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Panel reports to DPC
on changing schools
By Lee Strong
Staff writer

PALMYRA — Opposition to the reorganization of the Catholic school system in
Monroe County is often a sign of deeper
fears about a changing Catholic Church.
That was one consensus reached during a
discussion at the March 24 Diocesan
Pastoral Council meeting, as DPC
members heard a progress report on school
restructuring from a panel of speakers involved in the process.
Panel members also said the current
delay in fully implementing the reorganization plan will only slow — not end — the
restructuring of the Catholic school
system.
Also during Jjie DPC meeting at St.
Anne's Church, Bishop Matthew H. Clark
informed council members about the progress being made by the National Conference of Catholic Bishops on its pastoral
letter on women in the church and society.

The bishop also asked for input on a
document to help guide the placement of
priests in the diocese.
School reorganization, however, was the
major topic of the meeting. A panel —
made up of Bishop Clark; William Pickett,
chairman of the Commission to Reorganize
Catholic Schools in Monroe County; Paul
Moorehouse, chairman of the Southeast
Quadrant Planning Board; and Frank
Geraci, a parishioner at St. John the
Evangelist Parish on Rochester's Humboldt Street — gave a brief update on recent events in the planning process.
Among those developments were Bishop
Clark's March 7 approval of a governance
and finance plan for Catholic schools in the
southeast, southwest and northwest
quadrants. The quadrant governance
boards will assume control of the quadrants
Julyl.
The diocese had also issued a statement
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REMEMBERING ROMERO — Ryan Shanley holds a candle during a service at Rochester's Corpus Christi Church Friday, March 23. The service
marked the 10th anniversary of Salvadoran Archbishop Oscar Romero's
assassination. The next day, 72 Rochesterians joined about 30,000 marchers in Washington, D.O., to protest U.S. aid to El Salvador.

Parents' group counters commission's school plan

The counterproposal notes that under the
plan quadrant boards have no explicit role
ROCHESTER — A parents' group as representatives of school parents, and
asserts that parents will "lose control" of
opposed to the current reorganization of
Catholic schools released a counter- schools when their governance shifts from
proposal last week, but diocesan officials a parish-based system to a quadrant-based
said implementation of the governance and one.
"The bureaucratic structure required to
finance plans for Monroe County's
support the current plan is unrealistic and
quadrants will proceed as scheduled.
The Alliance for Catholic Education contrary to sound business practice ...,"
(ACE) submitted its counterproposal on the counterproposal stated.
Wednesday, March 21, during an after"Centralization was a disaster in the
noon press conference at the Sheraton-Inn, business world and we would be no less
1100 Brooks Ave.
„ r . < ^,^» • "subject to the same factors hi (the approved
The alternative plan called for a one-year plan)," it said.
moratorium on implementation of the
William Pickett, chairman of the Comgovernance-reorganization plan for the mission on Reorganization of Catholic
southeast, southwest and northwest Schools, said Friday, March 23, that
quadrants that was submitted by the Com- parents — through the quadrant boards —
mission on Reorganization of Catholic will have a de facto role in the governing of
Schools and recently approved by Bishop the schools. Most lay representatives, he
Matthew H. Clark.
noted, will probably be school parents as
Father George Norton, diocesan well.
' 'I think that the practice really is that the
spokesman, said that the governance plan
would be implemented on its scheduled people who get involved in ... school
boards are school parents," he said.
date of July 1.
In brief, the governing and finance plan Pickett also dismissed the criticism of cenapproved by the bishop March 7 called for tralization in the commission plan as
quadrant boards comprising represen- "irrelevant," because it compared me
tatives from parishes and schools to ad- business and academic worlds. He labeled
minister schools within each quadrant star- the criticism a "scare tactic."
ting July 1.
The commission's plan mandates that by
By Rob Cullivan
Staff writer

1994, 60 percent of a quadrant school's
costs will be financed through tuition and
school-based revenues, with the remaining
40 percent of costs financed by parish support.
The plan also calls for parishes that have
never had a school to pay an increased
minimum parish-education subsidy of $500
for 1990-91 for each parish child attending
a quadrant school. The current subsidy is
$300.

The ACE counterproposal stated that
Catholics frequently register as
parishioners of one parish, but live within
the geographic boundaries of another. This
practice will be threatened by the increased
education subsidies for parishes without
schools, ACE said.
"There are currently many parishes that
have never met this (the school subsidy)
obligation in the past and, therefore, could
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CENACLE OFFERS SPECIAL EVENTS
April 3 An Evening with Mary Lou Sleevi, Author and Artist of WOMEN

April 12

As part of the Interfaith Service, Mr. Cesar Chavez, internationally recognized Hispanic Catholic leader, will present a plaque of recognition to Sr.
Maria Cristina Juarez for her valuable service on behalf of the farm workers and the wider Hispanic community. He also will speak on the topic:

"THE WRATH OF GRAPES"

April 13

April- 20-22
April 27-29

Wednesday, April 4, 1990 - 5:30 p.m.
Corpus Christi Church
864 E. Main Street
Free Admission
Spanish Religious Folk Music
InterpreterfarHearing Impaired
Handicapped Accessible
Thursday, March 29, 1990

O F T H E W O R D : An invitation to meet the Author and see her work
close up and to join us in prayer. (7:00-9:00) "Words and art cojfjjj-^agether
in this work as inspirational as it is beautiful." Fran Ferder
iL
H o l y Thursday Eucharist at 5:00p.m. Celebrant: Fr. Tom Mull.
Followed by Festive Dinner, Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament.
G o o d Friday - D a y of Prayer: Morning prayer at 9:00a.m., Simple
Lunch - 11:30; The Three Hours - 12:00 - 3:00; Liturgy of the Day - Fr.
Sebastian Fallcone
St. Francis de Sales: The spirit and asceticism of this outstanding French
saint of the 17th Century. Given by Fr. William Marceau, C.S.B.
Contemplating Easter: A weekend of "prayer and reflection with Mary
and the disciples as their experience of the Risen Christ deepened, in order
that we, tooj may become an Alleluia Church - a channel of true peace and
joy in our daily contacts with one another. Srs. Ellen Frawley and Gina
Terrazas, r.c.

AU events are open to men and women of all faiths
For further information and
reservations please call

V.

Center for Spiritual Renewal
693 East Avenue
Rochester, New York 14607

THE MINISTRY OFFICE:

(716) 271-8755

y

