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odd & nation 

Women discuss abortion 
at hearings in Milwaukee 
By Mwyangvta Layman 
Catholic News Service 

„ MILWAUKEE — The conclusion of a 
series of six hearings for Catholic women 
to speak on abortion is ''the beginning of a 
long road, not the end,'' said Milwaukee 
Archbishop Rembert G. Weakland. 

During the finaPthree sessions in die 
series, women continued to question 
whether Catholic teaching on birth control 
could be changed and whether any cir
cumstances existed that would permit abor
tions. 

About 475 women attended the last pub
lic session, more than twice mat of the 
previous two public hearings. About 200 
attended, the three invitation-only private 
sessions. 

The small groups, in which participants 
discussed their views with a facilitator, 
gave a wide range of thought on abortion 
and other human sexuality issues. 

"The church's lack of alternate methods 
of birth control make some choose abor
tion, ' ' said one group at the public hearing. 
Another agreed, but still others 
downplayed any connection between abor
tion and artificial contraception. 

One group's statement that the notion of 
pro-life needs to go beyond conception Md 
birth to the child's entire life drew loud apr 
plause, but one woman said "a lot (of 
women) feel abortion is being put on the 
back burner because so many other issues 
are being incorporated into it.'' 

Responding to the criticism that the 
church has not done enough to oppose 
abortion, Archbishop Weakland said, "My 
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answer is you're the church.'' 
" The public session also attracted the only 
pickets for any of me hearings. 

One group calling itself Catholics for 
Responsible Action distributed literature 
questioning the purpose of the hearings, 
and left small plastic replicas of fetusesjon 
the discussion tables where its members 
were participating. 

Another group of about IS men held 
what they called a "pro-life rally and 
prayer vigil" outside the hearing site. 

"We will remain outside of die center 
because men are excluded from the ses
sions," said a prepared statement by die 
picketers. "We will give voice to another 
group mat has been excluded from die ses
sions — unborn children.'' 

Fred Patz, who organized the demon
stration, told the Catholic Herald, 
Milwaukee's archdiocesan newspaper, mat 
the hearings "give a platform to dissenting 
views and allow people to speak in favor of 
abortion." 

Archbishop Weakland told the session 
participants mat "meh have a voice to be 
heard. But I see these hearings as die 
beginning of a long road, not the end." He 
added, "We are only beginning to scratch 
the surface of the topic. Many things are 
yet to be said." 

At a private hearing for social workers, 
nurses, doctors and employees of teenage 
pregnancy centers, many took their profes
sional experience into account when stating 
meir views. 

In one small group discussion, a social 
worker prefaced her remarks by saying her 
youngest client was a 10-year-old mother 
of twins. 

Some groups said abortion could be 
defended under certain circumstances, in
cluding mother's health, well-being of die 
family, poverty, and quality of life. 

But during the "open mike" part of the 
session, one woman said, "I've heard a lot 
of excuses today for why abortion might be 
OK, but tiiis is a denial of what it really is. 
God made all these babies and they are all 
important in some way." 
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EARTH DAY IN POLAND — Students from various schools in Bytom, the 
most polluted town in the Silesia industrial region, wear masks and 
display placards during a rally to mark the world earth day in Katowice, 
Poland, on Friday, April 20. 

AT&T defends canceling funds 
LOS ANGELES (CNS) — The chairman 

of American Telephone & Telegraph Co. 
defended me company's decision to cancel 
a $50,000 annual contribution to the 
Planned Parenthood Federation of America 
during a shareholders' meeting in Los 
Angeles April 18. 

At die same meeting, shareholders 
followed an AT&T management recom
mendation and overwhelmingly voted 
down an anti-abortion proposal calling on 
me company to "refrain from support of 

any organizations mat endorse, counsel or 
perform abortion.'' Both moves came from 
corporate officials in an effort to keep the 
company neutral on me abortion con
troversy, AT&T officials said. 

Robert E. Allen, chairman and chief ex
ecutive officer of AT&T, defended cutting 
corporate funding for a Planned Paren
mood teenage pregnancy prevention pro
gram, saying "Planned Parenmood has 
raised the level of tiieir political advocacy 
widi respect to abortion.'' 
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The funeral Directors listed herein offer pre-need and at-need services and counseling in accordance with the Catholic faith. 

ROCHESTER GATES 

NULTON FUNERAL HOME 
Rented, New %rk 14526 

(716)381-3900 

MATTLE FUNERAL HOME 
Rochester, New York 14609 

(716)482-2440 

Set your mind at ease... 
Make your Funeral Arrangements 

with our Funeral Specialists 

Malcolm M. Nulton 
ASHTON-SMITH FUNERAL HOME 

Rochester, New \brk 14609 
(716)482-^260 

James R. Gray 
WOOD FUNERAL HOME PAYNE-NULTON FUNERAL HOME 

Rochester, New \brk 14624 Macedon. New York 14502 
(716) 247-6360 (315) 986-7781 

Crawford Funeral 
Home, Inc. 

"Serving the Greater Rochester Area'' 
Located at 495 N. Winton Rd. 

(Between Atlantic & Humboldt) 
(716) 482-0400 

DiPonzio Funeral 
Home, Inc. 

(Across from St. 
Theodore's Church) 

219 Spencerport Road 
Rochester, N.Y. 14606 

254-6672 

GREECE 

Arndt Funeral Home 
1118 Long Rind Rd. 

(south of Maiden Lane) 
Parking for over 100 cars 

Greece, N.Y. 14626 
Ronald John Arndt 
(716) 225-6350 

IRONDEQUOIT 

Vay, Schlekh and Meeson 
Funeral Home Inc. 

"Greece's Largest and Most 
Complete Facilities" 
2692 Dewey Avenue 
1075 Long fond Rd. 
(716)663-2100 

— MONUMENTS 
Paul W. Harris 

Funeral Home Inc. 
Richard P. Harris Charles E. Davis 

570 Kings Highway S. 
(comer Titus) 

(716)544-2041 

May Funeral Home 
Grargr L May Jr.. Raymond L Htfrft 

2793 Culver Rd. ' 
Rochester. N.Y. 14622 

(716) 467-7957 

McLaughlin Funeral 
Home Inc. 

John J. McLaughlin 
871 Culver Road 

Rochester, NY 14609 
(716) 482-1847 

Schauman-Sulewski 
Funeral Home Inc. 

Edwin Sulewski 
2100 St. Paul Street 

Rochester, N.Y. 14621 
(716) 342-3400 

Michael R. \ackiw 
Funeral Home 
1270 Norton Street 

Rochester, N.Y. 14621 
(716)544-5000 

If no answer 342-9300 

MONUMENTS 

MARRION 
MONUMENTS 

476 State St. (comer of Jay) 
Large Indoor Display 

- FREE PARKING -
(716)546-4450 

HART MONUMENT CO. 
2301 Dewey Avenue Since 1856 
Opposite Holy Sepulchre Cemetery 865-6746 

REICHART MONUMENT CO. 
348 Crestwood Blvd., Rochester, N.Y. 14624 
(off Buffalo Rd. one block east of Howard) 

235-4490 
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