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Norlega surrenders to ws authorltles

By John Thavis |
Cathalic News Servnce»

VATICAN CITY - A 10-day diplo-
matic dilemma ended Jari. 3 when deposed
Panamanian dictator General Manuel Nor-
iega left his refuge in the Vatican’s Panama
City nunciature and surrendered volun-
tarily to United States authorities.

At the Vatican, a spokesman said Norie-
ga’s surrender was probably the best solu-
tion to what had become a diplomatic
impasse. Noriega reached his- decision
freely and ‘“‘without being pressured ”
after ‘‘deep refle¢tion”” on his situation,
said spokesman Joaquin Navarro-Valls.

Noriega was arrésted by U.S. Drug En-
forcement Agency officials after he walked

B *. out of the nunciature Jan; 3. He was imme-

¥

 said Jan. 7 that mem

diately flown to Miami and arraigned the

Cristiani says soldiers involved in Jesuit killings

SAN SALVADOR, El ‘Salvador (CNS)
~ Salvadoran President Alfredo Cristiani
of the nation’s

' » armed forces were involyed in the Novem-

ber killing of six pro
and two women. -
‘It has been determmEd that there is in-
volvement on the part of certain elements
of the armed forces,” Cristiani said i ,
five-minute national radio and televi n
broadcast Jan. 7. '

-~ The six priests were shot at close range
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at their residence at Central American
University in San Salvador Their
housekeeper and her daughter also were
slain.

next day on a series of drug-related char-
~ges. A “‘not guilty’’ plea was entered for
the former strongman, and lawyers said his
trial would be delayed by months of legal
preliminaries.

° Navarro-Valls and U.S. officials cre-

shop Jose Sebastian Laboa, with convinc-

ing Noriega to leave willingly and face jus-
tice in the United States.

Archbishop Laboa, a 66-year-old Span-

- iard, explained in an interview with Italian

‘ reporters Jan. 6 how he and others changed

Nonega s view.
- The archbishop said a Noriega adv1ser

four days after the U.S. invaded Panama —

nent Jesuit prlests .

 saying that Noriega would unleash a guer-
rilla war in western Panama unless he was

rector, Father - Ignacio Elacuria, and
Father Segundo Montes, director of the
\.umversny s Institute for Human Rights —
werg respected” intellectuals who were
stromg advocates of dialogue between lef-
tist rebels and the Salvadoran government.

Human rights and church workers im-
mediately voiced suspicions that the kill-
ings, shocking even after 10 years of civil
war and some 70,000 deaths, were the
work of rightist death squads with links to
the military. -

*‘With the aim of determining the exact
circumstances and clarifying the truth in all
its magnitude, and due to the fact that the
military institution is not going to allow

_ but that was not possible. I took the terrible

dited the papal nuncio in Panama, Archbi--

telephoned the nuncio on Christmas Eve — -

" givenrefuge.
‘I was given 15 minutes to decide. My
first reaction was to contact the Holy See,

decision,”” Archbishop Laboa said. The
Vatican later backed up the nuncio, saying
his decision had in effect quelled the fight-
ing in Panama, in which many soldiers and
hundreds of civilians had died.

Archbishop Laboa said he informed
General Marc Cisneros of the U.S. Army
Southern Command in Panama Clty after
Noriega had arrived.

““It left them speechless. For them it was,
a humiliation,’” he said. :

The archbishop said Noriega thought at
first he would obtain refuge in a third coun-
try such as Cuba or the Dominican Repu-
blic. . But as the days passed, the nuncio

sionilism and its morale, a special honor
commission of officers of different ranks
within the military hierarchy and of civi-
lian lawyers has been created imme-
daately', ** Cristiani said in his broadcast.

He said that commission would work
with.a commission previously set up by his
government to assign ‘responsibility in the
killings so that “‘justice can be done in this
objectionable crime.”” He said his govern-
ment and the Salvadoran armed forces
‘‘are pledged to uncover the very last sus-
pect in such a detestable crime.”’

In Rome Jan. 8, the Jesuit order wel-
comed Cristiani’s statement.

“Yes, it does confirm our suspicions.

. AP-Wide World
Former Panamanian dictator Manuel
Antonio Noriega poses for a mug-
shot in Miami Thursday, Jan. 4.

convinced him that *‘neither the Americans -

nor the Panamanians would ever agree to
safe conduct’’ for him.

Even before the large anti*Noriega dem-
onstration outside the nunciature Jan. 3,
one of Noriega’s own advisers told him he
risked being lynched by Panamanian
crowds. The U.S. forces would never
shoot at the people, who could easily eriter
the nunciature, the adviser told Noricga.

Noriega gave the nuncio a personal letter

to Pope John Paul II; which was bemg for-
warded to the Vatican. :

Archbishop Laboa and Navatro-Valls
denied that any pressure had been put on
Noriega to leave. The nuncio in particular
denied published reports that he had given

~ Noriega an ultlmatum or deadline to turn
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: The priests — mcludmg the umvers1ty any of its members"«to tarnish its profes- Continued on page 5 | himself in.
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