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Filling in for vacationers allows pleasant encounters 
By Father Paul Cuddy 
Courier columnist 

During the summer, retired priests are 
sought after to fill in for active priests on 
vacation. I have assisted at many places, so 
I am acquainted with many parishes. It de­
lights my soul that our people are well ser­
ved, not only by their pastors and deacons, 
but also by a multitude of lay parishioners 
and religious. 

On Monday, Aug. 21, I was at Water­
loo preparing to celebrate noonday Mass. 
Two brothers, around 10 and 12, were 
there to serve. I entered into dialogue with 
them. 

Father Cuddy: "What's your name?" 
Mike: "I'm Mike. He's Matt - Hilkert. 

Our grandfather is John Mull, the under­
taker." 

Father Cuddy: "Oh. I'm a good friend 
of your Uncle Bill." 

Mike: "He's my godfather. Father Tom 
is our uncle in Rochester.'' 

Father Cuddy: "He's a big liturgist, and 
the pastor of the cathedral.'' 

Mike: (Unimpressed) "Is this going to 
be a normal Mass?" 

Father Cuddy: "What do you mean, a 
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normal Mass?" 

Matt: "We've only been serving Sun­
days. Is anything different?" 

I was so intrigued by the brothers that I 
decided to go, meet with the family. The 
boys have a brother, Ken, who is in the 
eighth grade at St. Mary's School. Their 
mother is a nurse as was her mother before 
her. Their father is a retired state trooper, 
and he coaches Little League baseball and 
basketball. 

I asked their mother: "Do your boys 
ever read books or do they stick to the 
TV?" She said: "They are constant 
readers." I inquired: "Did you read to 
them before they went to school?" She re­
plied: "Indeed yes. I've read to them since 
their infancy, and it pays off in their school 
work." This is something all parents and. 

grandparents might emulate. One of the 
most vivid-memories of the summer is of a 
grandfather in Trumansburg reading to his 
little grandson, who looked the picture of 
contentment and interest sitting on the 
grandfather's lap. 

A week later I was in Corning filling in 
for Father MacNamara at St. Vincent's, 
where Father John Murphy, pastor emeri­
tus of Rochester's St. Lawrence, now re-
sides in retirement. He said: "There is a 
luncheon meeting at St. Joseph's Hospital, 
Elmira, tomorrow. I think it's to encourage 
donations. They have a staggering debt." 

So on Tueisday, with Father Thomas 
Brennan as chauffeur, Fathers Ed Foy, 
John Murphy and I shot over to El­
mira just 15 miles away. The meeting was 
not a financial appeal, but a quiet, organ­
ized exposition by Sister Marie Castag-
naro, SSJ, administrator of St. Joseph's. 
She succeeded Sister Martha Gersback, 
SSJ. ! 

In substance she said, "Nearly all the 
doctors in Elmira are on the staffs of both 
Elmira hospitals, but some quietly side­
step St. Joseph's. This affects our patient 
patronage. Please do inform your people 

Greed for currency of the kingdom is a virtue 
By Father Albert Shamon 
Courier columnist 

Sunday's readings: (R3) Luke 16:1-13; 
(Rl) Amos 8:4-7; (R2) 1 Timothy 2:1-8. 

Jesus spoke in last Sunday's Gospel of 
the lost: lost sheep, lost coin, lost son. 
Now He speaks to those who don't know 
they are lost: those blinded by avarice and 
wealth. 

He tells a parable about a crooked ste­
ward. A steward was a trusted slave in 
charge of running his master's entire es­
tate. This one happened to be a rascal. He 
was making money on the side by charging 
usurious commissions on business trans­
actions. When he realized he was going to 
lose his job, he had the debtors write new 
notes that reflected the real amount owed 
the master, minus the steward's profit. 
Thus the one .who owed 900 gallons of oil 
wrote down 450 gallons; and the one 
owing 1,200 bushels of wheat wrote down 
960 bushels. The steward acted in this way 
to ingratiate himself to the debtors. 

The master praised the shrewdness of the 
steward, not his usurious practices. Our 
Lord once said be wise as serpents; He did 
not commend their venom or poisonous-
ness. So here, the point of the parable was 
that we ought to be as eager and ingenious 
in striving for goodness as the man of the 
world is in his attempt to attain money and 
comfort. 

Consider businessmen today. How de­
termined they are to succeed! How clever 
they are in choosing the right means to 
their ends! How indefatigable! How re­
sourceful and resolute! If we were only 

half as much committed to the work of the 
church as they are to making money, the 
world would be converted. One example 
springs to mind: our Catholic schools. If 
we had only half the marketing ability and 
the recruitment outreach that businessmen 
have, we would never need to close a 
single school! 

To this parable, St. Luke has appended 
various sayings of Our Lord, joined 
together, as was then customary, by certain 
catchwords. 

So besides pointing out that we ought to 
be smart like the crookett steward, the par­
able also teaches us to be honest, unlike the 
steward. All that we have and possess is 
really God's. We, too, are stewards. We 
ought to use, not abuse, the things that God 
has given us. Our bodies, for instance, are 
given us by God to use, not to abuse by ex­
cessive alcohol, drugs, illicit sex. Our pos­
sessions are loaned to us to share with the 
needy, not to hoard. 

A rabbi asked a friend to invest some of 
his money at the highest rate of interest 
possible. The friend gave all the money to 
the poor. He then explained to the rabbi. If 
you are going to a foreign country, you. 
change your money into the currency of 
that country. We are going to a country 
beyond the grave where our money is use­
less. We change it into the currency of that 
country by using it to help the poor for 
God's sake. The rabbi had a saying: "The 
rich help the poor in mis world, but the 
poor help the rich in the world to come.'' 

The other day, I asked a mother if her 
child was going to a Catholic school. She 

said no. I asked her why. She said she 
could not afford the tuition. If we want to 
change our money into the currency of the 
Kingdom to pome, we should subscribe to 
the adopt-a-student program! Businesses 
and parishes could do the same — and 
should — by funding Catholic secondary 
and elementary schools. Catholic schools 
deserve to survive! Their academic creden­
tials have been demonstrated again and 
again. They have produced generations of 
leaders for the church and, best of all, 
they're remarkably cost-effective. What a 
magnificent way to use the wealth en­
trusted to us! 

Dolly Levi of Hello [Solly said that 
money is like manure: It's no good unless 
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• Interior Remodeling 
• Cxterlor Remodeling 
• Mew Homes built to spec 

Commercial 
• Interior Rehab 
• Cxterlor Rehab 
• Mew Development 

Interior Remodeling... 
• Additions 
• Atrium Doors 
• Bathrooms 
• Cabinetry 
• Carpeting and flooring 
•family Rooms 
• rinlsned Basements 
• Fireplaces 
• Kitchens 
• Lighting 
• Pantries 
• Patio Enclosures 
• Skylights 
• Sun Rooms 
• Whirlpool and Bath 

exterior Remodeling... 
• Custom Decks 
• Cxterlor Trim 
• Cxterlor Doors 
• Cables 
• Oarages 
• HVAC 
• Insulation 
• Landscaping 
• Patios 
• Paving 
• Pools 
• Roofing and Siding 
• Tennis Courts 
• Windows and Doors 

HOME IMPROVEMENT, INC. 

716-244-5940 
2815 Monroe Avenue • Rochester, N.Y. 14618 

the name in construction that insures Quality, 
Reliability and Proven Cost Effectiveness... 

If you're 55 years or older, we'd 
like your input on a Rochester 
based retirement community 
that would consist of small 
homes, townhouses and high-
rises with all conveniences. This 
is strictly a survey of your 
interests. As your may know the 
median retriement age is grow­
ing at a rapid pace, yet avail­
ability of such a communty is 
not, We'd like your opinions 
including location ideas. Call us 
or Write. Another innovative idea 
from Parash. 

We Build Qualify Homes 
Design and Build 

Residential/Commercial 
Financing and Development Assistance Available 
100% Guaranteed workmanship for as long as 

you live in your Homelll 

THOUGHTS TO CONSIDER 

EDWIN S U L E W S K I 
FUNERAL DIRECTOR 

How do I help elderly at the 
time of a funeral? 

Death of a loved one is painful. 
There is a tendency to believe that 
the elderly adjust more easily 
because they "should" anticipate 
the loss. Having more time to 
prepare] does not guarantee that 
grieving will be easier. The elderly 
may have fewer resources such as 
friends, j money or good health. 
Losing a partner or long time friend 
may mean living life alone at a time 
when a person may be least able to 
be independent. Support from 
family and friends at this time is 
most important. Being over protect­
ive or taking away a person's inde­
pendence by making decisions for 
them is! not desirable and may be 
harmful]. Help the elderly begin 
their adjustment by attending the 
funeral land offering specific help. 
We purchase all forms of insurance to protect our 
family & assets, not because we expect the worst to 
happen, btit to be prepared Doesn't it make sense 
then to prepare for what will happen Let otirlrarned 
counseiorsJassist you with the many options available 
in planning for a worry-tree future 
Burial I Cremation Entombment 

SCHAUMAN-SULEWSKI 
FUNERAL HOME 

2100 St. Paul St. - 342-3400 

mat they are free to choose either hospital. 
Usually most doctors will be quite agreea­
ble." 

It does seem that St. Joseph's Hospital, 
with its awesome 81-year history of ger 
nerous service by the Sisters of St. Joseph, 
and so many dedicated doctors and nurses 
— many trained at St. Joseph' Nursing 
School — should expect the loyalty and 
support of many people. The hospital has 
just invested $40 million in upgrading its 
facilities, which could be the envy of a 
metropolis. 

A special reason I wanted to come to the 
Southern Tier was to meet a fine young 
priest who had just arrived from Kenya. 
He is Father Ernest Bulinda, who has been 
ordained one year. 

Father Bulinda was sent by his, bishop, 
Raphael Ndigni, to earn a degree at Elmira 
College. This was arranged by Father 
James Boyle, pastor of St. Mary's, Elmira. 
He is a friend of Bishop Raphael, who is a 
graduate of St. John Fisher College. 

Father Boyle has also arranged for 
Father Ernie to reside at uie rectory with 
uie associate, Father Tim Brown, and he 
will do some parochial assisting. 

A WDRD FOR SUNDAY 
it is spread around, causing young things to 
grow. 

Lastly, don't try to serve two masters: 
God and money. Some put all their trust in 
their own possessions. Jesus called such 
people "fools" (Luke 12:20). All our 
trust should be put in the Rock of Ages. 
Never was it known that anyone who has 
trusted in the Lord has ever been confoun­
ded. 
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SEASON 
DOWN AN ALLEY FILLED 

WITH CATS 
a suspenseful Australian comedy 

by Warwick Moss 
Sept. 290ct. 22,1989 

GLENGARRY GLEN; ROSS 
Pulitzer Prize-winning drama 

by David Uamet 
Nov. 24-Oec. 17,1989 

MURDERER 
a sizzling thriller by Anthony Shatter 

Feb. 2-March 4,1990 

HUNTING COCKROACHES 
a delightfully offbeat comedy 

by Janusz Glowacki 
April 13-May 6,1990 

ONE FOR THE POT 
a farce by Ray Cooney & Tony Hilton 

June 15-July 15 
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