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Amid promised reforms in South Africa, 

Bishops demand racial equality 
, WASHINGTON (CNS) - The bishops 
of South Africa welcomed the Feb. 2 an­
nouncement; by the nation's president, 
Frederick W. de Klerk, that Jhe 
National Congress would be granted legal 
status, but said the government still falls 
short on committing itself to racial equal­
ity. *• 

On Jan. 31, the bishops had urged an end 
tb the nation's death penalty and a 
moratorium on executions. They said the 
employment of the capital punishment is 
racially motivated and has been used as a 
weapon against the anti-apartheid move­
ment. 
^ And-pn Jan. ,29, police in the city of 

Bloemfontein used tear gas in a Catholic 
church hall to break up a meeting at which 
organizers were planning protests of a 
British soccer team's South African tour. 

Commenting on the announcement of the 
legalization of the African National Con­
gress, bishops' conference president 
Bishop Wilfred Napier of Kokstad; South 
Africa, said the move was welcome. 

But he added, "I did not hear President 
de Klerk make a firm commitment to a new 
constitution on the basis of full equality for 
everyone. 
\ "There can be no group rights or any 
distinction made on the basis) of color'' in a 
new constitution, Bishop Napier said. 
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Riot police chase a protestor in Manguang, a South African township. 

De Klerk brought a package of reforms 
to the .opening of parliament. He spoke of 
an open agenda with "overall aims" in­
cluding a "new constitution" and 
' 'universal franchise.'' 

He also said the government would soon 
decide the release date for long-imprisoned 
African National Congress leader Nelson 
Mandela. 

Along with the lifting of the ban, exiled 
members of the newly legalized organiza­
tions will be allowed to return to South 
Africa, political prisoners will be released, 
and restrictions on 38 anti-apartheid 
organizations and on those recently releas­
ed from politically motivated detention will 
be lifted. The longstanding state of 
emergency, which gives police vast powers 
of arrest and detention, is to be terminated 
as soon as possible, the president said. 

In addition, de Klerk announced a 
moratorium on the death penalty. 

Three days before the announcement, 
the bishops publicly demanded — for the 
first time — an end to capital punishment. 

At the close of the bishops'( Jan. 31 
meeting, Bishop Reginald Orsmond of 
Johannesburg, vice president of the con­
ference, said that a "growing awareness 
that capital punishment was unjust" had 
been heightened in South Africa by "the 
realization that the death penalty was 
fraught with racial discrimination and used 
as an instrument to eliminate those fighting 
the evil of apartheid.'' 

He said the death sentence is "more the 
symbol of an unjust and uncaring social 
order than a remedy restoring justice and 
peace to society, m this it clearly con­
tradicts all that Jesus lived and died for.'' 

Amnesty International reported that 117 
people were executed in South Africa in 
1988. Further executions are" believed to 
have been carried out in the "nominally 

Archbishop Tutu addresses a rally. 

independent African./ 'homelands,'" 
created by South ! Arnica, the rights 
organization said. 

The bishops' conference urged that a 
commission be appointed to look into all 
aspects of the death penalty and examine its 
relation to widespread violence in South 
African society. 

Bishop Orsmond said the conference 
urged Catholics to pray for condemned 
prisoners and added that the church has 
been asked to cooperate in a nationwide, 
educational campaign on violence and capi­
tal punishment. 

On another field of the South African 
political landscape, police firing tear gas 
dispersed 1,500 youths who met in a chur­
ch hall in Bloemfontein to plan protests 
against a touring English cricket team. 

The Jan. 29 incident was one of many as 
activists protested the team's seven-week 
tour, which had begun in spite of an anti-
apartheid sports embargo ^gainst^South 
Africa. 

Father Leo D'Aes, a priest at St. Rose of 
Lima Church in the black township of 
Mangaung, outside Bloemfontein, said 
windows in the church hall were smashed 
as police broke up the meeting. Chairs 
were .broken and benches were knocked 
over as people fled, the priest said. 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS OF THE ROCHESTER DIOCESE 

ROCHESTER 

NULTQN F U N E R A L H O M E 
Penfield, New York 14526 

(716)381-3900 

(716) 
381-3900 

M A T T L E F U N E R A L H O M E 
Rochester, New \brk 14609 

(716) 482-2440 

Set your mind at ease... 
Make your Funeral Arrangements 

with our Funeral Specialists 

381-3900 

(716) 
381-3900 

Malcolm M. Nulton James R. Gray 

ASHTON-SMITH FUNERAL HOME 
. Rochester, New York 14609 

(716) 482-6260 

W O O D F U N E R A L H O M E 
Rochester, New York 14624 

(716) 247-6360 

PAYNE-NULTON F U N E R A L H O M E 
Macedon.New York 14S02 

(315) 986-7781 

The funeral Directors listed herein 
offer pre-need and at-need services 
and counseling in accordance with the 
Catholic faith. 

Crawford Funeral 
Home, Inc. 

"Serving the Grater Rochester Area" 
Located at 49S N. Winton Rd. 

(Between Atlantic & Humboldt) 
(716) 482-0400 

BRIGHTON GATES GREECE 

Anthony Funeral 
Chapel, Inc. 

Scott ft Anthony • Mark K. 
'Anthony • Kenneth H. Eck 

2305 Monroe Avenue 
(716) 244-0770 

DiPonzio Funeral 
Home, Inc. 

(Across from St. 
Theodore's Church) 

219 Spencerport Road 
Rochester, N.Y. 14606 

254-6672 

This 
Space 

Available 

Arndt Funeral Home 
1118 Long Pond Rd. 

(south of Maiden Lane) 
Parking for over 100 cars 

Greece, N.Y. 14626 
Ronald John Arndt 
(716) 225-6350 

Vay, Schlekh and Meeson 
Funeral Home Ine. 

"Greece's Largest and Most 
-Complete Facilities" 

2692 Dewey Avenue 
107S Long Fond Rd. 

(716) 663-2100 

IRONDEQUOIT WEBSTER 

Paul VV. Harris 
Funeral Home Inc. 

Richard P. Harris Charles E. Davis 
570 Kings Highway S. 

(corner Titus) 
(716)544-2041 

May Funeral Home 
George L May Jr., Raymond L Welch 

2793 Culver Rd. 
Rochester, N.Y. 14622 

(716)467-7957 

McLaughlin Funeral 
Home Inc. 

John J. McLaughlin 
871 Culver Road 

Rochester, NY 14609 
(716) 482-1847 

Schauman-Sulewski 
Funeral Home Inc. 

Edwin Sulewski 
2100 St. Paul Street 

Rochester, N.Y. 14621 
(716) 342-3400 

Michael R. Yackiw 
Funeral Home 
1270 Norton Street 

Rochester, N.Y. 14621 
(716) 544-5000 

If no answer 342-9300 

Smith, Lotze & Anthony 
Funeral Chapel 

Scott B. Anthony • Mark K. 
Anthony • Frank L. Klick 
10 Lapham Park • Webster 

(716) 265-9550 

MONUMENTS 

HART MONUMENT CO. 
2301 Dewey Avenue \ Since 1856 

1 Opposite Holy Sepulchre Cemetery 865-6746^ 

REICHART MONUMENT CO. 
348 Crestwood Blvd., Rochester, N.Y. 14624 
(off Buffalo Rd. one block east of Howard) 

235-4490 
•t 

Catholic Courier 


