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Continued from page 11 

Even more promising is the role the 
church can play in the latter stages of 
recovery, by developing creative min
istries that express our most basic reality as 
church. 

Another woman who came to us, 
"Jenny," is not an addict, but she suffers 
from codependency — the condition of be
ing a part of the disease of dependency on 
mind-altering substances through one's re
lationships with others. She has been 
through treatment for battered women, and 
has been a faithful Al-Anon member for 
five years. She is struggling to raise four 
children who have suffered with her in 
their dysfunctional family life. 

Jenny's children are haying a lot of 
behavioral problems. She finds she is 
always yelling at them, and has trouble 
touching or affirming them. She wants a 
better way of life. 

At Theresa Center, we offered a medita
tion group for mothers, focusing on heal-

Al Sigl Center seeks piano 
Because the Al Sigl Center in Rochester 

has recently expanded to a second location, 
a music program which serves clients is in 
need of a donated piano. 

Volunteers are seeking an upright or 
spinet piano in good condition, able to 
maintain concert pitch with workable ac
tion and good castors for ease in moving. 

Please contact Howard S. McGee if you 
have a prospective donation at 
716/292-5159. 

#1 
ing the child within each of us. One even
ing, Jenny met her "child of the past," a 
little girl whom she did not want to touch. 
She wantsd to yell at this child, to shape 
her up. 

After six months of working in mis form 
of group prayer (along with other support 
programs), Jenny was able to begin em
bracing and nurturing me child within her. 
"I can finally come close to her," she 
murmured after meditation one night as' a 
tear silently spilled down her cheek. "I 
finally want to see her and touch her. I 
even want to hold her." 

As Jeniiy broke into gentle sobbing, two 
women rubbed her back softly, telling her, 
"You are all right; you are being healed. It 
will be all right now." 

Meanwhile, in another part of the chur
ch, Jenny's seven-month-old child was be
ing rocked by a loving woman whose need 
to mother made this task a great joy. 
Jenny's (older daughter attended another 
group that used creative storytelling, 
puppets |and artwork within a religious-
education format to build her self-esteem. 

It is sjo simple for the church to offer 
such programs for recovering families 
because they stem from our deepest sense 
of who ye are and what we are about. But 
while su'ch efforts come from the heart of 
the church's healing, life-giving work, 
they also point out flaws in who we are as 
church and what we are about. 

Our traditional models of ministry have 
failed to directly acknowledge and minister 
to the overwhelming problem of dependen
cy. To ja large extent, we have mistaken 
addiction for a character weakness. 

What] we actually have is a disease, and 
the healing process involves far more than 
ceasing1 to take a particular substance. 
.Even after several years of sobriety, for in

stance, Jenny, had many personal issues 
from her childhood with which she was 
dealing for the first time. 

Our churches often provide space for 
Alcoholics Anonymous meetings, but we 
can do much more to integrate those who 
are recovering into our church com
munities. Our traditional programs do not 
reach out to overcome the alienation that is 
part of the disease of addiction. The pain 
and suffering that comes with the disease 
makes it difficult for people, even those 
well into the recovery process, to take part 
in religious education or sacramental prep
aration as we commonly present them. 

Just as we do with the the divorced and 
separated or the mentally handicapped, we 
need to creatively present our standard 
catechetical material in ways meaningful to 

those who are recovering from the disease 
of addiction. 

Addiction not only ravages the poor, but 
affects all our parishioners — all church 
member^. Alcohol abuse alone touches an 
estimated 75 million lives, according to 
Healing the Shame that Binds You, a re
cently published book by John Bradshaw. 

More than being our responsibility, 
however, ministry with the alienated and 
marginalized — especially the addicted — 
is a gift to church, an act of grace that helps 
us re-evaluate our religious and social 
values and liberates us to live more fully in 
the image of Jesus Christ. 

Effective ministry to the addicted gives 
witness to the church as the new Messianic 
people unmasking the powers of death to 
transform society. 

Sr. Rita McGrath, SSJ, teacher for 60 years 
ROCHESTER — Sister Rita Marie 

McGrath, SSJ, who taught at diocesan 
schools for more than 60 years, died 
Monday, April 2, 1990, in the St. 
Joseph's Convent Infirmary. She was 90 
years old. 

A Mass of Christian Burial for Sister 
McGrath was celebrated in the 
motherhouse chapel on April 4. The Mass 
was celebrated by Fathers Edward Zimmer 
and Thomas Florack and Monsignor 
William Shannon. Interment was in the 
sisters' section of Holy Sepulchre 
Cemetery. 

One of eight children born to Peter and 
Martha (Twamley) McGrath, Sister 
McGrath entered the Sisters of St. Joseph 
from Blessed Sacrament Parish in 1916. 
After studying at Nazareth Normal School, 
she obtained a bachelor of arts degree 

from Nazareth College. 
Among the schools at which Sister 

McGrath taught were: St. Francis Xavier 
Blessed Sacrament, and St. Ambrose, all 
of Rochester; St. Mary, Canandaigua; St. 
Patl[ick, Corning; and St. Paul, Oswego. 

Sister Rita ... was a teacher whose per
sonal interest in her students is well re
membered by all," said Sister Kathleen 

lier, S§J^-who noted that most of Sister 
career was spent teaching at 

the seventh-grade level. "In a quiet, 
unassuming way, she was a steady in
fluence in the lives of her pupils." 

Her last assignment was at Our Lady of 
Good Counsel School in Rochester." She 
later retired to St. Joseph Convent and In
firmary in 1981. 

Sister McGrath is survived by one 
sister, Marcella Weider, as well as several 
nieces and nephews. 
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Card of thanks 2 

ST. JUDE, Lord, Blessed Mother, 
St. Joseph; thank you for 
prayers being answered. M.C. 

THANKS TO St. Jude, Blessed 
Mother, and Sacred Heart of 
Jesus for favors received. P.M. 

Miscellaneous 9 

A WONDERFUL Family experi
ence! Australian, European, 
Scandinavian, Japanese High 
School exchange students arriv
ing in August. Become a host 
family/American Jntercultural 
Student Exchange! Call 1-800-
Sibling.(NYSCAN) 

SWIMMING POOLS. Kayak pools 
invites you to take advantage of 
preseason bargain prices now 
on all models! Timing is 
everything, so call now toll free, 
1 -800-843-7665.(NYSCAN) 

EMPLOYMENT 

Bottling Plant Needs Full-time 
Production Worker. 

Monday - Friday 9 to 5 
Small, Friendly Firm. 

High School Graduate. 

Fee Brothers, (716) 544-9530. 

GOVERNMENT JOBS now hiring! 
Both skilled and unskilled 
workers needed in your area. 
$16,500 to 72,000 plus benefits. 
For list of current jobs and ap
plication to apply from home, 
call 1-615-3834609 Ext J474. 

SECRETARY: experienced. Seek
ing occasional dictation, typing, 
organizing. My office or yours. 
Confidentiality guaranteed. 225-
3092. 

BUY & SELL; 

Antiques/arts 24 

1 ANTIQUE SHOW-SALE | 
©St. Mary's Parish, Waterloo® 
» Saturday, April 21, 1990 I 
@ 10:00a.m. to 4:00p.ni. & 

g. Country Cooking : £ 

X and © 
2 Bake Sale % 
i Donation $2.00 • £ 

Books 28 
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WANTED 
• For publication in book, stories 
: about how a priest has made a 
; difference in your life. Send 
; typed or printed stories by 

Friday, June 1, 1990 to: \ 
Priest Stories 

c/o Catholic Courier; 
1150 Buffalo Rd. 

Rochester, NY 14624 

R.C. BOOKS USED, any condition, 
school , prayer , h istory, 
children's, etc. Send publisher 
name, author, date and price 
wanted to: W.E., P.O. Box 1246, 
Buffalo, N.Y. 14210. 

W A N T E D 
NOW FAYING TOP CASH. 

For aH antlquM, oriental nig*, 
lamp*, tawing, oak furniture, 
pra-1940 costume leweliy, old 
doHe, quWs, oM toys and banks, 
paintings, gtaaaaara, docks, 
wicker, cut glass, good chins, 
political Hems, etonewam, etc. 
Free appraisals In your home 
with no obligation. 

''Ato One Pays More" 
Call the trusted name: 

$ KITTELBERGER GALLERIES $ 

$ (716)265-1230 $ 
CUP a SAVE 

Thursday, April 19,1990 

CASH FOR old Oriental rugs, any 
size or condition. 458-5589. 

iflarilpn's antiques 
Top cash paid for old wood 
furniture, clocks, glass and 
china1, sterling, crocks, quilts, 
etc. One item or complete 
household. 
"I will buy or conduct a 
house safe for you. Before you 
make your decision, check 
with me." 

647-2480 or 872-2239 

Furniture 39 

CHROME DINETTE SET; drop leaf 
table, four chairs, grey. $350.00. 
Call 342-4179 after 4 p.m. 

PROPERTY 

UNION/MAIN: Clean house for poor 
family of 2 or 3. Quiet! Rent 
reduction for handyman. 271-
2110. 

£«*«*& 

Phillip 
H*{2 

BIRR ST., 4 rooms, $410 plus elec
tric with heat. Near Aquinas. 
References, security. 247-3716. 

UNION7KENNELWORTH: 3 rooms 
for quiet elder. Bus. 270/mo. in
cludes ail. Corpus Christi area. 
271-2110. 

MnmJWN MANOR 
APARTMENTS 

FOR AGE 52 AND OLDER 
Convenient Downtown 

Location, walk to shopping. 
On a direct busline. 

;• Studio $254 
• One Bedroom $299 
All Utilities Included. 

Monthly Mass Services. 

Section 8 accepted. 

475 East Broad St. 546-3650 

In-Home 
Beauty Service 

Shampoo • Cut • Set 

Permanent • Color 

Manicure 

COMMUNITY 
CARE 

OF ROCHESTER 

2 8 8 - 7 5 6 0 
An Affiliate of Visiting Nurse 

Builders/commercial 
& residential 88 

GARIDI CONSTRUCTION Corp. All 
types of new or remodeling 
work. Free estimates, 381-7385, 
385-5677. 

WILLIAM L. ESTES 
(US. NAVY-RETIRED) 

S E R V I C E M A S T E R E A S T 

258 MACEDON CENTER RD. 
FAIRPORT, N.Y. 14450 

(716) 223-1709 
PROFESSIONM. CARPET CLEANING 

FURNITURE, FLOORS. SPECIALTY SERVICES 

Looking for Help Learning/Using 
YOUR PERSONAL COMPUTER 

HOME OR OFFICE 
TRAINING IN LOTUS or Q&A 

Call RJ. Siebert Associates 

671-4997 

Heating/air 
conditioning 105 

BRAN0THEATING& 
AIR CONDITIONING 

If your heating or air -conditioning 
isn't working up to its capacity, 

we'll find the problem or you don't 
pay for the service call. 

Senior Citizen Discount 

24 HOUR 
Emergency 

Service 

288-4270 
946 Atlantic Ave. 

Rochester 

Hicks Home Heating 
Call us for Winter Comfort 
Heating ft Air Conditioning 

Specialists 
• Sales * Service • Installation 

Family Owned fit. Operated 

424-4348 

SIAIRVvfiY CWAIRLIFTS 

Rise to the 
Top with the 
Eagle Lift 

Prompt, 
Quality 

Installation 
References Available 

The Safety and Access Co. 
458-3681 

WHEELCHAIR RAMPS 

WMtsMt 
AaWng 

Residential or Commercial 
'SwrfnQ Mown sno flurrounonQ counties 

2npK. B B 328-1200 

TRAIN TO BE a Diesel mechanic: 7 
months hands-on program. 
Classes start every 2 months. 
Diesel Technology Institute, Erv 
f i e l d , Ct . 1 - 8 0 0 - 2 4 3 -
4242.(NYSCAN) 

i i i i > i i i i i i t, i i i i i i i ,T-rr 

MASONRY REPAIRS j 
li Bnck Steps. Sidewalks. Chimneys, ^ 
' Cement Repairs 

Basement Walk Reparied & Fainted 
Over 27 \fears of Experience 
Reasonable - Free Estimates 

it Senior Discount 
3 Al Meyvis, Sr. 323-1007[ 
i l , l l l l l l l l J T J T ^ l l l ' l 1 i i 1 1 1 1 ' - r r - T -

CHIMNEYS REPAIRED, re-built 
Roofs repaired, all types. 
Chronic leaks corrected. Free 
estimates. James Gilbert, 247-
5130. 

M A S O N R Y R E P A I R S 
Specializing in step repairs. 

No subcontractors. 

We do our own work. 

No charge for a price estimate. 
Serving Grace, lrnidequoit & the 10th V/mi 

Call Roger Meyvis 

8 6 5 - 6 2 0 0 6 6 3 - 7 0 5 0 

K-D Moving 
and Storage Inc. 

Experience in office, 
household moving 
and deliveries 

Big or Small, We Do Them All 

473-6610 or 473-4357 

ISaS't^K 

THAT SPECIAL 
TOUCH 

Interior Painting 
and Wallpapering 

By Roselyn 

(315) 524-9728 

PLASTERING 
PAINTING 
AND PAPERING 

"BY A COUPLE THAT CARES" 
Terry and Nina 

244-1892 Free Estimates 
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