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reaking the law can bring stiff fines in the courtroom
BylFather Paul J. Cuddy
$50."
Courier columnist
Fr. C : "That seems kind of steep to
R e c e n t l y T ^ i a s / driving alone from
me.
Weepport to AuRurn, which is a distance \ H H : ' 'I thought so." He said that he was
of eight miles. Outside Weedsport I picked
also drinking coffee while he was speedup a young hitchhiker, who was in his early
ing, and he added yet another infraction.
twen$es. Our conversation was interest' 'Why, he should have fined you more!''
ing.
I said.
F r . l C : "Hop in. Going to Auburn?"
For speeding violations not more than510
"No, about half way. I work at a
mph, the minimum fine is $30 and the maxnursing home on the way.''
imum fine is $100 plus a mandatory surFr. 2.: "I'm Father Cuddy. I live at St. charge. For driving 11 to 30 mph over the
Alpho isus rectory in Auburn.''
speed limit, the minimum fine is $60 and
HH "Are you.related to Judge Cu- the maximum is $200. This violation can
mean a maximum prison term of IS days
ddy?"
FT. Z.: "The city court judge? Yes, he's .plus a mandatory surcharge.
For speeding violations of 31 mph or
my nephew."
There followed a significant silence, so I more over the speed limit, the minimum
f him if he had to appear before my fine is $120 and the maximum is $200.
nephew.
Also, the violation can mean imprisonment
"Yes for speeding. He fined me \for no more than 30 days plus a $17 manda-

tory surcharge.
For uninspected vehicles, the minimun
fine, for a first conviction is $50 and the
maximum fine is $100. For subsequent
convictions, the minimum fine is $50 and
the maximum fine is $200. Violators can
be imprisoned for a maximum of 15 day s.
For license violations, the minimum fine
is $50 and the maximum fine is $200
and/or imprisonment of not more than 15
days. Except if the violations consist of
operating a license expired not more than
60 days, the maximum fine and term of
imprisonment remain the same, but the
minimum fine is $25 .'-^
For driving through, around or under a
railroad crossing gate or barrier, or passing
a stopped school bus, the fine for a first
conviction is no less than $150 but not
more than $250. Imprisonment for a first
conviction would not be more than 30
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For a third conviction within 18 months,
the minimum fme is $750 and the maximum fine is $850 and a 180-dky prison
term.
St. Thomas Aquinas once saidi "Law is
an ordinance of -eason, promulgated by
lawful authority oij the common g x»d.''
And after reading these stipulations, at
least one of us is going to drive more carefully and lawfully jman ever in the, past!

me beginning of fbe world for the second time

' Cindy Bassett
when it starts raining, it's not going to stop
until everybody and everything in the
/Courier Columnist
world is destroyed. The sad fact is mat God
"Listen! There's that strange noise
is sorry he ever created the earth. Everyagain," the raven said to the old owl perched just below him. "What do you sup- one has forgotten him. Everywhere God
looks, he sees violence.''
pose it is?"
"What's to become of us?" asked the
"The sound that you hear is Noah and
owl,
who was now fully awake.
his three sons cutting down trees," came a
gentle voice from the dove sitting higher up
"Noah is going to choose some of us to
in the same tree. ,
go with him and his family in the ark," the
"What's Noah going to do with all of dove said. "Someday the world will begin
-again."
that wood?" the raven asked.
The old owl decided that a meeting foe
"Doesn't look like rain to me," the raven said. "There's not a cloud in the all birds and animals should take place
immediately. When they heard the shocksky."
ing news, they tried to decide which of
"It's all very upsetting,"' the dove andiem would be chosen by Noah.
swered. " I heard Noah tell his sons that

As all of them continued to boast, the
dove remained silentl Finally someone
the group thought to ask him, "What/do
you have to offer Noah?"
The dove didn't say anything for a long
time. In his heajt, he knew he had nothing
as grand as the others to offer.
"I will be Noah's faithful friend," he
said timidly.
No sooner had the dove said that when
the dog spoke up. "In case you have forgotten, I am man's best friend.''
In the end, before the great door of the
ark slammed and the rains began, everyone
— including the dove — had been chosen
by Noah.
The torrential downpour didn't stop until
even the highest mountains of the world

The redeeming value of ordinary time
By Father Albert Shannon
Courier Columnist
Sunday's readings: (R3) John 1:29-34;
(Rl) Isaiah 49:3,5-6; (R2) 1 Corinthians
1:1-3.
Apart from the two seasons (Christmas
and Easter),- there remain 33 or 34 weeks
in die yearly cycle that do not celebrate a
specific aspect of the mystery of Christ.
This period in the liturgical year is labeled
"Ordinary Time."
Ordinary or counted time, is simply a
device to put "order" into our liturgical
books, to help us find our way in the Lectionary and Sacramentary. Thus, to know
that a Sunday is die Fifteenth Sunday in
Ordinary Time helps us locate it in the missal or lectionary. IThe celebration of Sunday in Ordinary
Time is the identifying mark of the Christian community. Sunday should be the climax of our week past and our preparation
for the week to come.
The First Sunday in Ordinary Time is me
Baptism of the Lord (this year it is pushed
out by Epiphany and celebrated on Mon-
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day, January 8).
Next Sunday is the Second in Ordinary
Time. In the first reading, Isaiah speaks of
One God has chosen to'be "my servant,"
"to raise up Israel" and be a "light to me
nations" so that "my* salvation may reach
to the ends of the earth."
In the gospel, John the Baptizer tells us"
this Chosen One is Jesus —"This is God's
chosen one." John also tells us that Jesus
pre-existed himself: "He was before me;"
and He is the "Lamb' of God who takes
away me sin of me world."
<••
"Lamb," because it is innocent, meek
and victim for sacrifice.
"Lamb of God," because appointed by
God, sent by God, God's only Son. Hence,
He can take away the sin of the world.
An Indian'once asked a missionary,
'' How can one atone for so many?''
' 'A dollar bill is worth 100 pennies,'' the
missionary explained, "but a $1,000 bill is
worth 10timesa 100 pennies. Man can do'

A W3RD FOR SUNDAY
so much, but the God-man can do infinitely
more. The difference in me worth.''
8What is me sin of me w.orld?
The plural "sins" indicates sinful acts;
the singular "sin" refers to a state or condition. ~"Sin" sumsony me effects of personal sins on society. Sin contaminates, infects and pollutes the very air we breath. It
creates a "sin-saturated environment" that
surrounds us like the cold and also affects
our freedom.
We all fail when — out of laziness, fear,
silence, indifference, or in the supposed
impossibility of changing me world — we
sidestep the effort and sacrifice-required to
eliminate or at least limit certain social
evils (John Paul, Social Concerns,
12/30/87, #35-38).

BISHOP MATTHEW H. CLARK
invites you to attend a day of Prayer and Discussion on the call to ministry on
Saturday, February 10, 1990
at St. Mary's School,
- N. Main St., Canandaigua,
New York from
10:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
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Hush Puppies
There's a deep-down comfortable Hush
Puppies81 style to fit just about everyone.
Leather uppers, memory foam insoles and
a contoured last that fits like your footprint in the sand.
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790 Ridge R d . . Webster»671-8289
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Ministry Workshops:
Pastoral Assistant
Youth Ministry
Liturgy
Chaplaincy
General Education
Business Manager
. Campus Ministry
Social) Ministry

For Additional Information or fib Register Call 328-3210 x235
RSVP:
Monday, January 22, 1990
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had been submerged under water. Every
one and everything perished except those
in the ark.
DeForty days aftejr the downpoujr h! ters
gun, the rain stopped. Slowly the
started to go dowri.
One day, Noah said to the raVen, "Go
out and see what you can and report back to
me.
y
The1 raven~eaj;erly. departed. He had
grown tired of the others. The raven never
returned. '
A few days later, the dove said to Noah,
"Pleake, let me gb out and have a look.^
A short time later, the dove came back to
the ark'since there was no dry place to
land. ?In a little jwhile, Noah said to the
dove,;''Try agairj.''
This time the dove saw a spectacular
sight below. Everything in the world was
changing from murky brown to stunning
green,
So ithe dove plucked a tiny sprig from
the olive tree and hurried back to tell the
others.
When Noah saw him coming, he was
very pleased. "You are the herald of new
ljfe oh earth," he told the dove in front of
She others. "From this day on, the dove
shall be called the bird of peace.''
Scripture reference: Genesis, Chapters 6-8.
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