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Sister Mary Bride Clalre who led the
Sisters of Mercy of Ro- 5=

chester through a cru-
cial period of renewal
in the 1960s, died of a
heart attack on Mon-
day, Oct. 9, 1989, at N
Highland Hospital. She [
was 78 years old.

Known as a charismatic leader, Sister
Bride’s courage and wisdom laid the
modern foundations of the sisters’ service
in accord with the vision of the Second Va-
tican Council, said Sister Elaine Kolesnik,
a congregational spokeswoman.

Under Sister Bride’s leadership, the Sis-
ters of Mercy sent seven women religious
into full-time, inner-city service and do-
zens of others into part-time or summer

" programs, among them a store-front apos-

tolate on Joseph Avenue in 1965. .

‘‘Sister Bride was the most inspiring
leader of the Sisters of Mercy over the last
40 years,”’ said Sister Mary Sullivan, a
professor of language and literature at Ro-
chester Institute of Technology who knew
Sister Bride for 40 years. ‘‘Into every en-
during organization there comes — at least
once in a half century — a truly great and
beloved person whom everyone cherishes
and respects.”’

Last June, Sister Bride was one of eight
Catholic women honored by the Women'’s
Scholarship -Committee of St. Bernard’s
Institute, for outstanding contributions to
the Christian community.

Born in County Clare, Ireland, Sister
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Sister Mary Bride Claire, RSM, former superior general

Bride came to Rochester as a young girl,
attended the Rochester Business Institute
and worked as a secretary before joining
the Sisters of Mercy in 1933 at the age of
22.

In 1943, she received a bachelor of
science degree from Nazareth College,
where she majored in secretarial science.
Sister Bride obtained her master of science
degree — with a major in guidance and
counseling — from the University of Day-
ton, Ohio, in 1973.

After teaching in the business depart-
ment at OQur Lady of Mercy High School
from 1937 to 1949, she was appointed to
head the congregation’s formation pro-
gram, guiding the development of all sis-
ters not yet comnitted to perpetual vows —
specifically, the development of novices.

In 1955, Sister Bride was elected assis-
tant to the superior general. She was elec-
ted superior general in 1961, holding the
office until she retired for health reasons in
August, 1970.

During her tenure, she spent several
weeks in Mexico and she was responsible
for establishing the order’s first foreign
mission abroad, in Santiago, Chile.

In December, 1965, the entire congrega-
tion — led by Sister Bride — donned for
the first time a modern habit. Two years
later, she led 45 women religious in a two-
year study of every aspect of the Mercy

sisters’ lives with a view toward the ren-

ewal called forth by the Second Vatican
Council.
““(Sister Bride) was a special leader for

us as Sisters of Mercy of Rochester. She
was a charismatic, gifted woman who led
and directed us through the difficult years
of renewal in the mid-60s,’’ said Sister
Mary Judith Heberle, who is presently a
‘member of the sisters’ leadership team.

" Sister Heberle served as assistant superior

general to Sister Bride before succeeding
her as superior general in 1970.

*“She was open to changes in the church,
and was willing to take risks if she felt this
was for the best,” Sister Heberle added.
‘‘She encouraged members of the congre-
gation to be open to the directives of Vati-
can II »

Sister Bride served as a guidance counse-
lor at Mercy from 1970 to 1977. She later
became coordinator of the Omega Sisters

Community at the motherhouse from 1977
to 1979. During that time, she was also co-
ordinator of services for retired sisters.

From 1979 to 1984, she was on the-staff
of the Mercy Prayer Center, which was
formerly located at Holy Cross convent,
Charlotte, and is now located on Highland
Avenue in Rochester.

Sister Bride is survived by two sisters,
Sarah (Ford) of Rochester, and Barbara
(Connole) of Ireland; a niece, Barbara
Pope of Rochester; a nephew, Michael
Ford of Churchville; and several other
nieces and nephews in Ireland.

A Mass of Christian Burial was held
Wednesday, Oct. 11, in the motherhouse
chapel. Interment took place at Holy Se-
pulchre Cemetery.
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only one to miscalculate in these areas.
Many another dioceses, many a Catholic
institution likewise overspent, were no
more aware than we were of the radical
changes that the future had in store.

We must not forget, however, the posi-
tive achievements of the era of ‘‘big spend-
ing.”” The period produced a number of
worthy church buildings, some of them
truly distinguished. It brought forth acts of
great generosity towards the church, a lar-
gess surely noted in heaven. It gave a per-
manent impetus to the development of
Catholic secondary and college education

in the 12 diocesan counties. And at least
for a decade or two, it allowed more chil-
dren than ever before to be educated in our
diocesan elementary schools.

The saddest development in more recent
years has of course been the decline of the
diocesan parochial school system that
Bishop Bernard J. McQuaid fought so val-
iantly and well to establish. That can never
be completely restored to its old state. But
many of the parish schools still survive.

Standard wisdom states that if you have a

good thing going, you should not abandon
it: Once forsaken, it can hardly ever be re-

‘vived. Plans are now afoot to preserve

what remains of our parochlal school
system.
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YARD SALE at the Barn at 150

General

Employment -

French Rd., Pittsford by Sisters
of St. Jgseph from 9-6, October
20 & 21. Typewriters, trunks,

appliances, furniture, leaded
glass, windows, air conditioners,

carved oak rallings and house-

THANKS: St. Jude, God thanks-for
favors received and for favors to
come for me. R.S.

Annouricements 7

Bottling Plant Needs Full-time
oct !

Monday - Friday 9 to 5
Small, Friendly Firm.
High School Graduate.

Worker.

HOUSEHOLD & ESTATE SALES
Experienced, Free Estimates. We Also

| Fee Brothers, (716 544-9530. | | uy accomutations. Naney
: - (716)533-1746
Call the Covenant House ATTENTION Eam money reading
9-LINE bool_(s! SSZ,OOOIyear income po-
a hotline for troubled youth ext. BK 7083. (he02 Property
and families,
open,24-hours a day, TRAVEL: meet friends, make

seven days a week,
from anywhere in the U.S.

1-800-999-9999

The street is no solution.

money, have fun! Travel world-
wide on cruise ships. Great jobs-
available  now.
tic/Pacific/Caribbean. Call im-
mediately. 1-900-230-3131 (99

45 ACRES Adirondack mountains.
$22,900. Adjoining state land.

~ Near skiing, golfing, and large
lake. Town Road. Surveyed, fi-
nancing available. L. Corp.

Atlan-

Old problems get worse,
and new ones are created,

A

tails,
K-1467.

, :

cents per minute). (NYSCAN)

EARN MONEY watching TV!
* $50,000/yr income potential. De-

1-800-687-6000 ext

R———————"

518-359-9716. Other acreage
available.(NYSCAN)

SOUTH CAROLINA the Myrtle
Beach Resort. Oceanfront con-
dominiums for fall vacations,

“Employment

Buy/Sell

goif pkgs., winter rentals. Daily
house keeping, nearby fishing,

shopping. Free color brochures.

Excellent Wages for

1-800-438-3005.(NYSCAN)

Spare Time :Assembly
Easy work at home. No
experience needed. Call

OUTSIDE WOODBURNER: load
morning and night. Clean, easy

central heat for hot water or for- NION NEAR MAIN
15043623432 EXT. 15596. | coians cysoms, AGUATHERN, | + S o DhConnd e
Open 24 hours, including Brooten, MN 56316. Noneer, privede, bus, seculty, $270Mma incudes)s
Sunday 1-800-325-2760.(NYSCAN) Now Comus G 2385368
| NURSE One night (12 to 8 a.m.) per

l

week. Sisters of Mercy Infirmary.
Contact Sister Kathieen Ann,
716/288-6740.

CRUISE $SHIP: hiring men-women.

size or condition; also antiques.
458-5589.

- Surnmer-career opportunities
$300-$900/week. Photogra-

phers, tour guides, casino Top cash paid for old wood
workers, etc. Excellent pay plus furniture, clocks, glass and
world travel. Hawaii, Caribbean, china, sterling, crocks, quilts,

Bahamas. Call now!

Marilpn’s: sutnques

206-736-7000 ext. 123C (cali re- housechold.
fundable). (NYSCAN) 647-2480 or 872-2239
14

BATHROOM & KITGHEN aa‘ nT ROOFING & SIDING
HEPAIRS AND REMODELING . HEATING & EW and REPAIRS
21 Years Serving Greater Rochester AIR coumme AU. TYP|
All Work Personally Attended I your heating or air conditioning
Free, Courteous Estimates isn’t working up to its capacity,
. we'll find the problem or you don’t
Call Jim: 352-3447 pay for the service call.
| Senior Citizen Discount |
PAHOUR | 2884270 PAINTING
Service Rochester MASONRY
BaseTetar capg et [ cten mymves
H DRIVEWAY SEAL,
Beautv serv'ce Hicks Home Hea i ".: A )’jG GUTTER CLEANING
Shampoo e Cut » Set Call us for Winter Co o
Permanent ¢ Color Heating & Air Conditioning o RZRFEEES ESTIMATES-
Manicure Specialists SIONAL WORK
« Sales » Service ¢ Installation - 392-4435
A Family Owned &. Al Meyvis, Jr. 323-2876
COMMUNITY 424-4848
CARE
OF ROCHESTER -
BEAT THE WINTER RUSH{
288-7560 Furnace Cleaning & Start-Up
An Affiliate of Visiting Nurse 21 Point Check
Regularly $39°s NOW $20 OFF
Receive Coupon for 50% OFF
Your next service call!
RHEEM FURNACE
Completely Installed for $999!
Ange Construction O Rorats $1450
Service Calls — All Makes & Models.
Regularly $29°5 NOW $10 OFF . i
INSTRUCTION

Complete Remodelmg
Services
Custom Decks

Roy Ange 436-4738

J.A.M. HEATING & COOLING
544-3445

_Rental Plan
426-0620

WILLIAM L. ESTES

(US. NAVY-RETIRED) s

SERVICEMASTER EAST
258 MACEDON CENTER RD.

“Since 1917

TAYLOR AR coun%eotme
% OFF
APFIlLAIHE HUMIDIFIERS

INSULRTION

FAIRPOHT, N.Y. 14450 CALL A FAMILY BUSINESS
(716) 223-1709 482-4664
PROFESSIONAL CARPET CLEANING o Ae2a429 Merchants Fd. since 1977 328-3832

FURNITURE, FLOORS, SPECIALTY SERVICES

We specialize in insulating older homes
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® siding and roofing specialist ml{gn n:'n .
. ivery &
: Eoptenual end comimercial Spring Cleanupa
. mesonab::f;lu%‘ Free E-timtel 223-1159
Call any time 458-1972 Glrdens Flower and Bed Design
Catholic Courier

ne ¥ oes s s ot . e . a3
A R L IR RAX PRI




