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Excellent performances jean't save 'Cookie'
By Judith Trojan
Catholic News Service

CNS

Peter Falk and Emily Lloyd star as a
quirky father-daughter team who
manage to outsmart both the mob
and the law in the movie "Cookie."
Despite some notable peformances,
this film "has little or no substance," says the U.S. Catholic Conference, which gives it a classification of A-lll - adults. The Motion
Picture Association of America rating is R — restricted.

NEW YORK -r- Director Susan Seidelman ("Desperately Seeking Susan") often
focuses on young female heroes struggling
with identity crises. Seidelman's latest
comedy, "Cookie" (Warner Bros.), follows the transformation of 18-year-old
Carmela Maria Angelina Theresa Voltecki
(Emily Lloyd), a.k.a,. "Cookie," from an
alienated adolescent into a street-smart
Mafia princess who saves her mobster
father's life and unifies her offbeat family,
faces his sleazy former partner Carmine
(Michael V. Gazzo), who is out to cheat
and kill him, and unethical district attorney
Segretto (Bob Gunton), whose political
ambitions lead him to set Dino up for parole violation. But Cookie, the feisty illegitimate daughter he's never really cared to
know, is the most immediate thorn in his
side.
At first, the cocky antagonism between
Dino and his daughter threatens his parole
and unhinges Cookie's overwrought, unmarried mom Lenore (Dianne Wiest), who
loves Dino madly despite their 13-year separation. The film, written by Nora Eph-

ron" ("When Harry Met Sally...") and
Alice Arlen ("Silkwood"), tracks the slow
evolution of this quirky father-daughter
team ftipm combatants to cohorts. In the
end, Dino owes Cookie his life and wins
the chance to live a clean if anonymous life
in the federal witness protection program
with Lenore.
As Cookie concocts a far-fetched
strategy to upset Carmine's treachery and
Segretto's parole-smashing plot, few audience members will miss the fact that the
denouement makes no sense at all. But
what the film lacks in reality-based entertainment, it picks up in the colorful character turns of Falk, Lloyd, Wiest and Brenda
Vaccarb, who plays Dino's loud-mouthed
wife Bjunny, the proprietress of Bunny's
Bark Place. To make ends meet, Bunny regrooms stolen dogs and dresses them up
for weddings and funerals. Vaccaro could
win supporting actress kudos for this riotous role.
Lionel Stander and Gazzo ("The Godfather] II") also win points with their
graveljvoiced mobster impersonations; and
a low-key Jerry Lewis shows up to good

"We do not see why the state's interest in
protecting human life should come into
existence only at the point of viability..."
Chief Justice William Rehnquist
July 3, 1989

effect in last season's "Wiseguy" costume
as a crooked Atlantic City real estate developer. But the performances, Mafia injokes and comical repartee between father
and daughter cannot hide the fact that, in
the end,' 'Cookie" is a piece of forgettable
fluff that has little or no substance as a satire of mob life or as an insightful look at
an offbeat father-daughter relationship.
Due to much profanity and a cavalier attitude toward murder!and adultery, the
U.S. Catholic Conference classification is
A-ffJ — adults. The Mbtion Picture Association of America rating is R — restricted.
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Wineries
of Western
New York
2 2 8 7 Turk Hill Rd., F a i r p o r t
Surprise yourselfjby visiting CASA
LARGA vineyards, only minutes from
Downtown Rochester. Tour our large
20,000 gallon winery and enjoy a
panoramic view of our- 25 acre
vineyard. Taste a variety of our fine
wines that have received over 70
medals in wine competitions.
Gome out and; discover CASA
LARGA. Tour h o u r s : S a t . 11 a.m.,
1, 3 . 4 , p . m . T a s t i n g r o o m , gift
s h o p o p e n daily l O a . m . - 5 p . m .

cyimeffcana
^inejrards
4 7 3 E a s t Covert Road
J u s t off r o u t e s 9 6 o r 8 9
4 miles s o u t h o f Interlaken, NY
607-387-6801
Enhance any day's drive, by
planning a visit to the Americana
Winery on the west side of Cayuga
Lake. The vineyards and winery are
family owned and: operated in the
European tradition. Parking, tours,
and wine tastuig are free to those 21
and older, with free grape juice for
other guests. This harvest season the
winery will be pressing grapes most
weekends in late; September and
October — you're iinvited to watch,
speak with the winemaker and see
how wines are made. Taste a variety
of wines both dry and sweet and
enjoy the quality of country life. The
winery opens daply at 10 a.m.,
Sundays at noon, and closes at 5:30.
The last tour each day is at 4:30.
Americana Wines |are available for
sale only at the wipery.

PMNE'S
CAYUCA VINEYARD

Life begins at fertilization.
And, on July 3, the Supreme Court returned to individual states
a limited right to protect preborn human life.
You can help stop the slaughter in your state by telling your
governor and state legislators how you feel about abortion.
Answer the Census in the next issue of this publication.

Explore the west shore of Cayuga
Lake along Rt. 89. Discover Plane's
wines and enjoy them with your
gourmet picnic on ;our deck overlooking Cayuga Lake. Open every day
noon to 5 p.m. jthrough Oct. 15;
weekends througlv December. Winery
offers tast-ings, sales, tours, and
juice for home winemakers. One hour
from exit 45. 607-669-5158.
Send SASE for brochures:
Cayuga Wine Trail flt Plane's
6 8 0 0 Rt. 8 9 Ovid, NY 1 4 5 2 1
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