rd

nation

-\ffl° ' f

Scholars criticize Vatican draft of universal catechism
By Jerry Filteau
Catholic News Service

Jfcfatican Council and the postconciliar era,
^ignoring or even contradicting some imWASHINGTON - A panel of Catholic^ portant insights' in conciliar and postconscholars sharply criticized the Vatican ciliar teaching.
draft of Catechism for the Universal Chur- Panelists also said the catechism draft
chfaxinga press conference Jan. 28 at the failed to make needed distinctions between
central or es&pntial truths of faith and
Woodstock Center in Washington.
The panel expressed concern about defi- peripheral elements, and between estabciencies because, in the words of Bishop lished doctrine and theological views.
Raymond F. Lucker of New trim, Minn.,
Too much that is not a matter of faith is
when the final document is published it treated as if it were, said Jesuit Father
"will have an enormous impact on the life Francis J. Buckley of th.e University of San
of the church.
Francisco, author of several catechetical
"I'm hoping there will be a substantial works. Unless the final document makes
change in the text,'' he said.
clearer distinctions between matters of
Other panelists criticized the catechism's faith and those of church discipline or
structure, its use of Scripture, and its use of theological opinion, the result will be
natural law rather than Christian widespread confusion, he said.
"Among all of us mere was a genuine
. . discipleship as the framework for moral concern
that this document succeed," said
teaching.
Sister Mary C. Boys, a Sister of the Holy
They described it as containing theology Names of Jesus and Mary and professor of
from the 1950s in many ways. They said it theology and religious education at Boston
was inconsistent and selective in its use of College.
official church teachings from the Second

Pope appoints
budget chief
By John Thavis
Catholic News Service.
VATICAN CITY — Tn a major Vatican
financial appointment, Pope John Paul II
has named Cardinal Edmund C. Szoka of
Detroit to .head the Holy See's budget and
accounting office.
Cardinal Szoka, a 62-year-old PolishAmerican and a personal friend of the
pope, was named Jan. 22 as president of
the Prefecture for the Economic Affairs of
the Holy See, the Vatican said. He replaces
Cardinal Giuseppe Caprio, who was retiring at age 75.
^fs^^SSaKs 0 1 3 0 6 n o immediate^ annouheement regarding Cardinal *Szgka*s
replacement iifDetroit.
. ,
Cardinal Szoka will run an office thathas
played an increasingly important role in the
Vatican's effort to cut spending and reduce
* its annual operating deficit. As head of the
'"'prefecture/' as the agency is called in
atrial circles, he will act essentially as Vatican budget director.
The prefecture gathers income* and expense figures of Vatican agencies, double
checks them and puts them into a composite budget. Its figures tell how much
money entered the Vatican, how it was
spent and how much is needed to cover the
shortfall.
The prefecture's members have worked
closely with a specially appointed council
of cardinals, that has been looking into
ways to reduce the Vatican's annual shortfall, which totaled $44 million in 1988.
The shortfalls have been offset largely by
the proceeds of the worldwide, annual
Peter's Pence collection.
As archbishop of Detroit since 1981,
Cardinal Szoka administered an archdiocese of some 1.5 million Catholics,
including more than 300\j)arishes. His
1988 decision to close 30 parishes in a
cost-cutting effort was highly controversial
and was appealed by some parishioners to
the Vatican, which upheld the cardinal's
decision.
In 1989, the pope named Cardinal Szoka
to die Council of Cardinals to Study the
Organizational and Economic Problems of
the Holy See. The approximately 15member group generally meets twice a
year, and it last met in Rome in November
to consider past and projected budget figures and cost-cutting measures.
' Cardinal Szoka served as treasurer of the
National Conference of Catholic Bishops
in 1981-1984.
. V ,
The appointment of a resident archbishop to a top Vatican financial position
is considered unusual. The prefecture was
established in 1967, and its two previous
presidents have been veterans of Vatican
administration.
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But panelists also reached a consensus
mat the draft has serious problems, she
added. "I found this document deeply disappointing," she said, especially in its use
of Scripture.
The draft document was sent'out to me
world's bishops last December for review
and consultation.
Jesuit Father Thomas J. Reese, a research fellow at Woodstock Center, convened
a private symposium Jan. 27-28 of 15 U.S.
experts in catechetics, Scripture and
systematic, sacramental and moral
theology.
The symposium results are to be sent to
the National Conference of Catholic.
Bishops in the United States and to other
bishops' conferences aroundtitleworld to
help mem in their own analysis of-the draft,
Father Reese said.
Bishop Lucker, a longtime specialist in
catechetics and the only bishop1 at the symposium, said one of me biggest problems
bishops face in responding to the draft .is

"lack of time."
The Vatican has asked all bishops to
submit their criticisms and suggestions by
May 31.
Lawrence Cunningham, a professor of
theology at the University of Notre Dame,
said strengths in the document included:
• "For the first time a good deal of attention is paid to social ethics in a document meant to be an instrument of
catechesis, a teaching instrument.''
* "There is an enormous amount of
background from the traditions of the
church... not only of the West, but of the
East as well."
One of me draft's "most glaring
weaknesses," he said, is that it "suffers
from what computer people would call an
'information overload,'" with no guidance
as !B "what's more important and what's
less important."
Cunningham and others on die panel'
focused on die draft's structure as one of its
weakest points.

Sponsor A Child
like Conchita
($15 a month)
CHRISTIAN FOUNDATION
For CHILDREN
& AGING
Founded and directed by
CATHOLIC LAY PEOPLE.
YOUR $15 MONTHLY PROVIDES A NEEDY
CHILD WITH: NOURISHING FOOD, MEDICAL
CARE, the chance to GO TO SCHOOL and
HOPE FOR THE FUTURE. YOUR CHILD WILL
GROW IN THE DAILY KNOWLEDGE OF GOD'S
LOVE AND YOUR LOVE.
You will receive a photo of your child, description of
your child's country, family history, translated letters,
& quarterly newsletters!
Plus you will receive the personal satisfaction of
helping a child in need.

Let the little children come unto me.
— Mark 10:14
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Little Conchita lives in a small village in the Mountains of Guatemala. Her house is made of cornstalks,
with a tinyoof and dirt floor. Her father struggles to
support the family as a day laborer. Your concern can
make the difference in the lives of children like Conchita..

F O R T H E C H I L D W H O IS W A I T I N G
You can make visible GOD'S LOVE.
(Mexico, Guatemala, Honduras, El Salvador,
Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Colombia,
Venezuela, Peru, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Philippines, India, Kenya).

I would like to share my blessings with a
needy child.
A CHILD WHO MOST
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I would like to sponsor a D

boy D

girl •
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NEEDS MY HELP.

I am enclosing L J $15 for first month \ L J $45 for three months.
i

D

$90 for six months

$180 for the entire year

f~l I cannot sponsor a child at this time, but i enclose my gift of
$
CHRISTIAN FOUNDATION
FOR CHILDREN
& AGING
Attn: Robert Hentzen
President'

L

13001 WornaUIRoad
P.O.Box4ld327
Kansas City, MO ^4173-0158
(816)941-9100

to be used for the EMERGENCY FUND for Children.

L J Please send me more information on sponsoring a child.
NAME__

^
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ADDRESS_
CITY

-.
STATE.

'
ZIP.

Mate checks payable to: CHRISTIAN FOUNDATION FOR CHILDREN & AGING (CFCA)
U.S. Catholic Mission Association • National Catholic Development Conference
• Catholic Press Association • Financialreportavailable on request CJ 2/1/90 i

