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. Holy Week packs a suﬁ le power ™ -
27 Repentance
BN By Father Thomas P. Mull years ago. It is, rather, an invitation to Commumon The Church invites her . = —-!
. Diocesan Liturgical Commission walk with the Lord and bring to that walk | members to enter the mystery, walk the to Rebl.l'th BIR BN

The journey of Holy Week begins with
the vibrant hail of a conquering hero. It is
filled with ‘‘hosannas’> and the
significance of victorious palm. The focus
of the day, however, is not on the branch
which waves in our hand but the
significance of life and death. The Passion
Reading invites all who are gathered to
enter deeply into a week which is filled
with mystery, life and death.

Probably at no other time are_the words
*‘noble simplicity’” of greater importance
than during the celebration of Holy Week.
The liturgies of the week burst forth with
power and relevance. Quite often, in an at-
tempt to relate the liturgy with a particular
community (or a particular piety), ac-
tivities, decorations, or events are added,to
the rituals which are different from those
called for by the rites. It is of great impor-
tance that planners, presiders, musicians
and liturgical ministers enter Holy Week
aware of the simplicity of rites and the
power of Word and Action.

our own fears, problems, challenges, and
unanswered questions. It is an opportunity
to participate in such a way that our life and
Jesus’ life become as one.

As the community gathers on Holy
Thursday, it is not to walk backwards to
the upper room of the Lord’s Last Supper.
It is an invitation to see that that eucharistic
gathering remains central to our faith expe-

rience even today. The eucharistic celebra--

tion is something we treasure' in its entire-
ty, not only because of its historical
significance, but also its relevance today.
The evening adoration reminds us of Jesus’
request ‘‘Can you not watch with me but an
hour?’’ But it also calls us to a renewed
sense of waiting and watching as the Lord
manifests himself to us in our lives today
antd as we look to his coming again in
glory.

The Good Friday Liturgy of the Passion
and Death of the Lord is designed in such a
way that participants are first reminded of
the historical reality of that day, the death

path feel the pain, and taste the victory.
Rnually, we do this all at once.

Holy Saturday invites a sense of emp-
tifiess. It is not, however, an emptiness that
is’ unquenchable. It is an emptiness sur-
rounded with great expectation. For as the
darkness of Holy Saturday night falls over
.the earth, fires are lighted by faithful peo-
ple, the elect step forward into recreating
.baths of baptism, fhe faithful say ‘‘yes”
once again to ancient promises, and the
eucharistic table once again is set as, Chris-
tians rejoice in resurrection and new life.

Easter Sunday dawns with a renewed
challenge to our faith. The liturgy
summons believers to the table of the Lord
to share in the memorial meal, the holy
sacrifice, and be transformed into the
image of the Redeemer. ‘‘Alleluias’™ ring
out as the joy of the season, the spring
:'fr_teshness of the air, and the fullness of life

surrounding the faithful cry out with God’s
eternal Presence. The renewal of baptismal
vows. and the sprinkling with Easter Water
allow all to recommit to the Easter
mysteries and the wonder of new life.
These liturgies are packed with sym-
bolism and power. They sing with faith and
hope. They are overwhelmed with the

faithful who participate. They exude life

and vitality in themselves. It is the people:
the faithful, the elect, the candidates, the

_presiders, the lectors, the cantors, musi-

cians, eucharistic ministers, ushers and
servers, who cry out the .vibrance of the
week. In planning, it is not necessary to
add to the ritual. Be faithful to what is
offered. The Church celebrates her annual
feast and sings with the pride of faithful

people.
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