—-nuw

W W W

. IR
doovp b SRR3R IR N TR, e

By Father Paul Cuddy
Courier columnist

From a reader in Horseheads: ‘‘I write
because I may need your help. Six weeks
ago I sent a check for $30 for nine Ar-
chbishop Sheen cassettes, plus postage and
handling. The check cleared the bank a
month ago, but no cassettes. Could you
trace the order for me?

Father Bart O’Brien was my pastor for
many years at Horseheads. I told him many
times he had my vote for pope.”’

Comment: Wouldn't it be ironic if I
spent time in purgatory for not delivering
nine Sheen tapes, especially since I have
delivered more than 50,000 Sheen tapes,
and am still delivering orders for them?

As a one-man operation — and many

demands for tapes and books and booklets

— things can get mixed up. The tapes were
sent on immediately after the letter came.

"While - the vote for Father O’Brien is
complimentary, I think he might better be
left to do what he is doing: preaching,
teaching, praying, publishing, omnia ad
majorem gloriam Dei.

ON THE RIGHT SIDE

Recently when/ I was substituting for a
priest in Lyons, I stopped at Clyde —
located seven miles away — and there he
was substituting for Father Thomas Nellis.

““Come and have lunch with me in
Lyons,’’ I said.

‘‘How I should like to, but I am giving a
mission in Binngton next week, and I

must get on with|the preparation,’’ Father
O’Brien replied.

Such are priorities.
From a bruised collegian: ‘‘Mom was

right when after Louise gave me the heave-
ho she said, ‘Don’t worry. There are lots-
of nice Catholic girls out there.’’ It wasn’t
much consolation at the time, but looking
back I realize thaf she is right and I should

Spiritual springtime calls upon
people to support catechumens

By Father Albert Shamon
Courier columnist

Sunday’s readings: (R3) Matthew
4:1-11; (R1) Genesis 2:7-9; 3:1-7; (R2)
Romans 5:12-19. _

The word ‘‘Lent’’ means springtime.
This word comes from the same root as
“‘lengthen,’” since daytime lengthens dur-
ing Lent, and winter turns into spring.

Lent is a time for spiritual spring-
cleaning. It is a time to get our spiritual
lives into shape by prayer, fasting and
almsgiving.

Lent is 40 days because God’s people

‘journeyed for 40 years in the desert before

entering the Promised Land, and because
Moses, Elijah, and Jesus fasted and prayed
for 40 days before starting out on their
life’s work.

Forty, therefore, is the- symbol of: a
journey. Lent celebrates two journeys:
first, the journey of: the catechumens (the
‘“‘elect’’) toward the: promised land of the
church through the waters of baptism; and
secondly, the journey of the faithful, God’s
pilgrim people, from earth to heaven by a
renewal of their bapnsmal commitments to
renounce the works of Satan (hate, dissen-
sion, disputes, division) and to be a light to
others, especially to the catechumens, by
the witness of their lives.

The Sunday Lenten readings in Cycle A
(1990) are addressed to the catechumens;
in Cycle B (1991), to the faithful; and in
Cycle C (1992), to the penitents.

Thus, this Lent the catechumens are
called to reject the temptation to give up
(first Sunday); to enkindle the desire to be
transfigured by baptism (second Sunday);
to thirst for the living water (third Sunday);

to seek the light of faith (fourth Sunday);

and to rise from death to life in baptism
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(fifth Sunday).

By now, I am sure everyone has heard of
the RCIA (the Rite of Christian Initiation
of Adults.) Basically, the RCIA is the
journey those take who wish to enter the
Catholic Church| or to return to it. The
journey has four|stages linked together by
three rites. :

Stage one is the Pre-Catechumenate or
Period of Inquiry, linked to stage two by
the Rite of Becoming a Catechumen.

Stage two is. the Catechumenate or
Period of Instruction, linked to stage three
by the Rite of Election or Enrollment (on
the First Sunday |of Lent).

Stage three is the Period of Enlighten-
ment, the 1mqu1ate preparation for bap-
tism, which takes place all during Lent.
‘This preparation consists of three
Scrutinies and| two Presentations. The
Scrutinies take jplace on the third, fourth
and fifth Sundays of Lent, during which

time there is the Presentation of the Creed |

and then of the Lord’s Prayer.
This stage is linked to the final one by the -
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It’s about the AIDS 1ssue*
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| A WORD FOR | SUNDAY

Rite of Celebration of the|Sacraments of In-

Stage four is Mystagogia or the Period of
Post-baptismal Catechesis, (from Easter to

_ Pentecost), to deepen and strengthen the

new faith of the neophytes by their joyful
insertion into the faith community.
. During this time the neophytes should be
mentioned in the homilies and General
Intercessions. This peripd should climax
with a jubilant party, and every year after,
the anniversary of this great event should
be celebrated.
In regard to the RCIA| two things are to
be noted: First, if parish has no
catechumens, then the parish community
should reexamine its internal life and its
outreach in witnessing and evangelization;
and secondly, if a par sh has the RCIA
program, then the yarish community |
pport community
to the catechumens.
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Fulpit-pounding

stomped into the ground. I want to tell
those doing the sfgr omping to stop hiding
behind ‘‘don’t fudge, etc.”” Why do they
have sex with just anyone? God did not in-
tend sex for recreation. He intended it for
procreation! Why do some people act like
they have no control over it? Isn’t it a fact
that we live in-a very promiscuous world?
Look at the teenage pregnancy- and abor-
tion issues. Why don’t we hear more of
these kinds of facts from the pulpit? Is dy-
ing of cancer any less a suffering than dy-
ing of AIDS? I think not. Suffering is suf-
fering is suffering.”’

Comment: The lady from the Southern
Tier has strong feelings. ‘‘Pounding on the

" pulpit’’ would only be counter productive.

Of the AIDS issue, I read an'article on
AIDS in a poverty-striken African country
which spends so much of its limited health
treasury on AIDS that they cannot care for
less dramatic diseases sueh és cancer,
tuberculosis, measles, epilepsy, kidney
problems, etc., because of a lack of cash.

In the States — after the much-publicized
death of actor Rock Hudson — Hollywood
and others put on well-organized concerts
and drives for AIDS sufferers.

Isn’t it strange, however, that there is
such little publicity or fundraising about
other venereal diseases such as syphilis or
gonorrhea. Yet these diseases are
spreading. and infecting millions.. The
success of the AIDS concern comes from a
strong and vociferous lobbying.

Thirdly, God through nature has given.
mankind a strong sex drive. Its pleasure is
a reason and reward in marriage, along
with the power of procreation. God has
also given free will and grace to control
and direct this instinct.

The country seems to have gone sexually
berserk since the pill, condoms, abortion,
and Planned Parenthood have expanded.
God’s Commandments are the.answer to a
grievous problem. :

While we must help AIDS sufferers,
why neglect other sufferers?

THOUGHTS TO CONSIDER
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FUNERAL DIRECTOR
Grlef...
is help avalilable?

Grief is the name of a complex
combination of physical, emotional,
and spiritual experiences. It occurs
when we loose someone or something
very important to us.

It is a natural reaction to the realiz-
ation that we are not all powerful, that
we ourselves are mortal.

Everyone deals with grief in a differ-
ent way.

GRIEF RESOURCE INFORMATION
FORUM and the PASTORAL CARE
CENTER at Rochester General Hospi-
tal jointly sponsor g monthly bereave-
ment group called
WORKING THROUGH LOSS.

The group provides information,
education and peer support for adults
recovering from the death of a signifi-
cant person in their lives.

The group meets the second Tues-
day of each month from 7:30-9:30 p.m.
in the E-5 conference room at Roches-
ter General Hospital.

Easy-to-follow signs are posted
upon entering the hospital from the
parking ramp.

Open to all adults. There are no
dues or fees You may attend as fong
as you choo
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