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Vatican orders closing
of Brazilian seminaries

SAO PAOLO, Brazil (CNS) — The Va-
tican’s Congregation for Catholic Edu-
cation has ordered the closing of two Brazi-
lian seminaries that tatght liberation theo-
logy, despite a favorable report on the in-
stitutions by a Vatican-appointed in-
vestigator.
inadequate for the training of priests.

The Theological Institute of Recife and
Northeast Regional Seminary No. 2 have
been ordered closed by-the end of the year.
The seminaries were established by retired
Archbishop Helder Pessoa Camara of
Olinda and Recife.

According to the Brazilian newspaper
Folha de Sao Paulo, the congregation
ordered the closing against the recom-
mendation of Coadjutor Archbishop Vi-
cente Joaquim Zico of Belem do Para, ap-
pointed by the Vatican to investigate and
report on the seminaries.

The Sept. 5 issue of Folha de Sao Paulo
reported that Archbishop Zico told Father
Humberto Plummer, head of the Recife
archdiocesan conference of religious, that
he was surprised by the Vatican decision.

Father Plummer told the newspaper that
Archbishop Zico ‘‘gave a highly favorable
written opinion on the two entities and now
is worried about all of this, since his posi-
tive impression has been transmitted to the

. bishops and fathers, including me.”’

Five bishops from ‘northeastern Brazil
met in Campina Grande Sept. 5 to analyze
the decision and decide what to do with the
seminarians, Folha de Sao Paulo reported.
They are Archbishop Jose Maria Pires of
Paraiba and Bishops Luis Gonzaga Fer-
nandes of Campina Grande, Marcelo Pinto

Carvalheira of Guarabira, Jose Greire de.

Oliveira Neto of Mossoro and Tlago Pos-
tma of Garanhuns.

A Sept. 2 United Press International re-
port from Rio de Janeiro said Archbishop
Camara criticized the closings as a “‘very
serious’” error on the part of the Vatican.
In the same report, a bishop from the state
of Pernambuco who requested anonymity

told UPI that ‘‘with the closing of these.
_ seminaries, we will no longer have any-

where to train progressive priests.’’

The Portuguese-language letter ordering
the seminaries closed was dated Aug. 12
and was signed by Archbishop Jose Saraiva
Martins, secretary of the education con-
gregation, and Monsignor Ivan. Peri,

“ndersecretary of the congregation. The

letter was addressed to Archbishop Jose
Cardoso Sobrinho of Olinda and Recife.
The letter said the visitations to the sem-

inaries were made Oct. 6-11, 1988, but did

not name the person doing the visitations.

‘“This congregation already had an opin-
ion about both institutions, but, as your
excellency and the other interested bishops
are well aware, it suspended any decision
in this matter until it possessed the results
of the apostolic visitation,’’ the letter said.

After studying the visitation report and
attached documents, the congregation con-
cluded that Northeast Regional Seminary
No. 2, where seminarians live with poor
families rather than in a group house,
‘“‘does not conform to the idea of a major
seminary and does not offer the minimal
conditions for priestly formation.”’

The Theological Institute of Recife
‘“‘does not offer an adequate intellectual
formation to future priests, whether dio-
cesan or religious,’” it said.

The letter did not say what the visitation
report recommended.

‘“We have reached the firm decision that
both institutions must be closed as quickly
as possible and before the end of this
year,”’ the letter said. Archbishop Cardoso
Sobrinho was asked to execute the de-
cision.

The letter added that seminarians at the

regional seminary ‘‘must undergo a new
process of vocational discernment and, as-
certaining their sincere acceptance of a
priestly identity as proposed by the ma-
gisterium of the church and the discipline
of a major seminary, could perhaps be ac-
cepted, if your excellency is in agreement,
in the major seminary of the Archdiocese
of Olinda and Recife or dnother major sem-
inary.”’

The letter said it was the responsibility of
religious congregations to provide proper
education and formation for rehglous sem-
inarians.

According to the UPI report, Cardinal
Eugenio de Araujo Sales of Rio de Janeiro
lauded the Vatican decision, saying that
“‘the direction that these seminaries had ta-
ken ended up obliging the Holy See to
adopt this measure.”’

Cardinal Sales said vigilance was needed
to determine ‘‘which seminaries are func-
tional and which are straying from Catholic
principles. ™’

Fisher offers preparation courses for exams

St. John Fisher College will offer classes
this semester to help those planning to take
college or graduate school entrance exams.

“Beginning in September, Fisher will
offer training for the Scholastic Aptitude
Test (SAT) for admission to college, the
Graduate Management Admission Test
(GMAT) for admission to graduate busi-
ness school, and the Graduate Record
Exam (GRE) for admission to graduate
school.

The SAT verbal preparation course is
scheduled for Saturday mornings from
8:30-10:30 a.m., Sept. 23 to Oct. 14. The
math preparation course will follow from
10:45a.m. to 1:15 p.m. )

The GMAT preparation course will take
place on three consecutive Monday even-
ings, Oct. 2-16, from 7-9 p.m. Likewise,
the GMAT verbal preparation course is
scheduled for three consecutive Wednes-
day evenings, Oct. 4-18 from 7-9 p.m.

Finally, the GRE math preparation
course will be offered Monday evenings,
7-9 p.m., Nov. 20-Dec. 4, with the verbal
preparation course scheduled for the same
time on Tuesdays, Nov. 21-Dec. 5.

Tuition is $75 for each SAT preparation
course and $90 for each GMAT and GRE
preparation course.

Call 716/385-8317 for mformanon
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Experience the feeling of being an artist.

Express your creativity in Pencil, pen, pastel and
paint:

Extend your knowledge and understandmg of

No matter what age (2-Adult). Serious artists or
just relaxation.
Fall classes starting the week of Sept 25th.
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o ' "+ AP Wide World Photo
In this 1988 photo, Brazilian bishops Tomas Balduino (left) and Pedro Casal-

daliga | led a rellglous procession in Goiania. The bishops and other leaders
of the progresslve wing of the Brazilian church have promised to keep fight-
ing forpolitical change on behalf of the nations’s impovenshed multitudes,
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I/ke Conchita
. ($15 a month)

CHR:ISTIAN FOUNDATION
% For CHILDREN
. &AGING

Founded and directed by

CATHOLIC LAY PEOPLE.

YOUR $15 MONTHLY PROVIDES A NEEDY
CHILD )NITH NOURISHING FOOD, MEDICAL
CARE, the chance to GO TO SCHOOL and
HOPE EOR THE FUTURE. YOUR CHILD WILL
GROW N THE DAILY KNOWLEDGE OF GOD'S
LOVE AND YOURLOVE..
K

You will receive a photo of your child, description of
your child’s country, family history, translated letters,
& quarte‘rly newsletterst

Plus you will receive the personal satisfaction of
helping ¢ a child in need.

Let the’lzttle children come unto me.
— Mark 10:14
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$

| would like to share my blessings witha
needy chiid.

Iwouldike to sponsora [ boy (] girl (] NEEDSIMY HELP
| am enclosing D $15 for first month
. D $90 for six months

A CHRISTIAN FOUNDATION
FOR CHILDREN

Little Conchita lives in a small wllage in the moun-
tains of Guatemala. Her house is made of cornstalks,
with a tin roof and dirt floor.:Her father struggles to
support the family as a day laborer. Your concern can
make the difference in the lives of children like Conchita.

FOR THE CHILD WHO IS WAITING
You can make visible GOD'S LOVE.

(Mexico, Guatemala, Honduras, El Salvador,
Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Colombia,

desplte Pope John Paul II's warnings that politics is not the business of

onsor A Child

Venezuela, Peru, Bolivia,Brazil, Chile, Philip-

pines, india, Kenya).

A cmub WHO MOST

(] sasor three months.,
D $180 forithe entire year

] 1 cannot sponsor a child at this time, but | enclose my gift of
to be used for the EMERGENCY FUND for Children.

[} Prease send me more information on sponsoring a child.

' &AGING NAME
?mu Robert Hentzen ADDRESS
{3001 Wornall Road CITY.

i PO. Box 410327
Kansas City. MO 64173-0158
{ (816)941-9100

STATE ; zP

Make checks peyabie to: CHRISTIAN FOUNDATION FOR CHJﬁDREN & AGING (CFCA)
Member: U.S. Catholic Mission Association ® Naté
L.. t  Catholic Press Association ¢ Financial report available on request
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