the way

Advent illuminates life's deep longing
There were tears in the young mother's
eyes as she showed me the picture of her
newly adopted son. He is a Korean child
and the picture caught him grinning as he
struggled to sit as upright as his 7-month-

their child will attune them in a special way
to that dimension of this holy season. If
Advent is a time in which we yearn for the
completion of what God has already begun, then their hopes and dreams for the
growth of their son will also prepare them

old muscles and frame would allow him to
do.
The mother spoke wim great joy about

in a beautiful way for Advent prayer.
And, if Advent calls us to recognize
God's loving presence in all that is real,

being a parent to this baby for whom she
and her husband had waited for such a long
time. First, they waited for years hoping
that they might be able to conceive. Then
they waited through the long decisionmaking process, which is part of the adoption process.
I think of that very happy couple in these
early days of Advent. And I must confess
that I envy just a little their experience of
adoption, which will make Advent a special time for them this year.
If Advent is a time of expectation and
renewed longing, these years of waiting for

surely these parents will be especially blessed as they hold close their little son who is
made in God's holy image.
We may not have had the special privilege of adopting a child, but I hope that all
of us can identify in our human experience
some event or relationship or longing that
somehow draws us into the spirit of Advent.
Is there anything which you long for in a
particular way and for which you pray
daily? The health of a loved one? Freedom
from some addiction? Freedom for oppressed people? Reconciliation of family mem-
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bers? Employment? Friends to care about
you? Greater protection for the unborn? An
increase of human services for those in
need?
Or perhaps your prayers focus oa the desire for continued growth and deepening of
good things you already experience. An
expansion of what seems to be the recovery

of freedom among the oppressed people of
Eastern Europe? An ever more mature and
deeper relationship with your spouse or
fiance? That a relationship which has come
to mean more and more to you might
someday lead to marriage?

It may well be that you yearn most for
the grace to live in the presence of God and
to recognize God's loving presence in the
people, circumstances and events of daily
life. That is not an easy accomplishment.
And when we are able to read reality in that
way, we can do it only because of our faith
and the guidance of God's Holy Spirit. I
am not talking about predicting the future.

Sponsor A Child
like Corina
($15 a month)
CHRISTIAN FOUNDATION
For CHILDREN
& AGING
Founded and directed by
CATHOLIC LAY PEOPLE.
YOUR $15 MONTHLY PROVIDES A NEEDY
CHILD WITH: NOURISHING FOOD, MEDICAL
CARE, the chance to GO TO SCHOOL and
HOPE FOR THE FUTURE. YOUR CHILD WILL
GROW IN THE DAILY KNOWLEDGE OF GOD'^
LOVE AND YOUR LOVE.
i

You will receive a photo of your child, description of
your child's country, family history, translated letters,
& quarterly newsletters!
Plus you will receive the personal satisfaction of
helping a child in need.

Let the little children come unto me.
^MB^

—Mark 10:1^

Peace to all.

TAX DEDUCTION
DONATE TO YOUR PARISH
Little Corina lives in a small mountain town in Honduras. Her mother is blind and her father abandoned
them. Your concern can make the difference in the lives
of children like Corina.

FOR THE CHILD WHO IS WAITING
You can make visible GOD'S LOVE.
(Mexico, Guatemala, Honduras, El Salvador,
Costa Rica, t)omlriic1tn 'Republic, Colombia,
Venezuela, Peru, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Philippines, India, Kenya).
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I would like to share my blessings with a
needy child.

!
I would like to sponsor a L I boy L J girl U

A CHILD WHO MOST
NEEDS MY HELP.

I am enclosing

$45 for three months.

$15 for first month
L J $90 for six months

O

CHRISTIAN FOUNDATION
FOR CHILDREN
& AGING
Attn: Robert Hentzen
President

13001 Wornall Road
P.O. Box 410327
Kansas City, MO 64173-0158
I
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(816)941-9100

I

_ t o be used for the EMERGENCY FUND for Children.
I Please send me more information on sponsoring a child.

NAME

•

ADDRESS.
CITY

STATE.

Your
Car or Truck...
Boat... Motorcycle... ,v£
Recreational Vehicle V]
and receive IRS retail tax form.
Charity Fundings will auction your
donation and the net proceeds will
go to your parish or any non-profit
organization.
FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL:

CHARITY
FUNDINGS
"Helping to Fund
Public Charities"
(716) 426-1030
522 Trolley Blvd., Rochester, NY 14606

$180 for the entire year

ED I cannot sponsor a child at this time, but I enclose my gift of
$

I speak rather of accepting the reality of the
present and realizing that it is in the present
place and time that we are called to respond
to God with all of our spirit and being.
That can be relatively easy when things
are going our way. It's generally more
difficult when a strong dimension or aspect
of our present experience is painful for us
or strongly frustrates us. We can so easily
yearn for the experience to pass so that we
can get on wim our lives. Surely there is
nothing wrong with praying and working
to move beyond unpleasant aspects of life.
But we need to take care that whatever the
circumstances, we do our best to respond
with the peace and simplicity and reconciling spirit of Jesus Himself.
It's a tall order but it is inevitably a
source of inner peace, allowing us to share
a spirit which is one of hope and encouragement.
So dear friends, let me encourage you to
rest when and as you can during the Advent
season so that you can consciously and
peacefully invite the Lord to open for you
the life-giving dimension and possibilities
of the more troublesome dimension of your
life. And when you do that, please pray for
your friend.

ZIP.
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