
)ntertainment 

Film probes 
post-death 
family crisis 

NEW YORK (CNS) - Single 
motherhood is in vogue in the cinema and 
the most realistic, unsentimental film of the 
batch is ''Men Don't Leave" (Warner 
Bros.), a pastiche of family crises and cop
ing mechanisms put into play by the death 
of a father. 

Director Paul Brickman and screen
writer Barbara Benedek sensitively zero in 
on Beth Macauley (Jessica Lange), a com
fortably set and much-loved wife of ragged 
John (Tom Mason) and die mother of two 
strapping boys, 17-year-old Chris (Chris 
O'Donnell) and 10-year-old Matt (Charlie. 
Korsmo). Matt frames the film with an/ 
opening and closing voice-over narrative 
about feeling safe, a state of mind that is 
immediately lost when his father is killed 
in an explosion. 

The quintessential housewife, Beth 
numbly faces the reality of her loss and 
sizable debts and the heed to join the work 
force to keep a roof over herifamily's head. 

What follows are the various 
mechanisms used by Beth mid her sons to 
deal with their grief, which is compounded 
by the sudden loss of their comfortable 
lifestyle. 

Each family member must learn to adapt 
to the reality at hand and ultimately to re
align as a new family unit, minus Dad. In 
cases where their grief was initially stifled, 
it eventually comes to the fore through self-
destructive behavior. 

Little Matt refuses to cry oveEHhis dad 
and secretly fears mat he now will lose his 
mother, too. So he takes up with a pint-
sized thief (Corey Carrier) who teaches 
him how to steal VCRs and fence them for 
cash that Matt then recycles into lottery 
tickets. He hopes to use "his winnings to 

After her husband's sudden death, a housewife (Jessica Lange) is forced to 
sons in 'Men Don't Leave,' which the U.S. Catholic Conference classifies as A-
buy back the family home and save his 
mother's life. 

Chris is gladly seduced by a whimsical 
X-ray technician (Joan Cusack), several 
years his senior. Despite his precocious 
May-September sexual relationship, he 
resents his mother's friendship with an 
avant-garde musician, Charles (Arliss 
Howard). 

Although Charles is every woman's 
dream man — sensitive, paternal, patient 
and kind — he is no match for Chris or 
Beth, who pulls away before die couple can 
get to first base. 

Bern is virtually a mess of contradictions 
which is to be expected. She handles the 
post-funeral planning, moving, settling in 
and job search well. But when none of the 
above turns out as expected and her sons 
begin drifting intq other "family" units to 

security, Beth 
more isolated and 
of regain a semblance 

becomes more and 
retreats to her bed. 

i Lange is totally believable and poignant 
as Beth, a contented career housewife 
suddenly forced to be both motiier and 
father to her sons. Her attempts to cope 
with her own and her sons' grief, her first 
feeljngs for another man and her shock and 
loneliness are real. ?r~~ 

O'Donnell and Korsmo, who make their 
acting debuts here, are especially winning. 
O'Donnell pulls out all the stops when he 
begs Charles to make one more attempt to 
court his mother. And Korsmo is both 
adorable and heartbreaking as little boy 
lost, Matt. As Chris's nutty frierfd, lover 
and surrogate mom, Cusack almost steals 
the show, adding much needed levity to a 
pretty grim family scenario. 

be both mother and father to her (two 
III — adults. 

Although this film deals with many real 
issues faced by young people grieving the 
death of a parent, younger children mibht 
be upset by its depiction of the sudden loss 
of a parent. 

Also, since the 17-year-old adolescent is 
involved in a sexual relationship' with; an 
older woman — despite his mother's c ear 
disapproval — parents and adolescents may 
need to share and discuss their viewing of 
this otherwise relevant film about loss, 
grief and family renewal. I 

Due to some rough language and sexual 
situations involving an adolescent, the 
U.S. Catholic Conference classification is 
A-IJJ — adults. The Motion Picture 
Association of America rating is PG-13 j — 
parents strongly cautioned that some mate
rial may be inappropriate for children 
under 13. \ 
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NULTON FUNERAL HOME 
Penfield, New York 14526 

(716) 381-3900 
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Set your mind at ease... 
Make your Funeral Arrangements 

with our Funeral Specialists 

381-3900 

MATTLE FUNERAL HOME 
Rochester, New York 14609 

(716) 482-2440 

(716) 
381-3900 

The funeral Directors listed herein 
offer pre-need and at-need services 
and counseling in accordance with the! 
Catholic faith. 

ASHTON-SMITH FUNERAL HOME 
Rochester, New York 14609 

(716) 482-6260 

WOOD FUNERAL HOME 
Rochester, New York 14624 

(716) 247-6360 

James R. Gray 

PAYNE-NULTON FUNERAL HOME 
Macedon, New York 14502 

(315) 986-7781 

Crawford Funeral 
Home, Inc. 

"Serving the Greater Rochester Area'' 
Located at 495 N. Winton Rd. 

(Between Atlantic & Humboldt) 

(716) 482-0400 

BRIGHTON GATES GREECE 

Anthony Funeral 
Chapel, Inc. 

Scott B. Anthony • Mark K. 
Anthony • Kenneth H. Eck 

2305 Monroe Avenue 
(716) 244M1770 

DiPonzio Funeral 
Home, Inc. 

(Across from St. 
Theodore's Church) 

219 Spencerport Road 
Rochester, N.Y. 14606 

254-6672 

This 
Space 

Available 

Arndt Funeral Home 
1118 Long Pond Rd. 

(south of Maiden Lane) 
Parking for over 100 cars 

Greece, NX 14626 
Ronald John Arndt 
(716) 225-6350 

Vay, Schleich and Meeson 
Funeral Home Inc. 

"Greece's Largest and Most 
Complete Facilities" 
2692 Dewey Avenue 
1075 Long Pond Rd. 

(716)663-2100 . 

This 
Space 

Available 

IRONDEQUOIT WEBSTER 

Paul W. Harris 
Funeral Home Inc. 

Richard P. Harris Charles E. Davis 
570 Kings Highway S. -

(corner Thus) 
(716)544-2041 

May Funeral Home 
George L May Jr., Raymond L. Wrich 

2793 Culver Rd. 
Rochester, N.Y. 14622 

(716) 467-7957 

McLaughlin Funeral 
Home Inc. 

John J. McLaughlin 
371 Culver Road 

Rochester, NY 14609 
(716) 482-1847 

Schauman-Sulewski 
Funeral Home Inc. 

Edwin Sulewski 
2100 St. Paul Street 

Rochester, N.Y. 14621 

(716)342-3400 

Michael R. Yackiw 
Funeral Home 
1270 Norton Street 

Rochester, N.Y. 14621 
(716) 544-5000 

If no answer 342-9300 

Smith, Lotze & Anthony 
Funeral Chapel 

Scott B. Anthony • Mark K. 
Anthony • Frank L Klick 
10 Lapham Park • Webster 

(716) 265-9550 

MONUMENTS 

HART MONUMENT CO. 
2301 Dewey Avenue Since 1856 
Opposite Holy Sepulchre Cemetery 865-6746 

REICHART MONUMENT CO. 
348 Crestwood Blvd., Rochester, N.Y. 14624. 
(off Buffalo Rd. one block east* of Howard) 

235-4490 
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