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Covenant House seeks new acting president 
By Tracy Early 
Catholic News Service 

NEW YORK - Cardinal John J. 
O'Connor of New York announced March 
9 that he would help find an acting presi
dent for Covenant House ministry to 
runaway youths. The cardinal said he was 
taking die action in response to an invita
tion from the agency's board of directors. 

Cardinal O'Connor made his announce
ment at a press conference arranged by 
Covenant House but held at archdiocesan 
headquarters. 

The cardinal said he did not yet know 
whom he would recommend. But he said 
that if the person delegated were a priest of 
the archdiocese of New York, the ar
chdiocese would continue paying his salary 
at the existing level for archdiocesan 
priests. 

Joseph Zwil l ing, archdiocesan 
spokesman, said priests receive a guar
anteed minimum of $7,200, though some 
earn additional amounts from extra Masses 
or other services. 

The salary paid to Franciscan Father 
Bruce Ritter, Covenant House founder 
who was president until his resignation 
Feb. 27, was reportedly $98,000. But the 
priest has said that in 1986 he began put
ting $60,000 of that annual amount into a 
trust fund that has now become a subject of 
investigation by the state attorney general. 

The Internal Revenue Service also said 
March 8 it had not turned up any docu
ments filed with the government concern
ing the trust. 

At the press conference, Ralph A. 

BOOKS ON JESUS CHRIST 
By Father Lawrence G Lovasik. S V 

DEVOTIONS 
DEVOTIONS TO THE DIVINE INFANT — ! 

A NQvena $ 1.00 
DEVOTION TO THE SACRED HEART - ' 

Meditations with prayers $1.00 
IN HIS BLOOD — Devotions to the Precious 

Blood $1.00 
HEART-TALKS WITH THE MAN 
OF SORROWS — 

Prayers on the Passion $ 1.00 
PRAYERS FOR THE FEASTS OF 
JESUS AND MARY -
JESUSrMY UFE — Prayerbook dedicated 

to Jesus $ 8.00 
JESUS, THE WAY, THE TRUTH AND 
THE LIFE — Meditations $5.00 

THE HOLY EUCHARIST — Meditations....$ 3.00 
COMMUNION PRAYERS - Preparation 

and Thanksgiving prayers $ 1.00 
NOVENA OF HOLY COMMUNIONS - A 

sacramental novena $ 1.00 
EUCHARISTIC HEART-TALKS WITH JESUS -

Prayers $ 1.00 
TREASURY OF PRAYER — A manual of 

best-loved prayers $ 8.00 

PRAYING THE GOSPELS — 183 meditations in 
prayer-form on the life and teaching of Jesus, 
with Gospel text. Part I. Youth and beginning 
of Public Life. Part II. Public Life. Part III. 
Passion and Resurrection. Each Part $ 3.00 

GOSPEL READINGS - In "Todays's English 
Version" with 63 line drawings Large type. 
200 pages •:$ 6.00 

THE BIBLE ILLUSTRATED - Highlights from 
the Old and New Testament. 140 etchings of 
world-renowned illustrator, Paul Dore'. 
Large type $ 855 

CATHOLIC PICTURE BIBLE — Stories from the 
Old and New Testament with 110 pictures 
In color $ a00 

THE LORD JESUS — The life of Jesus 
with 140 pictures •$ 6.00 

THE STORY OF JESUS — Urge format 
with pictures in color $ 5.00 
ST. JOSEPH'S FIRST CHILDREN'S BIBLE — 

Highlights from the Old and New 
Testament. Illustrated in color $ 5.00 

NEW TESTAMENT PRAYERS — Prayers 
according to the Gospels and Epistles...$ 1.50 

SUNDAY GOSPELS — For each Sunday of the 
year, with Gospel text, commentary 
and application. 
Cycle A; Cycle B $ 5.00 each 
Cycle C(New Edition) $ 8.oo 

TWO mediations of a halt-Hour are recorded on a single 
cassette tape. Each series in a vinyl album container. 
THE HOLY EUCHARIST SERIES (On records also) 

Fhm cassettes. S2&00 
PERSONALITY OF CHRIST SERIES — (On records also) 

Five eatnttrt $25.00 
THE RtSSION OF CHRIST SERIES-

Three cassettes. $15.00 
GOSPEL READING SERIES - Four cassettes. $20.00 
BIBLE STORIES — The Gospels Four cassettes...$20.00 
(Add $2.00 for postage) 
Address all orders to: 
Father Lawrence G. Lovasik, S.V.D. 
211 West 7th Avenue 
Tarentum, PA 15084 

Thursday, March 15,1990 

Pfeiffer Jr., chairman of the Covenant 
House board, announced that three outside 
people had been added to the recently 
formed presidential search committee of 
board members. 

They are: New York Auxiliary Bishop 
Emerson J. Moore, archdiocesan vicar for 
social development; Monsignor James J. 
Murray, director of the archdiocesan 
Catholic Charities, and Joan Ganz Cooney, 
president of Children's Television 
Workshop, producers of Sesame Street. 

However, Cardinal O'Connor re
peatedly emphasized that the archdiocese 
was not assuming responsibility for Cove
nant House or seeking to exercise control 
over it.-

During the press conference, Pfeiffer 
also presented Robert J. McGuire, whose 
employment to conduct a full investigation 
of all charges against Covenant House had 
been announced earlier. 

McGuire, a former New York City 
police commissioner and later head of the 
Pinkerton security firm, is now a senior 
managing director of the investigating firm 
Kroll Associates. 

McGuire said the board had placed 
"absolutely no restrictions on my activi
ty," but that he considered it "a very deli
cate assignment" whose purpose was not 
to ' 'destroy'' Covenant House. 

McGuire said he was taking the job on a 
"reduced-fee basis" because he believed 

the survival of Covenant House was 
"vital." At his request, McGuire said, the 
board was raising a separate fund to pay 
for the investigation so nc money would be 
diverted from contributions made for the 
agency's work with hom« less youngsters. 

Pfeiffer said a sumnu ry of McGuire's 
findings would be made mblic, and would 
also be reviewed by a nev ly formed special 
oversight committee. 

That committee, Pfeilfer said, will be 
chaired by William Ellinghaus, former 
president of AT&T, arid vill include Cyrus 
Vance, a lawyer and forn ler U.S. secretary 
of state; Rabbi Marc Ta nenbaum, former 
interreligious affairs director and later 
international affairs director of the 
American Jewish Comnittee; and Paul 
Volcker, former chairm m of the Federal 
Reserve and now chain nan of James D. 
Wolfensohn Inc., a Nev York financial 
advisory company. 

Although Cardinal 
Pfeiffer made no direct 
Ritter, their previously 
fidence in the priest 
weakening. 

Asked if he considered] it "irregular" for 
a priest of a religious order to have a salary 
and trust fund that He controlled in
dependently, the cardinal replied, "A lot 
of this sounds irregular.' 

Father Ritter has been quoted as saying 
he did not want his order to know about the 

O'Connor and 
riticism of Father 

expressed con-
appeared to be 

trust fund, called Franciscan Charitable 
Trust, because he did not want his order 
involved in making decisions, about the 
trust. 

The trust eventually amounted to nearly 
$1 million and was ostensibly to benefit 
Covenant House programs, but Father 
Ritter reportedly said no money had been 
spent for those programs because it had not 
been needed. 

He reportedly took $140,000 from the 
trust for his own expenses, and used it to 
make loans to his sister, two personal 
friends on the board who have since 
resigned, and a truck driver who had been 
a shelter resident. 

Pfeiffer said he learned of the loans from 
the trust only on March 2. "I was 
dismayed and I was angered," he said. 

Covenant House also was hit March 9 
with news stories about a secret internal 
report dated last Oct. 22 and reportedly 
detailing serious operational problems. 

The report was said to have found the 
Catholic shelter "as dangerous as a city-
run shelter" with youngsters getting treat
ment of varying quality, and ethnic 
minorities on the staff feeling their oppor
tunities for advancement were limited. 

At the March 9 press conference, 
Pfeiffer announced that the New York firm 
of Cravath, Swaine & Moore had been 
employed as legal counsel to Covenant 
House. 

As simple as the stable in Bethlehem.. 

You car 
build one 
Welfare A 

donation. Just $2,000 is enough to buy th( 
rest. That's not much of a house of God, bvft 

Please, send what you can to help your fallow Christians in the Middle East, India 
and Ethiopia. 

Catholics, in south India worship the Lord 
of Glory ir humble "prayer huts." They seek the 
shade of a thatched-rc>of for quiet prayer in the heat 
of the day They gather ror Mass and hear 
the Good ^ews of Christ taught in a place they 
have .built themselves. 

make it possible for a poor village to 
)f these prayer huts. Catholic Near East 

ssociation can Kielp them with your 
materials they\jeed ~ they can do the 
neither was the stable in Bethlehem. 

isociation Catholic Near East Welfare 
a papal agency for humaniu irian and pastoral support/ 

1011 First Avenue, New Yolrk, New York 
212/82(1-1480 

Dear Msgr. Stern, 
• Here's my gift of $ to bJ ild more places for worship. 
• Here's my gift of $ Use it whece the need is greatest. 
• Please send me information about your programs. 
Name 

Address 

City 

John Cardinal O'Connor, President • Mori signor Robert L. Stern, Secretary General 

State Zip 
4C RO 002 
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