on
couragement and new hope. That dimension is their spirit of obedience to the call
Four times last week I had the privilege
of
God in their lives. They know from die
of presiding at the Rite of Election, in
instruction
they have received mat we are
which we as a^Catholic community formaljoined
by
the
sacraments of initiation to the
ly accept those preparing for baptism
dying
and
rising
of Jesus. Participation in
(catechumens) and those already baptized
that
mystery
is
not
an exemption from the
who seek full communion of life with us
suffering of the human condition. Rather it(candidates). In accepting these inis a sharing in the power of Christ's love,
dividuals, we pledge our continued prayer
which conquers sin and death and remains
and affection for them as their journey of
in us even in our deepest suffering. There
faith continues. We also express our comis nothing shallow and frilly about such
mon need for continuing conversion and
pur desire to grow- more like Christ during love. The fruits of it are enduring and bring
peace to the heart.
these holy days of Lent.
There is something deeply touching
Catechumens and candidates know quite
about the Rites of Election. I can best, well that they are becoming members of a
understand their special character when I community mat is on a continuing
remember that each person present has a pilgrimage of faith — that we are by no
heightened awareness of the loving pres- means' perfect or finished. Yet they see
ence of the Holy Spirit in his or her life.
somehow the fruits of God's loving care
Additionally, the rite makes them con- for all of us and that, I hope, is a strong enscious that the same Spirit joins them in couragement to our community.
bonds of faith and affection with women
A fifth significant experience I had this
and men just like them from all corners of
the diocese. It is a common occurrence for
catechumens and candidates to tell of their
excitement about the life and vitality of the
n
» : _ * _ _ e»—A—••— • • — _ * : _ n e » a a
By Sister
Estelle Martin, RSM
Catholic community.
Diocesan Liturgical Commission
For my part, I tried to help our new
The environment of our worship spaces
friends understand more deeply how im- can set the tone and reinforce the message
portant the witness of their faith is to all of of the Gospel for any liturgical season.
us who now join them in their Lenten
Decorations mat combine artistic quality
journey. They bring a spirit of joy and
with liturgical appropriateness enable us to
openness to God, which is a true gift to all enter more deeply into the spirit of the
of us. They remind us of the enduring and
season.
gracious love of our God, which calls us to
The celebration of Eucharist is already
newwe every day uiat we live.
rich with signs and symbols: the gathered
I mentioned another dimension of our community at prayer, the proclamation of
Christian experience in which catechumens the Word and the sacramental sharing of
and candidates always bring me en- bread and wine. It is the responsibility of
3HC
the parish environment and art team to
choose tangible signs'"capable of bearing
the weight of mysteryj awe, reverence and
wonder which the liturgical action expresses" (EACW #21).
A well-planned setting for worship visualizes the pulse of die current liturgical
season without calling undo attention to
Dedicate3 to preserving the
itself. Objects which are poorly made,
sound of the "King of instruments"
shoddy or artificial have no place in the
Presents:
worship setting.

Bishop Matthew H. Clark

'sjourney
week was the meeting at St. Theodore's in
Gates at which I announced acceptance of
the recommendation made to me by the
bishop's Commission on Reorganization of
Catholic Schools in Monroe County. The
point here is not the content of the recommendations. Their message has been communicated in other ways. What I found in
that experience was another manifestation
of strong faith and a care for one another
among people which I found quite inspiring.
Misunderstandings and disagreements
have occurred during this process, but I
really don't know how it could have
happened otherwise in such a complicated
matter about which so many people have
such strong feelings. The important thing
is that we have come to a'new moment in
that process. I have great confidence that
we can make the process work and do so to
the enrichment of our entire community.
The reorganization process is a different

stage in me journey from the one in which
our catechumens and candidates are now
engaged, but it is no less real than theirs. I
hope that we can support all of these
journeys with our Lenten ayer.
Peace to all

Signs, images should reflect unity of the season

Toe SJpchester Theater
Organ
-Society

LOWELL AYARS,
"The Singing Organist"
• Saturday, March 2 4 , 8 : 1 5 p m
AT THE AUDITORIUM THEATRE
9 7 5 Main S t . East
Special Discount for Senior-Citizen
Groups of 10 or more.
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T H I S A D ENTITLES S I N G L E TICKET
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EVENING OF THE CONCERT.
C.C.
For further information, call R.T.O.S
at 5 4 4 - 6 5 9 5
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"When It's Feelings That Count"
THE STREET OF SHOPPES
1600 Ridge Road West (716)663-5085
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Careful
preparation
of the liturgical setting rnaintains the importance of the
primary centers of focus: the altar, the
ambo/lectern and the presider's chair. No
matter how beautiful the arrangement of
flowers or the objects in the setting, they
must never obscure or detract from these
central places of action in the liturgy.
An effective environment extends
throughout the entire worship space, spilling over into the assembly area and
sometimes even into the outside door- and
stairways. It is also important that the setting be allowed to speak for itself. A
"quiet" tapestry (without any words) remains an open invitation to the community
to contemplate the message of the season
on many different levels.
During Lent a kind of visual fasting is introduced. Unused furniture, is removed
from the sanctuary, plants and flowers are
reduced to a minimum if used at all,
candles are limited, and unnecessary lights
are dimmed or turned off. A penitential
tone is established by the use of somber

WHISPERING WINDS
BUS TOURS
Aprflio

BECK'S GROVE

From
Repentance
to Rebirth
(colors of violet and earth hues in vestments
and tapestries.
Dignified, yet austere decorations of
dried weeds, leafless branches, clay pottery and woven baskets express a stripping
away dial acknowledges that it is the
Divine Creator who shapes us. Rough fabric textures image our frailty, brokenness
and sinfulness, and emphasize our need for
reconciliation. The dryness of weeds or an i
empty container becomes al prebaptismal
sign of ho water, emptiness and a waiting
to be filled.
It is in the darkness of the Easter Vigil j
that the light burns bright, the empty bowl
gushes with fresh water and the barren
branch nestles amid the bright array of
flowers. Seeds planted in earthen pots during the Lenten time stand tall in rows of
new growth.

«38ffi

SHAW FESTIVAL

"Night Must Fall" and
"Misalliance"; 2 theaters,
2 meals plus hotel.
May 31

I

'36*

Neil Simon's, "I Ought
To Be In Pictures"; Dinr
buffet and theater.

•My 1-2

I

PRE-EASTER TOUR

Buffalo Farmers Market,
Polish Luncheon/Entertainment
Carousel factory tour, plus!
Apr* 24

'

5139M
pp
twin

SHEA'S BUFFALO

David Copperfield Show
plus dinner.

'46S

Chartered Buses & Customized Tours
GROUP SPECIALISTS
435 Trabold Rd., Rochester, NY 14624
~ ' i 247-3213

Go Greyhound,
and leave (he drivinq to us

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION & CONFIRMATION GIFTS FOR 1990

Traditional and Contemporary
• Veils, Head
Bands, gloves and
purses
• Ties and Arm
Bands
• Rosaries, Books,
Communion Sets
• Statues, Plaques,
Crucifixes
• Invitations,
Greeting Cards,
Decorations,
Napkins, Plates,
Cups, Cake Toppers
• Gifts, Pendants,
Religious Crosses
and Medals

J) Huckster Oratorio Society

&JTTHE COMFORTER,

\ J J

which is. the &&(y Ghost,
whoh tHeJatHer -milsendin my name,
lie shall teach you ott things,
and Bring all things w your rememSrance,
whatsoever % haxe said unto you "
JOHN 14:26

~

Roger Wihelm, Music Director
presents
Mendelssohn's

ELIJAH
FRIDAY and SATURDAY, MARCH 23 and 24, 1990, 6:30 PM
:

'

Asbury First United Methodist Church, 1050 East Ave., Rochester, NY
Handicapped access

TICKETS: HO O R $ 1 5
For ticket or group rate information call 377-5234 or 872-449
TICKETS A V A I L A B L E A T :

Anselmo's Musical Concepts (W. Ridge Rd.), Earl's Discount Liquor (FairpoU), Burke
Jewelers (Midtown), Hegedprn's (Webster), House of Guitars, Music LoyersjShoppe,
Parkleigh, Recorded Classics {Village Gate), Wendell Harrison Music
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