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Parish taps valued resource with young employees
AUBURN — When Alyce Messina goes
to work, she also goes to church.
Messina, a high school sophomore, is
one of many diocesan teens whose afterschool job is working at a parish rather
than the local supermarket or fast food restaurant.
On weekends she helps set up for Mass,
answer phones and finalize arrangements
for lectors and altar servers at Sacred Heart
Church in Auburn.
"Working at a church kind of gives me
more to look forward to than working in a
grocery store. I can't use any of that stuff
when I get older," Messina said. "I think
I'm kind of like an assistant secretary. It's
like an apprenticeship."

She added that the skills she has learned
working in the rectory will be valuable to
her in college^
Unlike teens who work at traditional
part-time jobs, Messina deals with the public on a regular basis.
"At first it was hard (being the only teen
working at the parish), but it has gotten
better," Messina said. "It's better because
you get the experience of working with
older people. I'm treated as a peer, not as
just a teen."
Dorothy Carbonaro, the parish secretary
at Sacred Heart, said she enjoys having
teens work at the parish. Since she came to
Sacred Heart nine years ago, Carbonaro
has worked with four teens — including

Messina.
"I think of them, really, as contemporaries. We're all just friends here,"
Carbonaro said.
Messina said she appreciates being
treated as an adult. "Sometimes, they will
ask me, 'Well how shall we do this?' They
ask my opinion on stuff." Carbonaro recommends that other parishes look to their
youth to fill some positions.
"Our youth are, a lot of the time, an untapped resource," she said. "They are an
active and vital part of our parish. Other
parishes should follow suit in tapping that
source."

— Sean McNamara

McQuaid Jesuit High School

Should teenagers work at after-school jobs?
Chris Faulhaber, senior:
j- Yes, as long| as it is |
not too big of a job.
You definitely need I
money, first of all, and
it also helps you start
organizing your time. It
does not cut into your]
study time, but you|
have to work it out. You have to balance
work with studies.

Jason Henderson, senior:
I think working is!
valuable after school,
but only in the capacity
that it taught me that IJ
don't want to work
after school. I learned
that my time should be |
spent on athletics and
studying and that the money would come as
a fruit of these efforts.

Mike Gaenzler, senior:
Yes, because where I
work, at a service desk,
gives me experience in
working with people.
I'm hopefully going to
get into business. Also,
being a teenager in the
1990s, money is a big
plus, and besides, making extra money
after school helps for college.

Peter McCarthy, senior
The reasons I work
after school are money
for college — I need to
pay for part of my education; spending money
for going out on the
weekends and I work as
a salesman, and I might
be interested in the future as being
salesman. It's a valuablejob experience.

AS TEENS
SEE IT
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joe Guisto, senior:
I Yes, I think it's
valuable to work, but]
from ray experience of
working now, I see that
it takes a lot of time out I
of your day. You arei
really tired and you
don't have as much!
time for things like homework and especially on weekends, when you want to go
out with your friends and you are stuck
working.
Keith Gibbs, senior:
Yes,
i t ' s quite
valuable. All students
want money for extras.
They also get a sense of
what it is like outside of
school. It does cut into
study time, but you
have to work it out.
You have to learn to balance your work
with your studies.
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which James Taylor was born.

MUSIC
This week's question:
What daughter of a sixties (60's)
rock musician is currently starring
in a television series and had a hit
of her own with "Valley Girls"?

A:

The winner was Marge Johnston of
Notre Dame.

•

Rules:

"

Each week, the Catholic Courier, in conjunction with the House of

Guitars will feature a Music Trivia contest. All you have to Ho to enter is
I.answer
the question, fill in your name and address and the school you

I attend (if applicable), cut out the coupon and send it in to the Catholic
Courier. If more than one correct entry is received, a drawing will be
held and one winning entry will be drawn.
If yours is the winning entry, you will be mailed a coupon for a free
album or tape of your choice redeemable at the House of Guitars, 645
I Titus Ave.
" All entries must be received within seven days of this paper's issue
data Winning names and answers will be printed the week following
.each drawing.
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FEATURING A LARGE
SELECTION OF
BEAUTIFUL DRESSES,
BOYS SUITS,
AND ACCESSORIES

TRIVIA
Name:
Address:.
City:
Zip Code:
School:

ROCHESTER — Frances Moore
Lappe\ a leading expert on food,
agriculture and world hunger, will offer a
lecture on "Hunger, Hope and Human
Values," Monday, April 16, at 7:30 p.m.
in the auditorium of Our Lady of Mercy
High School, 1437 Blossom Road.
Lapfte is co-founder of the Institute for
Food and Development Policy in San
Franciso. She is also the author of Diet for
a Small Planet, in which she addresses
ways individuals can work to solve world
hunger.
Tickets for the public lecture — which
will be interpreted for the hearing impaired
and accessible to the handicapped — are $5
in advance or $7 at the door.
Call 716/271-4007 for tickelt information.
!

586-8655

HOUSE OF GUITARS
We received 11 correct entries identi-,»
tying "Boston, Mass." as the city in

Lappe slated to speak
on hunger, human values
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1467 PENFIELD RD.!
PANORAMA PLAZA!
ROCHESTER, N.Y. 14625

Brighton Commons Mall
at the Twelve Corners
Lower Level
1855 Monroe Avenue-
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In addition to general office work at
Auburn's Sacred Heart Parish, Alyce
Messina helps prepare for Mass,
schedule eucharistic ministers and
tors, and hand out bulletins,
ssina is one of four teens who
te worked at the parish recently.
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