
orld & nation 

Pope worried by conflict at settlement in Jerusalem 
By Agostino Bono 
Catholic News Service 

VATICAN CITY - Christian rights in 
Jerusalem must be respected in any resolu­
tion of the controversy over Jewish settlers 
in the city's Christian Quarter, Pope tahn 
Paul II said April 29. 

The pope said he sympathized witli the 
decision of Christian leaders to temporarily 
close the Church of the Holy Sepulchre! and 
other Christian shrines to protest the 
Jewish occupation of a building in the 
Greek Orthodox-owned St. John's Hospice 
complex. i 

The pope's remarks came one day after 
Latin-rite Patriarch Michel Sabbah of 
Jerusalem said the settlement was part;of a 
plan to take over a large part of the Chris­
tian sector. The patriarch said such a plan 
would endanger the continued presence of 
Christians and Muslims in Jerusalem, i 

The "grave incidents" in Jerusalem 
leading to the "painful decision" to close 
the religious sites "are even for me cause 
for suffering and deep worry," the pope 
said. 
^ "Let us pray so that everyone has the 
Heart to seek solutions inspired in justice 
and respect for rights," he added. 

The pope prayed for peace in Jerusalem 
which is "holy" and "dear" to Christians, 
Jews and Muslims. 

The Vatican wants international guar­
antees that would safeguard Jerusalem's 
status as a holy city open to Christians, 
Jews and Muslims. 

Christian leaders in the Holy Land clos­
ed all Christian sites in Jerusalem, 
Bethlehem and Nazareth April 27 to pro­
test the continued presence of ISO Jewish 
settlers in a building owned by the Greek 
Orthodox Church. 

The Israeli Supreme Court ruled April 
26 that the settlers must evacuate the 
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MARY, MY HOPE-Revised edition of the most 
popular and complete prayerbook to Our Lady. 
Large Type. Illustrated.' Based on the feasts of Mary 
and the proclamations of the Church after Vaticanll 

$5.00 

PRAYERS FOR THE FEASTS OF JESUS AND 
MARY-Explanation of each feast. Prayers from the 
Liturgy $150 

OUR LADY'S TITLES-Meditatiohs for all Saturdays 
of the year on the Litany of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
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OUR LADY'S FEASTDAYS-Mediations for all the 
feasts of Mary $3.00 

NOVENA TO THE QUEEN OF MOTHERS-From the 
writings of St. Bernard and Bonaventure $1.00 
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OUR LADY OF LOURDES & BERNADETTE.$3.00 
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and peace prayers $100 

ROSARY NOVENA-Prayers for each day according 
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SCRIPTURAL ROSARY -With pictures tor 
each mystery $150 
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his country, as told especially through his letters to 
his mother. Illustrated. Hard cover $500 
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cassettes only $25.00 
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File photo 
Although demonstrations in Jerusalem called for 1990 to be a "year of 
peace," disputes between Jews and Christians threaten religious relations. 
building. But it said the Panamanian com­
pany through which the lease Was arranged 
could keep 20 representatives at the site un­
til the courts rule on the legality of the 
lease. 

Holy Sepulchre is one of Christianity's 
most important shrines, built over the spots 
where Christ was crucified and buried. 

Patriarch Sabbah and other Christian 
leaders protested the financing of the 
settlers by the Israeli government. He said 
the Jewish settlement was part of a plan to 

control a large part of the Christian Quarter 
of Jerusalem and put "in danger the future 
of the non-Jewish population.'' 

He also criticized the Israeli government 
for refusing to enter peace talks with 
Palestinian leaders. The patriarch said 
peace is the "only guarantee for the future 
of the Hebrew people.'' 

The settlers moved into the complex dur­
ing Holy Week. The move was based on a 
controversial multi-million-dollar sublease 
agreement with the. tenants. Christian-led 

protest demonstrations were broken up by 
Israeli police using tear gas. 

The Israeli government contributed $1.8 
million toward the cost to the settlers of 
subleasing. 

Patriarch Sabbah, a Palestinian, discuss­
ed the current turmoil in Israel in April 28 
interviews from Jerusalem with Vatican 
Radio and Awenire, Italian Catholic 
newspaper. 

The situation "is not a banal dispute 
between owner and tenant,'' he said. 

The settlers represent a radical faction in 
Judaism which "would like to take control 
of the entire city," he added. 

Their presence in the Orthodox-owned 
complex "is a violation of the 'status 
quo,'" and they are "strongly supported 
by the government,'' the patriarch said. 

But Israel has "two faces" and mere is 
"a moderate Jewish religious movement." 
Its leaders expressed solidarity with Chris­
tians and "condemned the settlers," he 
said. 

"It seems to me, though, that the other 
face of Israel, an aggressive one, is emer­
ging,' ' said the patriarch. 

The one-day closing of the Christian 
shrines was an effort to draw the attention 
of the world's Christians and of Western 
political leaders to the situation, he said. 

"This part of Jerusalem represents 
Christianity. We told our brothers around 

Continued on page 21 

Who cares. 

Millions of little children have lost one or both 
parents because of war, violence or disease in the 
countries we serve. Others have parents who are too 
poor to support them. 

Who can help these children? In Ein Karem, where 
John the Baptist lived as a boy, the Rosary Sisters have 
an orphanage for 50 very young Arab boys.. Sister 
Agatha, who runs it, says, "You can always put more 
pots on the stove, and more blankets on the beds, but 
what they really need is love." :-

Sister Agatha, and the hundreds like her, have 
enough love for the children who come to them, but 

not enough money. Here's how you can help: for $15.00 or more a month, you can 
sponsor a child in one of the 500 child-caring institutions supported by Catholic 
Near East Welfare Association. 
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Catholic Near East Welfare Association 
a papal agency for humanitarian and pastoral support 

lOHFirst Avenue, New York, New York 10022-4195 
212/826-1480 

Dear Msgr. Stern, 
• I want to sponsor a child. 
• Here's my gift of $ 

Here's my first monthly gift of $ 
Use it where the need is greatest. 

• Please send me information about your programs. 
Name 

Address . 

City '. State Zip 

4A RO 009 

John Cardinal O'Connor, President • Monsignor Robert L. Stern, Secretary General 


