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BALTIMORE (CNS) — Before adjourn-
ing their general meeting Nov. 9, U.S."
bishops called for foreign forces to leave
Lebanon, endorsed chastity rather than
‘‘safe sex’’ as a means of fighting AIDS,

and unanimously approved a pastoral plan .

written by and for black Catholics.

Earlier in their meeting, held in Balti-
more to commemorate the 200th anniver-
sary of the first U.S. diocese and bishop,
the prelates reaffirmed the sacredness of
life, stating that the unborn should be
protected constitutionally and that all
Catholics, including politicians, shotld re-
ject *‘pro-choice’’ stances on abortion.

At -the end of the meeting, Archbishop
Daniel E. Pilarczyk of Cincinnati began his
three-year term as presndent of the Nanonal
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Bishops tackle major issues d

Conference of Catholic Bishops and U.S.
Catholic Conference, replacing Archbi-
shop John L. May of St. Louis.

Elected vice president was Archbishop
William H. Keeler of Baltimore, who had
been secretary. Bishop Raymond W. Les-
sard of Savannah, Ga., was elected secre-
tary for the two remaining years of Archbi-
shop Keeler’s term.

In other actions during their Nov. 6-9
meeting, the bishops:

* approved a food and agricultural po-

licy statement that criticized domestic hun-
ger as ‘‘morally intolerable.”’ The 30-page
document, approved without dissent, -calls
for every human being to have enough
food, seeks broader ownership of farm-
land, asks federal programs to attain ade-
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quate farm incomes, promotes fair wages
and workmg conditions for farmworkers,
and encourages cooperatives and envir-
onmental stewardship.

e voted| 225-18 to set guidelines for
pnestless Sunday worship. Vatican appro-
val is needed before the suggested services
could be ﬁsed when no priests are availa-
ble. *

. decidg 175-12 to ask that the Vatican
approve any requests from bishops in vast
rmssmnary territories to permit lay people
to perform marriages when no priests or
deacons were available. The request for
use of Canon 1112 of church law originally
came from Archbishop Francis T. Hurley
of Anchoxl'age Alaska.

® approved a 1990 budget of
$31,655,756 for the NCCB-USCC, which
is about 1 million higher than the 1989
‘budget. By a 165-6 vote, the bishops also
approved a levy on dioceses of 15.7 cents
per Catholic, and approved (141-29) the
use of i mcome from reserves to meet 1991
spendmg if necessary.

. appgoved steps for renegotiating the

. exclusive arrangement the bishops’ confer-

ence hasj with the Eternal Word Television
Network for broadcastmg bishops’ confer-
ence televxsxon programming.

. proposed that Rome authorize substi-
tution of ‘‘ustedes’’ for ‘‘vosotros’ in
Spanish rlrlturgxcal texts used in this coun-
try. Ustedes is the common Spanish word
for *“yon’” used in the United States.

i agrged to disband the NCCB ad hoc
commxttee for implementing the bishops’
1986 pastoral letter on the economy. The
work of seeking economic justice will be
carried out by other NCCB agencies.’

In adoptmg a statement on the Middle
East, the bishops said that a sovereign
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A Women'’s Scholarship

' Catholic women in the Diocese of
\ochester are invited to apply for a
scholarship to be awarded for the first
time in the Spring semester, 1990. The
scholarship is made possible by the
Scholarship Fund for Women at St.
Bernard’s. The award is worth up to
$2 490 for the semester and is renewable

fci)r the 1990-1991 academic year.

'Contact the Reg1strar, St. Bernard’s
Institute, 1100 S. Goodman St.,
Rochester, NY 14620-2545 or call
716-271-1320, ext. 290 for’information:

St. Bernard’s Institute

uraduate School of Theology
& Ministry

, Located on the campus of
Rochester Colgate Divinity School
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uring general meeting

Palestinian homeland should be negotiated.
Such negotiations should include protec-
tion of Israel’s sovereignty and territorial
security.

Archbishop Roger M. Mahony of Los
Angeles, whose committee drafted the
statement, said it offered a ‘‘common
ground on which meaningful dialogue can
be based’’ for ‘‘just and lasting peace’’ in
the Mideast. )

On the last day of the meeting, Archbi-
shop May proclaimed two days of prayer
— Dec. 8 for peace in Lebanon and Nov.
26 for the persecuted Ukrainian Catholic
Church.

In their statement on acquired immune
deficiency syndrome, the bishops asked
that AIDS patients be treated compassion-

. ately. But they said only chastity and an

end to drug abuse would stop the AIDS
epidemic in the United States.

Urging behavioral change, the bishops’
pastoral statement on AIDS opposed the
so-called safe-sex promotion of condoms
to lessen sexual transmission of the
diseasé. Sexual intercourse, they ‘said, is
only moral within heterosexual marriages.

The pastoral plan for blacks endorsed
proposals developed by a national congress
of black Catholics in Washington in 1987.

Written after consultation with blacks in
107 dioceses, the document deals with
concerns over the identity of black Catho-
lics, questions of ministry and leadership
within the black Catholic community and
the issue of blacks’ responsibility to reach
out to the larger society.

In a sidelight, some 50 bishops sang and
swayed to gospel music African-American
style at a Nov. 7 prayer service in Balti-
more’s Basilica of the Assumption of the

Continued on page 5
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