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Arguments begin in case
involving fired professor

CINCINNATI (CNS) — Arguments
were heard Dec. 1 in the 6th U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals court in Cincinnati in the
case of a Catholic professor at a Catholic
university fired because his conscience

forbade him to join the teachers’ union -

over its abortion stand.

Bruce Cameron, an attorney for electri-
cal engineering professor Robert Roesser,
argued Roesser was within his rights to
offer the University of Detroit Professors’
Union that he give an amount equal to his
union dues to charity, because the union’s
parent, the National Education Associa-
tion, favors a woman’s right to abortion.

David Smith, a lawyer representing the
university, said the university had its hands
tied because the contract it negotiated with

the professors’ union calls for professors to -

be fired if they refuse to join the union.

The university, Smith said, would likely
have been charged with unfair labor prac-
tices by the National Education Associa-
tion under the National Labor Relations
Act had it retained Roesser. A union vic-
tory would have forced his discharge.

Roesser was fired in 1984. He told CNS
he became aware in 1982 that the National
Education Association took a position for
abortion.

He had never joined the union before,
but had paid ‘‘agency fees” equivalent to
union dues for union-derived benefits from
contracts with the university. But when he
discovered the union’s abortion stand he
refused even to pay those fees. ‘

When negotiations between Roesser, the
union and the university broke down, the
university complied with the union’s de-
mand that he be fired.

The National Labot Relations Board in
1984 denied Roesser’s request for rein-

statement. Roesser sued the University of

Detroit and the National Education Asso-
ciation in U.S. District Court, but the court
dismissed the suit in 1988.

Roesser secks reinstatement and back

. pay. He said he was offered a teaching job

at a university outside Michigan, but could
not arrange for suitable housing nearby.

Cameron, an attorney for the National
Right to Work Legal Defense Foundation,
said Tide 7 of the Civil Rights Act of 1964
allows for employees not to join unions if it
violates their religious beliefs.

Cameron said the provision is most often
used in the case of Seventh-day Adventists,
whose teachings do not permit union mem-
bership. '

Roesser’s religious beliefs were such,
Cameron said, that ‘‘he couldn’t associate
with any group promoting abortion.”’

Peter Shinevar, an attorney representing
the National Education Association,  said
the union’s offer to rebate a proportionate
share of Roesser’s union dues used for pol-
itical purposes was *‘‘reasonable as a matter
of law.”

If the circuit court rules in Roesser’s
favor, the case could be sent back to dis-
trict court for a full trial. An appeal to the
U.S. Supreme Court is also possible,
Cameron said.

A decision is not expected until at least
February, attorneys said. Smith said ‘‘it
may be years”’ before courts have the last
word in the case.

Despite the protracted battle, Roesser,
now an electrical engineer for General
Motors, said he would do it again.

“It had a reinforcement’” on his faith,
Roesser said. ‘‘I've become a stronger
Catholic because of it. If you encounter a
conflict with your religion, you should
fight it, not back away from it.”’-
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Headquarters at Camp Crame, inside the Ph||ipplnes Constabulary,
burns after rebels bombed the building during an attempt to overthrow
President Corazon Aquino. Time and much work will be needed to heal
the woul;\ds of the coup attempt, said several of the country’s bishops.
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By Tracy Early
Catholic News Service

NEW YORK — The 10th anniversary of
the death of |Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen
was marked by remembrance of his min-
istry at Massés and an announcement that a
foundation i 1s being formed to promote his
teachings.

Known to' the public primarily for his
preaching and lecturing — much of it
broadcast by radio and television — Arch-
bishop Sheen also taught philosophy at The
Catholic Umversxty of America in Wa-
shington from 1926 to 1950, directed the
Society for the Propagation of the Faith
from 1950 to; 1966 and served as Bishop of
Rochester from 1966 to 1969. He received
the title of archbishop upon retiring.

In remarks at the begi}ming of Mass at
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At St. Ann’s, friends come in all
shapes and sizes.

We know that friends are among life’s warmest blessings. That's why _
~ we’re happy that we have two special friends, volunteers Sandy Rogalski
and her Golden Lab “Boomer.” Their weekly visits are part of the warmth

- that makes St. Ann’s Home and The Heritage feel just like family.

For more information about volunteering, 42\ S;n Ax;norsd:l:‘;n: and The Heritage ~
admissions, and our new adult day ; % o1 ve.

. health care program please call 342-1700.

Thursday, December 14, 1989,

Rochester, NY 14621
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FAMILY RESTAURANT

570 Stone Rd. at Dewey Ave.
t’ 663-3071
Sun.-Wed. 6am-9pm

T?urs:Sat. 6am-10pm
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OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

TWO LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU

FAMILY RESTAURANT & LOUNGE
2380 Lyell Ave. at Howard Rd.

(next to Hadlocks, across from Wegman's)
- Sun.-Tuhrs. 7am-9:30pm, Fri. & Sat. 7am-10:30pm

es mark archbishop’s death

St. Patrick’s Cathedral Dec. 10, Cardmal
John J. O’Connor recalled that upon Arch-
bishop Sheen’s death Dec. 9, 1979, he was
‘‘given the unusual honor, highly de-
served, of being buried beneath the high al-
tar here in the cathedral, an honor usually
resérved for ordinaries of the Archdiodese
of New York.”’

‘“‘Many believe that no voice ever pro-
claimed the truths of our faith more power-
fully, more eloquently yet more compas-
sionately than did the voice of Archbishop
Sheen, and that no voice ever will do so
again,’’ the cardinal said.

Archbishop Sheen was also remembered
at a Mass Dec. 7 at St. Agnes Church, a
midtown-Manhattan parish where he often
preached. _
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254-7125

!

SERVING BREAKFAST. LUNCH AND DINNER IN A RELAXING, FAMU Y STYLE

A PMOSPHERE... 7 DAYS A WEEK.

MANY HOMEMADE SPECIALS FVERYDAY.

iOPhEN CHRISTMAS & NEW YEARS EVE
SERVING MANY DINNER SPECIALS FROM IAM. TILL CLOSING,

INCLUDING: PRIME RIB, STEAK, SEAFOOD, VEAL, FRESH ROAST
TURKEY, PORK, BEEF, AND MANY, GREEK DISHES.

OPEN NEW YEARS DAY - 7a.m.- 3sp
Merry Christmas & Happy New Year from Saki,
Mary, and all the staff at both Olympia Restaurant

. locations. We'll be closed Christmas Day.
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A MUSlC M I CHAE L u;pAOsoundofNeil Ij)lamond.

Every Friday and Saturday from 9:30p.m.-
1:30am at our Olympia Lounge with the

.....................................................

 GIFT
CERTIFICATES
from the Olympia
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