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Ways vary to answer a common call 
By Bishop Matthew H. Clark 

Each year around this time, the letter from the 
pastor is in my mail box for me when I arrive 
home. Bob Miller wrote it faithfully when he was 
with us; now Tom Mull honors the tradition. 

The letter announces the fact that the time for 
the Thanks Giving Appeal is here again and asks 
for continuing support of the effort. I have 
received such a letter for each of the last eight 
years and so have my secretaries —Chuck Latus, 
Lou Vasile and now Paul Tomasso — who have 
lived here with me at Sacred Heart. 

We have some fun about it each year since I at
tend so many meetings and send so many letters 
about the Thanks Giving Appeal and am not 
likely to forget that this annual event has rolled 
around one more time. I do enjoy receiving the' 

letter, though, because I believe very deeply in 
the work of the appeal. 

And, because I do believe in its work, I am 
happy to contribute whatever I can to its success. 
The Thanks Giving Appeal allows us each year to 
meet the responsibilities we have as a diocese. It 
also permits us to fund the services and ministries 
by which we extend the care of Christ to others 
who stand in particular need. 

But my point today is not so much to promote 
the Thanks Giving Appeal —although I dearly 
hope that you will support the effort with great 
generosity — as to reflect on the fact that it is a 
joy to live my life among you, to walk with you in 
faith as together we seek to serve and build the 
kingdom of God on earth. 

Saint Augustine said it well several centuries 
ago, when he remarked to his people that for 
them he was a bishop and with them he was a 
Christian. I have always appreciated those words, 
but they mean more and more to me as the years 
go by. I guess it is because they remind me who I 
am as a person and who I am called to be with you 
and for you. 

They hold up a distinction which, I believe, is 
important for all of us to bear in mind about our
selves. The fact is that, while in our baptism we 
have a common call to holiness, we are called to 
live out that call in different ways according to 
the circumstances of our lives. 

My call, as best I understand it, is to proclaim 
the Gospel in word and action, to strengthen as 
best I can the bonds of faith and love which iden
tify us as friends of Jesus in this local church, and 
to share with the College of Bishops a living pas
toral care for all of the local churches. 

I have two fundamental convictions about that 
work: 1) It will be done only through the power 
of the Holy Spirit; and 2) I will do it well to the 
degree that I remember I must first hear the word 
before I presume to proclaimit to you. 

Before I finish, let me invite you to think about 
the ways in which God asks you to live out, in the 
concrete circumstances of your life, the call to ho
liness which is yours. What does this call say to 
you about yourself as a person? What does it say 
to you about your relationship to others? 

Enough for now — I have to go off and think 
about my pledge to the Thanks Giving Appeal. 

Peace to all. 

ST. FRANCIS 
CHIMES 

These ST. FRANCIS CHIMES 
enhance the musical charm of wind 
chimes with a beautiful remembrance of 
St. Francis, long revered for his love of 
animals and nature. The chimes, made 
of quality white porcelain glazed to a 
gloss finish, feature a 4%-inch finely 
detailed statuette of St. Francis, sur
rounded by six birds, each 3V6 inches 
long x 2 inches high. The statuette and 
birds are securely mounted to a 3%-inch 
circular top with sturdy nylon line. The 
ST. FRANCIS CHIMES, a welcome 
gift to grace porch, deck, patio^or open 
window, will be sent to those making an 
offering of $12* or more for the works of 
the Missionary Oblates. 

HELP BROTHER TIMOTHY 
to help the fatherless, unwan

ted, handicapped, homeless 
children, and the poor. Send 
Redemption Stamps; Green, 
Gold Bond and Plaid, Trea
sure chest coupons and don
ations, as well as tapes from 
Bells, Tops, and Super Duper 
Markets to: 

THE FRANCISCANS 

Brother Timothy, OFBI 
St. Patrick's Friary 
102 Seymour St. 
Buffalo. NT 14210 
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The Missionary Oblates 
serve the poor and aban
doned throughout the 
world. Offerings given to 
the Missionary Oblates will 
help bring Christ 's hopeful 
message to the missions. 

Missionary Oblates of 
Mary Immaculate 

National Shrine of Our 
Lady of the Snows 

Belleville, IL 62222-9978 
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I have enclosed an offering for the works of the 
Missionary Oblates. 

• $12* D$15 D$20 • $ 
•Please send _ Set(s) of the ST. FRANCIS 
CHIMES. #569 Enclosed is my offering of $12 or 

more for each set. 
Name 

Address 
City 
State 
§2262 

.Zip 
Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate 

Nat iona l S h r i n e of O u r Lady of t h e S n o w s - Dep t . 6 4 3 
Bel levi l le , IL 6 2 2 2 2 - 9 9 7 8 

IF B-DRY WATERPROOFED YOUR HOME 
WHEN YOU GOULO M Y 
A NEW DESOTO. 
YOUR HOME 
WOULD 
STILL BE 
PROTECTED! 

OUR FULL WARRANTY IS YOUR PROTECTION 
FOR THE LIFE OF THE STRUCTURE] 

B-DRY SYSTEM 

Sine* IM« 

' U M K < U | > 9KMM 
902 Howard Rd. 
Roch.. NY 14624 
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