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By Father Richard P. McBrien
Syndicated Columnist

One reviewer has suggested that Eugene
Kennedy’s new biography of Cardinal
Bernardin is really two books in one. The
first is a highly laudatory book about Car-
dinal Bernardin and the second is a sharply
derogatory book about Father Andrew
Greeley, Cardinal Bernardin: Easing Con-
Jlicts and Battling forthe Soul of American
Catholicism, (Chicago: Bonus Books,
1989).

The reviewer may have it half-right.
There may be two books in one here, but
Father Greeley is only a part of the Bernar-

din story and nota stoxy in himself. If there
is a “‘second book,”’ iit is a narrative de-
scription and analysis of post-Vatican II
U.S. Catholicism, in which Cardinal Ber-
nardin has played such|a leading role.

What Eugene Kennedy does in this *‘se-
cond book”’ is to continue to make the case
fora progressive — what he calls ‘“Culture
Two’™’ Catholicism less tied to tra-
ditional msututxonal forms

It is an approach that he has been de-
veloping in such Jearher books as
Tomorrow’s Catholics, Yesterday’s
Church: The Two Cultures of American
Catholicism (New York: Harper & Row,

Kingdom of Israel splits in two
just as prophet Ahuah predicted

By Cindy Bassett

Courier Columnist _
‘‘Jeroboam! Jeroboam! A message has

just arrived for you from Israel,”’ the ser-

vant called to the young man working in

the field.

For some time now, Jeroboam had been
living in exile in Egypt. Many of the peo-
- ple in Israel had become dissatisfied with
King Solomon. Jeroboam was the leader of
those who had sought to overthrow him.
When King Solomon learned of the plot, he
issued an order for the death of Jeroboam.

“Is it good news?”” the servant asked
when Jeroboam finished reading the letter.

“‘King Solomon is dead,’’ answered Jer-
oboam. ‘‘He did not die by the sword,”” he
added, seeing the servant’s questioning
look. ‘“His son, Rehoboam, has already
been proclaimed his successor by some of
the people.”’

*‘What will you do now?”’

*I will return to my own country, but
not to declare my allegiance to a new king
so easily,”” Jeroboam said. ‘‘Representa-
tives from the 12 tribes of Isracl have
called an assembly. They will ask Solo-
mon’s son what can be expected from him
asking.”’

Rehoboam seemed surprised when he

~ heard from some of the people that they

were not happy under King Solomon.
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**Look around you and see the great city of
Jerusalem. My father' was a master buil-
der,”” he said.,

““What about the shrines he built to the
false gods of his foreign wives?’’ Jeroboam
asked pointedly. ‘““He set a bad example
and many of our own people began wor-
shipping these pagan gods, t0o.’

Before Rehoboam could reply, another
from the crowd stood and voiced a com-
plaint. ‘‘King Solomor]i may well have been
a master builder, but he forced us to work
long and hard on his projects.’’

‘“‘And after we paid all those taxes to
support his lavish kingdom, we had no
money left for ourselves,”’ someone else
added.

Rehoboam listened to their grievances
and then he asked, ‘“What is it that you
want from me?”’

Jeroboam spoke for the entire assembly.
*‘If you will treat us fairly.and not place
such severe burdens on us, then we will be
your loyal subjects.”’

Rehoboam did not respond to these de-
mands at once. He was a crafty fellow and
he liked power and wealth just as his father
had. ‘‘Come back here in three days. Then
I will have an answer for you.”’

Fiest, Rehoboam sought advice in the
matter from King Solomon’s oldest and
most trusted advisors. ‘“What the people
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Blography of cardmal IS ‘two books in one’

- 1988), and Re-Imagining American Catho-

licism: The American Bishops and Their
Pastoral Letters (New York: Vintige
Books, 1985).

A second reviewer has proposed that if
Cardinal Bernardin were mnmng for pope,
this would be his campaxgn biography.
There may be more accuracy in that obser-
vation.

Eugene Kennedy’s sympathy for his sub-
ject is clear throughout. He obviously re-
spects and admires Cardinal Bernardin,
and considers the cardinal’s vision and
exercise of pastoral leadership to be exac-
tly what the Catholic Church needs and de-

THE BIBLE - CORNER

have said is entirely true,’’ they told him.
‘‘Better to lighten their work and taxes and
rule in peace than to have an uprising.”’

Rehoboam’s friends offered different

advice. ‘“You must be even stricter than
your father was or you will lose control,””
_they said. ‘‘Tell them if they are not obe-
dient to your commands, then they will be
beaten.”’
. In three days, Rehoboam returned as he
had promised. His decision was issued in a
single statement to the people. *‘If you re-
fuse to obey my laws and work on the
building projects and pay the taxes set forth
by my father, then I shall increase your
burdens.”’

*“Then we do not want you as our king!”’
the people all cried together. ‘‘Down with
King David’s family!”’

In the end, only the two tribes of Judah
and Benjamin decided to remain loyal to
King Rehoboam. The remaining 10 tribes
proclaimed Jeroboam as their king.

The kingdom of Israel was split in two
just as the prophet, Ahijah, predicted when
he tore Jeroboam’s cloak into 12 pieces.

- Scripture Reference. 1 Kings Chapter
12:1-24.

Meditation: Rehoboam sought counsel
from advisors, but he never consulted
God for advice on his life.
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serves at this moment in its history.

If our biographer has discovered any
substantial flaws in his subject, they cer-
tainly aren’t made very obvious to the
reader. Whatever criticisms one finds here
are subtly and indirectly stated.

A third review launches an attack from
the right. The reviewer, in this instance, is
also bitingly personal in his remarks about
Kennedy and his literary talents, but that
would not surprise anyone familiar with
the reviewer’s usual polemical style.

This third reviewer and his neo-
conservative friends inside and outside the
Catholic Church have been profoundly un-

“happy with the U.S. Catholic bishops’ pas-
toral letters on peace and the economy. In-
deed, they have been displeased with the
general course taken by U.S. Catholicism
in these post- Vatican II years.

The emergence of the National Confer-
ence of Catholic Bishops as an active teach-
ing body has been a particularly obnoxious
development for them.

One major reason is evident: the
bishops’ teachings — at least on matters of
social justice, human rights, and peace —
are to the left of their own.

The reviewer’s distress with Kennedy’s
sympathetic biography has a lot to do,
therefore, with the reviewer’s own agenda
and interests.

But it would have been impossible for
Eugene Kennedy to have written a sym-
pathetic biography of Cardinal Bernardin
without also writing sympatheticaily about
all that the cardinal has stood for and em-
bodied, particularly his role in the NCCB.

‘‘Bernardin’s story is far from over,’’
Kennedy writes, ‘‘but, perhaps more than
that of any of his colleagues, his will con-

tinue to parallel and to reflect the larger

narrative of American Catholicism.”’

This new biography should be of inter-
est, therefore, not only to the Catholics of
Chicago, but to anyone concerned about
the future direction of Catholicism in the
United States.
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