

{ Due to some Keystone-Cops violence,

'~ rude language and some vulgar sexual in-

nuendoes and suggestive action, the
U.S.S.C. classification is A-IIl —adults.

- The M.P.A.A. rating is PG-13 — parents

strongly cautioned that some material may
be inappropriate | for children under 13
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