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School plan meets resistance in q

By Rob 0ulllvan
Staff writer :

ROCHESTER — Last week the Com-
_ mission on Reorganization of Catholic
Schools released a reorganization proposal
that calls for the closing of four Catholic

schools in Monroe ‘County and the estab- .

lishment of two regional junior highs. which would become a K-6 school next [ ... for the last 12 years,” she said, refer- ister Lynch echoed s contention

The plan also calls for the téconfigura- | fall. nng to the -consolidation of the parish that the Rush/Henrietta : sdphoob were
tion of the remaining schools to house -| . In addition to the school closings, St." | schools of Good Shepherd and Guardian alr dy consolidated, and she ¢riticized the - ,
grades kindergarten through six, and fora | John of Rochesterl currently K-8, would Angels in 1978. ‘ estab- -
uniform tuition rate for schools within the | become a quadrant junior high. Seton ‘At that time, Good Shepherd became a in the

southeast quadrant.

The draft’s section on school consolida-
tions calls for the closing of the followmg
schools: . -

“Corpus’ Clmstl, Rochester — Grades
K=6.0of the school (currently K-8) would be
moved to Blessed Sacrament in the fall of
this year. This move would include the

placement of Corpus Christi’s cutrent staff |

and faculty at Blessed Sacrament;; noted
William Pickett, president of St. John Fi-
sher College and chairman of the reor-

-

‘transferred to GoodyShepherd
Currently conﬁgured as grades 4-8,

Good Shepherd would become a K-6

school with’ the addition of students from
Guardian Angels.

St. Rita, Webster ~ The K-8 student
body would move to Holy Trinity (K-8),

| Catholic’s Prnnary School, located .at Ro-

chester’s St.'Thomas More Parish and cur-
renitly housing grades K-3, would become
the quadrant’s other junior high. :

The plan was released on Wednesday,
Jan. 10, and school leaders are preparing
their responses to 1t for a meeting with the °
commission on Jan 24. Following that
meeting, the commission will take the
plan, along with |the leaders’ input, to
Bishop Matthew H. Clark, who is expected
to determine final ;rapproval of the plan by

to challenge the commission’s recom-
mendations. .
Catherine Kress, pnncrpal of Guardian,

- Angels, said she was ‘‘stunned’” by the
proposal to close her school. *I was sur- |

prised when our school was listed to be
closed because we have been consolidating

4-8 school and Guardian Angels a K-3 in
order to head off any future crises stem-
ming from declining enrollment. Kress

. noted that enrollment in her school has ac-

tually increased 25 percent in the last three
years, and that she had planned to replace

" her two current half-day kindergarten pro-

grams with two full-day ones next year.
Pickett acknowledged that the enroll-

_ ment figures he had from Guardian Angels

may. have not been up-to-date and said that
currently’ the Center- for Government

de}

.

ble; classrooms,”’ she smd oting |
currently are used as homerooms
that the remaxmng roo
puger and music classes.

u

to her school would
! for special education. |
“IT1 would need to use 14 of the 15|availa-

{
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|
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adrant
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that 10

house com- -

Plan,
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quadrant was only a reco
Iﬂ 2 date
Pickett responded by ndi
commission believes region

#“It’s better to have (ju, io

Ig atthe

gamzanon commission. month’s end. ‘ Research, which prowlded technical assis- | grams) in a way in which you have group-
St. Boniface, Rochester — This K-6 Pickett. stressed lthat the plan is only a | tancetothe commlssrbn, is looking into the | ings of 2-300 students in a building,”’; he
school’s student body would be consoli- | draft and noted that the schools’ input | problem. aid adding ‘that larger schools are more

dated with St. John’s, Humboldt.
- Guardian Angels, Henrietta — The
K—3 school would close, with its students

B:shop H:clge

By Karen M. Franz
Editor

‘Pope John Paul II has accepted the résig-
nation of Auxiliary Bishop Dennis W.
Hickey. The dction was officially announ-
ced in the Jan. 16 edition of L’Osservatore
Romano, the Vatican newspaper.’

Bishop Hickey submitted his resignation
upon his 75th birthday last October, in
compliance with Canons 401 and 411 of

»would be crucial m determining the final

makeup of the quadrant s reorganmtibn

Some school leaders are already preparing

That’s good news for Sister Helen
Lynch, RSM, principal of Good Shepherd

who was concerned that adding more stu-

y’s resignation accepted

served.

‘‘His dJsposmon* and mine too, is that he

continue, for so long as he may wish to.do -
so, to carry on the ministries he has done
so well,”” he added!

As a result, B:slrop Clark said, no signi-
ficant practical change would take place
within the dmcese as a result ‘of Bishop
Hickey’s retirement. He added that Bishop

Hickey will conunue to serve as one of the

any priest to perform confirmations. ‘‘It
doesn’t make a lot of sense'to ask for an
auxiliary just to do confirmations, and I
would not do that,”’ Bishop Clark said.

*‘I havé never, ever conceived of Bishop
‘Hickey as simply-47 confirming-person; 1L
have always con% as a colla-
borator in the work -of ov: ing diocesan
life,”” he said. ‘‘The reality of his ministry
is far more than (administering confirma-

church law, which call for bishops to re- | diocese’s twg vicars general. { tion), and I would want any other auxiliary
sign at age 75. Althoug@ said he might ask the Holy | bishop to be in the same position.’’
Bishop Hickey was ordained June 7, | See for another auxlhary bishop at some Now twice-retired, Blshop Hickey saJd

1941, and Bxshop Fulton J. Sheen appom-
ted him vicar general of the diocese in

1967: The Dansville native was conse-

crated auxiliary bishop of Rochester and ti-

tular bishop of Rusuccuru (an ancient dio-
cese of northern Africa), on March 14,
1968. :
Although the resignation procedure has
attached the word *‘retired’’ to the begin-
ning of his official title, little else will
change for Bishop Hickey, according to
- Bishop Matthew H. Clark.

‘‘He will be serving in a variety of ways,
generally speaking, continuing to do all of

the things that he does now except that | take some good time to think and pray | heights.”  fetirement parties in his honor, following a
- officially and canonically he will be the re- | about it,”’ Bishop id. Bishop Hickey does however; anlnenpéte / ngthy series of festivities {0 mark his 75th
tired auxiliary bishop of Rochester rather He noted that the Vatican has begun to | having more time to travel, and is thinking | birthday last fall. ?O '
* than the -auxiliary b:shop of Rochester,”” | weigh all requests Jfor auxiliary bishops by- | of a rail trip to the West Coast. Frequently,: I think the next one we’ll aim for will -
such criteria as |whether the auxiliary | he also visits his two sisters living in West- the 50th anniversary of| ordination in

Bishop Clark explained. -

rAt the two moments in his life when
Bishop Hickey was expected by the church
to step forward to submit his resignation
from pastoral posts, he has done that with
good spirit and promptness. He resigned
from (the pastorate) at St. Thomas More at
age 70 and has now retired as auxiliary

bishop at age 75, as he'does all things, with -

grace and peacefulness,”’ Bishop Clark ob-
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point in the future,” Bishop Clark said he
hasngegalantomakesucharequestatﬂns
time use the diocese now has two re-
tired brshops conhnmng in mlmstry —
Bishop Hickey and Bishop Joseph-L. Ho-
gan. “Both are ver, generous and beloved
persons who offer [a great degree of min-
istry to our people, ’1 ’ Bishop, Clark said.
The ongoing ministry of Blshops Hogan
and Hickey glvesianhop Clark time to
consider. the prospect of requesting another
auxiliary. *‘I would like to take some time
to think that dec;sxon through, consult
about it ... dlscuss it with advisers, and

would share on a ¢ollaborative basis in the
overall governance of the diocese or-would
simply function {as an assistant, and
whether the dlocesan bishop planned to

not be canomcallyi performed by priests or‘
others within the dlocese

Under certain crrcumstances for exam-
ple, church law its a bishop to appoint

990

[ entrust the auxxhary with duties that could .

that in addition to his ongoing work as gen-,
‘eral manager of the Catholic Courier, he
would eontlnne servmg the diocése ““on the
. pastoral si
tive discussions. presidifig at confirma-
tions, and represennng the diocese at var-
_ious cultural and civic functions.

““I really would like to see the Catholic
Courier firmly established as a free news-
‘paper,” added the general manager, who
looks upon himself as a liaison between the
paper and -the diocesan administration.

“‘One of the main purposes of my staying

. on is trying to help the Courier reach to the

chester County, N.Y.
““I anticipate a little more free time

icipating in consulta- .
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