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the board of directors of a youth group at 
Holy Name of Jesus in Rochester from 
1983-84. 

"I wanted to get involved in the parish, 
and the youth minister approached me and 
asked me (to join)," recalled Ann Kurz, 
28, who has cerebral palsy. "I helped to 
put on events. I had to coordinate the 
teens," Kurz said. 

Despite me youth minister's good inten
tions, Kurz said she never felt die teen
agers accepted her. She believes much of 
the problem stemmed from the teens' diffi
culty in understanding her speech, which is 
slow and somewhat slurred. 

"(The teenagers) really didn't know 
what to do when they didn't understand 
me, and they acted scared of me," she 
said, noting mat she doesn't mind repeat
ing a statement if her listener doesn't 
understand it at first. 

"I would call people on the phone and 
ask them, for example, to make a poster, 
and they would say, 'OK,' but then I would 
hear from' someone else ... that (the teen
agers) didn't understand what I wanted.'' 

Kurz said that when she asked the youth 
minister to hejp her resolve the communi
cation problems with the teens, she was 
told only to "try harder." 

Although she was invited to work with 
me group the next year, Kurtz declined. 
She currently does not participate in any 
parish activities. "I want to be involved, 
and I'm very hesitant about asking," she 
said. 

Kurz's experience attests to the fact that 
physical access to a parish is meaningless 

without a corresponding social access 
based on attitudinal change. To help par
ishes bring about such change, De-
chaine's department has worked in the past 
with the diocesan Department of Continu
ing Education to sponsor workshops on the 
disabled for parish staff members. 

Kristan spoke at one such workshop last 
April during which he related his experi
ences to die 110 parish staff members in at
tendance. Bom Kurz and Kristan have spo
ken at workshops sponsored by To Reach 
and Inform about Developmental Disabili
ties, TRIADD, a community-education 
program of the Health Association of Ro
chester. 

TRIADD has sent several speakers to 
parishes and Catholic schools throughout 
the diocese, and recently sponsored an as
sembly on the disabled for students at 
Aquinas Institute, according to Betty Mor
ton, TRIADD's program director. 

Kurz said she tells her listeners that 
"everyone is unique and I think they have 
to look at (disabled people) as individuals 
... Everyone has a handicap, and some are 
more visible than others.'" 

William McGrath, who currently be
longs to St. Joseph's Parish, echoed Kurz's 
comments as he talked about his experi
ences serving on the parish council at St. 
Thomas More in Rochester, where he was 
a parishioner for 15 years. 

McGrath, who is confined to a wheel
chair by multiple sclerosis, eagerly accep
ted an invitation to serve on me council 
when it was extended in 1§83. 

"I got involved becausef'as a result of 
my illness, I felt a real calling to relay my 
experiences as a disabled person and, by 
my presence in various areas of the church, 
to convince myself that I was capable of 
service to other people,'' he said. 

McGrath chose action not words to 
spread the word about the capacity of disa
bled people to contribute to die church. "I 
wasn't really a terribly political person in 
terms Of preaching about disabilities ...," 
he said. "I think (the council members) 
were really pleased I had somediing to 
offer." 

People with disabilities want opportuni
ties, not sympathy, McGrath remarked, 
noting that most disabled people resent re
ceiving kind treatment simply because they 
are disabled.' 'There are just as many jerks 
in wheelchairs as (there are) nice people," 
he said. 

Dechaine echoed McGrath's sentiments, 
and asserted that once a handicapped per
son receives an opportunity to serve die 
church, he or she must make the most of 
that chance. She pointed to her own expe
rience as chairman of the school board of 
St. Ambrose in Rochester in the 
mid-1980s, when she didn't allow her 
blindness to thwart her in carrying out her 
duties. 

"I took notes in Braille," Dechaine said 
of me school board's meetings. "I wrote 
the agenda in Braille. I had a Braille slate 
so I could write whatever I wanted.'' 

Kristan has made similar efforts to learn 
the folk" group's songs at rehearsals, " i 
take a microcassette recorder with me. I 
tape me songs and memorize them at 
home," he commented. 

Kristan's efforts are appreciated by his 
fellow folk-group members. "It's kind of 
humbling to me to be with (the Kristans)," 
said Bob Sayre. "It just gives you a little 
more incentive, a little push.'' 

"(Kristan) has soloed before, and mat's 
a very beautiful experience," Hendrickson 
said.' 'We love having him.'' 

the folk-group members' comments 

point to me ultimate point disabled Catho-
lics want to make to Their church — die 
more die church involves themf

: the more 
me church will gain. The U.S. bishops said 
as much in their 1978 pastoral letter. 

"When we dunk of handicapped people 
in relation to ministry, we tend to automa
tically dunk of doing somediing for diem," 
die document stated. "We do not reflect 
that diey can do somediing for us and wim 
us." 
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General 

Card of Thanks 2 , 

THANK YOU: Sacred Heart and St. 
Jude for favors received. J. 

Personals 4 

SANTA'S PERSONAL LETTER: to 
your child, send name and ad
dress, $2 to KIDS, Box 
1 3 6 - N Y Y , 142 Hudson, 
Chatham, NY 12037.(NYSCAN) 

Announcements 7 

MISSING PERSONS INC.: National 
network, reunites lost friends and re
latives. FREE INFO. 804-857-LOST/ 
M.I. INC. Box 7187, Norfolk, VA. 
23509. Attention: A.G. Ho-
vik-(NYSCAN) 

IK'loi'i' \ mi ri 

Call the Covenant House 
9-LINE, 

a hotline for troubled youth 
and families, 

open 24-hours a day, 
seven days a week, 

f rom a n y w h e r e in t h e U .S . 

Employment 

Help Wanted 14 

Bottling Plant Needs Full-time 
Production Worker. 

Monday - Friday 9 to 5 
Small, Friendly Firm. 

High School Graduate. 

Fee Brothers, (716) 544-9530. 

Excellent Wages for 
Spare Time Assembly 
Easy work at home. No 
experience needed. Call 

1-504-362-3432 EXT. 15596. 
Open 24 hours, including 

Sunday 

1-800-999-9999 

Trie street is no solution. 
Old problems get worse, 
and new ones are created. 

Employment 

Help wanted 14 

LIVE-IN HELPER Monday-Friday. 
Household chores, meal prep
aration, personal care. 467-6032 
Monday-Friday 1-5 p.m. 

DRIVERS: Come for the money. 
Stay for the Stability. J.B. Hunt, 
one of America's largest and 
most successful transportation 
companies, pays its drivers 
some of the best salaries in the 
business. Call 1-800-643-3331 
today. EOE. Subject to drug 
screen. (NYSCAN) 

IF YOU'RE LOOKINGrfor a job at a 
weekly newspaper in New York 
State, we have a free classified 
ad service to help you in your 
search. Send your ad to NYPA 
Newsletter, Executive Park 
Tower, Albany, NY 12203. 
(NYSCAN) 

PART-TIME SALES: decorating, 
window treatments. Win train. 
Flexible hours. Spring crest 
Drapery Center, ask for Clara, 
723-1052. 

PART-TIME WORK: Wanted; 
homemakers and retireees to 
work with the elderly. Flexible 
Hours, good pay, 723-8760. 

DRIVERS: 100,000 miles trac-
tor/trailor experience required. 
Earn $550-$700 per week. 
Excellent benefits. Late model 
equipment. Home most week
ends. No need to relocate. Call 
Recruiting 1-800-888-8268, Van
tage Transport, Versailles, 
Ohio.(NYSCAN) 

Employment 

Situation* Wanted 15 

MAINTENANCE AND GROUND: 
work. Steady and reliable. Look
ing for new employment refer
ences. Call 663-8360. 

Business 
Opportunities 16 

BE YOUR OWN BOSS! National 
manufacturer needs local per
son to service 100% natural 
juice route. Best one-man busi
ness ever. No selling. No over
head. Must have $14,400, se
cured 100% by inventory. 
$55,000 very possible first year. 
This could make you indepen
dent. First time offer, for details 
c a l l 9 a . m . - 9 p . m . 
1-800-633-1740. (NYSCAN) 

CHRISTMAS Tanning Beds: For 
year-round tan from $199. Wolff 
home-commercial units, mon
thly payments low as $18. Call 
today Free color catalog, 
1-800-228-6292. (NYSCAN) 

Buy & Sell Property Services 

Mechandise -
for sale 36 

TYPEWRITERS: bue to school 
budget cuts Smith Carona offers 
brand new electronics with word 
eraser, full line memory correction, 
easy load correction cassette. 
$169.00 list much more. 1 year war
ranty. Free delivery. Credit cards, 
COD. Exchange only. 315-593-8755 
anytime. (NYSCAN) 

Wanted to Buy 37 

Acreage for sale 48 

1200 FOOT SHORELINE, 50 
acres. Some owner financing 
possible.' Contact Christopher 
Denton, 311 Lake St., Elmira, 
NY 14901 607/734-0661. 

tor rent 54 

B A T H R O O M * K I T C H E N 
REPAIRS AJC REMODELING 

21 * « s Saving Gntfw RodnaMr 
AlWoritPferaontfyMaratod 

Fras, CourtMU* I 

CalJhK 352-3447 

JHarilpn'* antiques 
Top cash paid for old wood 
furniture, clocks, glass and 
china, sterling, crocks, quilts, 
etc One item or complete 
household. 
647-2480 or 872-2239 

Houshold Sales 41 

HOUSEHOLD & ESTATE SALES 
Experienced, Free Estimates. We Also 
buy accumulations. Nancy Flaherty. 

(716)533-1746 

I What makes a great 
Classified ad? 

Action is what you want when you 
run a classified ad and action is what 
youll get from us! Our classifieds 
really work and they bring RESULTS! 

If you've got something to sell or lease, 
have a service to offer or are looking 
for a job, don't settle for anything less 
than POSITIVE RESULTS! 

"Wben results count," c a u 3 2 8 - 4 3 4 0 

CATHOLIC 
COURIER 

FEMALE ROOMMATE: wanted for 
new luxurious townhouse in 
Fairport. Non-smoker, profes
sional. $325/mo. plus electric. 
Call Mary: 223-4969. 

Unfurn. Apartments 
for Rent 58 

MimDWN MANOR 
APARTMENTS 

FOR AGE 52 AND OLDER 
Convenient Downtown 

Location, walk to shopping. 
On a direct busline. 

• Studio $254 
• One Bedroom $299 
All Utilities Included. 

Monthly Mass Services. 
Section 8 accepted. 

475 East Broad St. 546-3650 

COBBS HILL: 6 rooms, dean, con
venient, stove and refrigerator, 
washer and dryer, rent plus se
curity deposit plus utilities. 
2444029. 

& Installation 91 

WILLIAM L ESTES 
(US. NAVY-RETIRED) 

S E R V I C E M A S T E R E A S T 

258 MACED0N CENTER RO. 
FAIRPORT, N.Y. 14450 

(716) 223-1709 
PROFESSIONAL CARPET CLEANING 

FURNITURE. FLOORS. SPECIALTY SERVICES 

Electricians 96 

Services 

YOUR 25 WORD: Classified Ad will 
run in the New York State 
Classified Advertising Network 

' (NYSCAN) of 182 weekly news
papers statewide for only $180. 
You can also advertise your 
classified in specific regions 
(Western, Central and Metro) for 
only $132 for two region? and 
$72 for one region. Call or visit 
Catholic Courier 716/328-4340. 
(NYSCAN) 

MAINTENANCE • NEW USTALLATIONS 

EUGENE NOLAN 

NOLAN ELECTRIC 
107 ROUGE ROAD 

334-6350 
COMMERCWI. UC#W0l RESIOENT1AJ. 

life 

Good, dean Pun 
Live mnwic for all occasions 

Some '89 dates are still available 
Priced competitively with DJ.'s 

Call for oar free tape 
Gary Quinn 2 3 5 - 1 1 8 9 
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