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Words should convey truth with love

By Blshop Matthew H. Clark

There is a sign hanging on a wall in
the Personnel Division which reads
*“To undo a rumor is like unringing a
bell.”” When I saw that sign recently,
those words — of all of the words 1
read that day — caught my eye and
stuck in my spirit.

It’s not always easy to know why a
particular phrase or picture or experi-
ence will stay in one’s memory while
1,000 others do not. I am not entirely
sure why this one did, but I do suspect
that it has stayed with me for two
reasons. One is the arrival of the Ad-
vent season with its emphasis on hear-
ing the Word and speaking the Word in
truth, The other is the damage and con-
fusion I know are caused by rumors.

I won’t go to great length writing
about either of those reasons. But of
the Advent season, let me point up the
heightened importance and richness of
the Word of God and the dispositions
of the heart that allow us to bQ truly at-
tentive to that Word.

The Word is a communication of the
interiority, the inmer mystery of the
God-life to us creatures. It is a gift pre-

cious beyond belief, which is so loving
and so true as to transform our inner
life if we let it touch us and are willing
to let it lead us. It is an event so power-
ful, this divine speaking and human
hstemng, and requires such vulnerabi-
hty in us, that it can be carried out only
in a relationship of absolute trust.

We know that our vulnerability will
never be abused because God is always
faithful. There can be pain in receiving
and following the Word of God. But
that pain comes not from God but from
the conversion from selfishness to
which God’s Word always calls us.

1 think of John the Baptizer, Mary
the Mother of Jesus, and Jesus, him-
self, as they come to us in our Advent
readings. Their simplicity in attendmg
to-the Word of God and their utter in-
tegrity in speaking it model for us in a
powerful manner the way in which we
should attend to the truth however the
truth may come to us.

I think of John the Baptxzer. I think
of Jesus of Nazareth. I think of Mary,
his mother. Each was utterly simple
and open before the Word of God.
Each was totally disposed to follow

that Word wherever it led. Each of
them acted and spoke with utter integ-
rity. There was no guile in any of
them.

Mary and John and Jesus are won-
derful models for our attentiveness to
God and to one another. They also can
help us to reflect on how we use the
precious gift of speech. That gift is
meant to build up, to encourage, to
communicate life. It is a privileged ve-
hicle by which we communicate our
interiority to one another. It is meant to
bear poetry, dreams and music and our
response to the God who loves us so
much.

Because words are so important in
human relationships and the conduct of

society, we have a right to expect that

the words we use will always convey
the truth spoken in love. Our words are
never meant to be hammiers that blud-
geon or blades that cut. They are not
given to us to be used to demean or di-
minish another or to bear a part of the
truth when fuller truth is available to
us. .
We are in a season in which we cele-
brate the wonderful reality that ‘‘The

Word was made flesh and dwelt among
us,’”” when we honor especially the

‘woman who received the Word in her

heart and brought the Word into the
world.

It is good for us to take some time to
reflect on how we listen to one another
and how we speak. Our use of such
gifts says a lot about how we under-
stand and respond to the goodness of
God.

" Peace to all.

Youd be
amazed
with what
just $5
can buy.

Is there anything more joyful
than the sparkle in a child’s
eyes on Christmas morning?

Greater Rochester Cablevision
invites you to share the
holiday spirit by participating
in its annual holiday fund drive.

A donation of a toy, canned
goods or a cash gift of $5 will
help provide a happier
holiday for thé needy. in our
community.

In return for your gift, you'll
receive a free connection to
cable television from GRC.

Let's work together to make
this holiday season happier
for all Rochester families.

If you would like to help . . .

Call 987-6300

GRC

We put the vision back in television.

Your donations willbe disributed through the
Salvation Army and Clown Service Fund. Inc.
Some restrictions mav apply.

School selling coupons

ROCHESTER = Holy Ghost School is
selling the 1990 edition of the Family Lei-
sure coupon book at $11 each. The book
contains hundreds of coupons for every-
thing from fine dining to fast food, includ-
ing bowling, goif and movies. All coupons
are good until December, 1990.

All proceeds go directly to the school.

- For information, stop in at the school of-

fice at 230 Coldwater Road, or call Joyce
Piarulli at 716/247-1314.

HELP BROTHER TIMOTHY

to help the fatherless, unwan-
ted, handicapped, homeless
chlidren, and the poor. Send
,Redemption Stamps; Green,
Gold Bond and Plaid, Trea-
sure chest coupons and don-
ations, as well as tapes from
Bells, Tops, and Super Duper
THE FRANCISCANS Markets to:

Brother Timothy, OFM

8t. Patrick’s Friary-

102 Seymour St.

Buffalo, NY 14210
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SAVE

Your Trading Stamps and Soup Lables...
can help provide for the education of needy
Sioux Indian children at St. Joseph's Indian
School.

TRADING STAMPS: S&H Green, Top
Value, Blue Chip, Plaid, Gold Bond, Red
Holden, Big Bonus, Greenbax, e¢tc LMC &
BW coupons. OSCAR MAYER (POP: Proof
of Purchase) & Campbell labels (Front Panel
only). Please Send to:

St. Joseph’s Indian School,
BOX 2F9 Chamberlain, SD 57326.
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Please patronize
our advertisers

Catholic Courier (USPS 135-580)

Vol. 101 No. 59 Dec. 14, 1989

Published weekly except week after July
4 and Christmas by the Rochester Catholic
Press Association.

. Subscription rates: single copy, 50¢;
one-year subscription in U.S., $15; Canada
and foreign $15 plus postage.

Offices: 1150 Buffalo Road, Rochester,
NY. 14624, 716/328-4340.

Second-class postage paid at Roch-
ester, N.Y.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes
to Catholic Courier, 1150 Buffalo Road,
Rochester, NY. 14624,

Catholic Courier
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