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Christmas celebration continues through) Epiphany 
By Father Robert Scott Bourcy 
Guest contributor 

I am lying beneath the Christmas tree at 
my parents' home this day. As I look upon 
its beauty with cherished ornaments of past 
and present generations, I am in pain from 
sore ribs, a bad back and the effects of 
bronchitis. 

I will not, however, let these things get 
me down juid steal away the wonder of this 
sacred time of year. It's too precious and 
all too short. / 

Thoughts of Advent/Christmas/Epi
phany being too short? These thoughts are 
not shared by all. How sad to see Christ

mas trees curbside on Dec. 26, and houses 
that were brightly lit return to darkness the 
day after Christmas. Inaddiiion, figures of 
wise men are wrapped and put away before 
the Feast of Epiphany. What's the rush? 
Can't we pace our lives with the celebra
tion of me Lord's. 

For me past eight years, I have traveled 
— hot great distances like the Magi — to 
New England to celebrate Epiphany. There 
I celebrate annually with friends who have 
not deserted Christmas/Epiphany. Wreaths 
still adorn doors and shutters, living trees 
can still be found in homes and Magi fig
ures are still up with a place to bear their 
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Citing an international treaty, the Vati
can spokesman said such tactics were 
viewed as a ' 'very serious matter'' and said 
further steps would be taken if they contin
ued. • 

Navarro-Vails' statement marked the 
first time the Vatican had referred to the 
United States as an occupying power in 
Panama, a definition that was challenged 
by the United States. 

"We are down th^re with me consent of 
the government of Panama, the legitimate
ly elected leaders of Panama. That means 
we're not an occupying power," said State 
Department deputy spokesman Richard 
Boucher., { 

As the negotiations continued, they ap
peared to focus on whether Panama's new 

leaders would be willing to arrest Noriega 
andput him on trial there. Vatican sources 
said the nuncio was prepared to hand Nor
iega over to Panamanian justice as long as 
certain guarantees were maintained. 

On this point, mere was an apparent split 
among Panamanian leaders. The country's 
attorney general, RogelioCruz, said Jan. 1 
that his office might try to indict the gen
eral on charges of murder and drug traf
ficking. The murder accusation concerned 
reports of executions following a failed 
coup in October. 

But shortly afterward, Panamanian 
President Giullermo Endara said Panama's 
justice system was not prepared to try Nor-
' iega. He said he hoped ' 'that the pope does 
hot put us on the spot" by agreeing to a 
deal that would leave Noriega in the hands 
of Panama's authorities. 

gifts. 
This Epiphany, the images and symbols 

found in our prayers and preface give us 
cause to still praise the Savior who is born! 
They spoke of Him who was revealed to 
nations, of guidance by light — strong and 
near to all people — and of love that can go 
beyond the limits of the world. 

Don't we have faith in these words? 
Need we just look to the events of this past 
year and the power of prayer? How many 
times have men and women prayed for 
peace and the conversion of Russia? Won
derful gifts have been opened and continue 
to be opened between our nation and the 
Soviet Union. 

Gifts of peace and hopefulness of new 
life exist'for Eastern Europe. Of course, it 
is not finished; mere is so much ;more to 
pray for so that justice and peacej may be 
known by all. Lest we forget Panama, the 
homeless, the hungry and the poor. And 
yet his light still shines before all. 

Perhaps by the time you read this 
column, you will still betired from visiting 
family and friends,, or maybe you are 
rested. Some of you will have trees* and 
decorations dismantled, while some of us 
will have trees still up and our. nativities 
displayed. 

In whatever situation you find yourself, 
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we can share together the Christ-
niasVEpiphany spirit in our hearts. Is not 
the miracle of this holiday, to live it every 
day? True, some days it's hard with sore 
backs, cranky children, job worries, and so 
on, but let's not pack away its meaning. 
Fortunately," "wise men" saw die light 
well after the day of his birth. Let us, too, 
see that star and follow it. 

"When the song of the angels is stilled, 
jvheiUhe star in the sky is gone, when the 
kings/and princes are home, when me 
Shepherds are back with the flocks, the 
,work of Christmas begins: to feed me hu-
ingry, to release the prisoners, to rebuild 
ithe nations, to bring peace among brothers, 
jto make music with the heart." (Author 
(unknown). j 

MARRIED COUPLES - New Years resolution 
Resolve to spend a weekend together 

for resen/ations/info. - call 
DENIS & CHARLENE LEPEL 328-1260 
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NULTON FUNERAL HOME 
" Penfield, New York 14526 

. . (716) 381-3900" ' 

(716) 
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Set your mind at ease... 
Make your Funeral Arrangemants with 

our Funeral Specialists 

Malcolm M. Nulton 
ASHTON-SMITH FUNERAL HOME 

Rochester, New York 14609 
(716) 482 - 6260 

WOOD FUNERAL HOME 
Rochester,-New York 14624 

(716)247 -.6360= 

MATTLE FUNERAL HOME 
Rochester, New York 14609 

(716) 482 - 2440 

. (716) 
381 - 3900 

James R. Gray 
PAYNE-NULTON FUNERALHOME 

Macedon,, New York 14502 
(315)986-7781 

Those who wish to have 
arrangements carried out m 
accordance with the ideals of 
their faith, contact the funeral 
directors listed for pre-need or 
at-need services and coun-

IONDEQUOIT 
Paul W. Harris 

Funeral Home Inc. 
Richard PTHarhs Charles £. Davis 

570 Kings Highway S. 
(cornel'Titus) 

(716)544-2041 

May Funeral Home , 
GaugeL Ma, Jr., Raymond L HHrt ' 

2793 Culver Rd. 
Rochester. N.Y. 14622 

(716)467-7951 

Michael R. \&ckiw 
* "Funeral Home 

1270 Norton Street 
Rochester, N.Y. M621 

Ifao 342-9300 

McLaughlin Funeral 
Home Inc. 

John J. McLaughlin 
871 Culver Road , 

Rochester, NY 14609 
(716)482-1847 

GREECE 
Vay-Schleich and Meeson 

Funeral Home Inc. 
"Greece's Largest and Most 

Complete Facilities" 
2692 Dewey Avenue 
1075 Long Pond Rd. 
(716)663-2100 

Arndt Funeral Home 
1118 Long Rmd Rd. 

(south of Maiden Lane) 
Iferkmg for over 100 cars 

Greece, N.Y. 14626 
Ronald John Arndt 
(716)225-6350 

Hedges Memorial 
Chapel, Inc. 

Serving Rochester and it's Suburbs 
RufinH. Hedps> Robert W.Shm 

lam A. Afcflo 
770 East Main St. 454-7070 

Sena 
Funeral 

Edwin 
2100 St 

Rochester, N.Y. 14621 
(716)342-3400 

Schauman-Sulewski 
Funeral Home Inc. 

Edwin Sulewsla 
2100 St. Paul Street 

Rochester, N.Y. 14621 
(716)342-3400 
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Alvah HaUoran and Son, 
Inc. Funeral Home 

H. Daniel. Hailoran 
2125 CME Avenue 
(716) 247,7590 

DiPonzk) Funeral 
Home, Inc«s 

(Across from- St. 
Theodore's Church) 

219 Spencerport Road 
Rochester, N.Y. 14606 

254-6672 

REICH ART MONUMENT CO. 
348 Creftwood Blvd., Rochester, N.Y. 14624 
(off Buffalo Rd. one Mock east of Howard) 

(716)235-4490^ 

Crawford Funeral 
Home,Inc« 

"Scrriog the Gre*g Rachcmi Art*" 
Located at 495 N. Winton Rd. 

(Between Atlantic k Humboldt) 
(716)482-0400 

BRIGHTON 

^ 

Anthony Funeral 
Chapel, Inc. 

Scott B. Anthony • Mark K. 
Anthony • Kenneth H. Eck 

230S Monroe Avenue 
(716)244-0770 

WEBSTER 

HART MONUMENT CO. 
23dl Pewey Avenue Sine*? 1856 
Opposite Holy Sepulchre Cemetery 865-6746 

Smith, Lotze & Anthony 
Funeral Chapel 

Scott B. Anthony • Mark K. 
Anthony Frank L. Klick 
10 Lapham Park • Vfebster 

(716) 265-9550 
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