World & nation

Gains seen
in relations
with Soviets

By Bill Pritchard

Catholic News Service
* WASHINGTON — The Vatican appar-
ently made another gain in its diplomatic
campaign in the politically turbulent East
bloc, as Hungary announced in mid-
September that it is ready to establish for-
mal relations with the Holy See.

Hungary would be the second Warsaw
Pact nation, after Poland, to exchange am-
bassadors with the Vatican city-state. The
Vatican and Poland, which elected its first
non-communist government in more than
40 years, announced on Aug. 26 that they
had exchanged ambassadors for the first
time since 1945.

Meanwhile, Soviet President Mikhail
Gorbachev said he wants to meet with Pope
John Paul IT when he visits Rome this
November, according to the Soviet ambas-
sador to Italy.

In other Catholic news from Eastern
Europe, celebrations were held in Poland
on the installation of a Ukrainian Catholic
bishop assigned to the pastoral care of his

 co-religionists in that country. Across the
border in the Soviet Union, Ukrainian
Catholics continued a campaign to legalize
their Eastern-rite church.

In East Berlin, newly ordained Bishop
Georg Sterzinsky wondered out loud about
the motives of thousands of East Germans
who took advantage of a Hungarian policy
to emigrate to the West.

Hungary’s diplomatic move toward the
Vatican was the subject of commentary by
officials of the two states. The commentary
appeared to signal that an exchange of am-
bassadors might take place in the near fu-

" ture.

A Hungarian government spokesman
said in Budapest Sept. 14 that Prime Minis-
ter Miklos Nemeth had written Vatican

saroli, asking for diplomatic relations. The
two states have been in formal dialogue for
25 years. :

The same day, the Vatican newspaper,
L’Osservatore Romano, said in an editorial
marking the quarter-century of talks that
the Vatican is prepared to begin discus-
sions leading to official links.

In an editorial, it supported Hungary’s
“‘new initiatives in political, cultural and
social life inspired by the demands of fun-
damental human rights.’’ It also praised the
country for showing ‘‘special sensitivity in
defense of the principle of religious free-
dom.”’ .

A Vatican official, who asked for ano-
nymity, said of the Hungarians, ‘‘If they
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For the first time in some 40 years, celebrations of the feast of St. te%l{?n In
Budapest, Hungary, included a formal outdoor procession, with the golden

shrine containing relics honoring the medieval saint.

ask, we would like to have diplomatic re-
lations.’

‘“The Holy See has declared that it is
ready to begin the necessary negotiations,’’
L’Osservatore Romano said. '

Although there is no hint yet of the Vati-
can and the Soviet Union establishing for-
mal relations, Gorbachev has expressed an
interest in talking with Pope John Paul
about nuclear war and other issues.

The Soviet leader had written the pope in
August about face-to-face discussions dur-
ing his visit to Italy, the Associated Press
reported, quoting an unidentified Vatican
official.

Asked about Gorbachev’s interest in
meeting the pope, Soviet ambassador to
Italy Nikolai Lunkov said it is necessary
“‘to interest oneself in the actions favoring
peace and detente undertaken by the more
than 800 million Catholics.’” Lunkov con-
firmed the Soviet leader’s wish to confer
with the pope in an Italian radio interview
Sept. 10.

The Vatican made no immediate com-
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AP Wide World Photo
Protestant clergymen the Rev. Peter Storey (left); Rev. Frank Chikane

(center), secretary general of the South African Council of Churches; and
Bishop Duncan Buchanan lead about 10,000 protesters Sept. 15 through the
heart of Johannesburg to a police headquarters where countless activists
have been detained and interogated.

ment on Lunkov’s remarks nor on the
AP story, but last January, Cardinal Ca-
saroli said Pope John Paul is ‘‘always avai-
lable”’ to meet when Gorbachev comes to

_ Rome, The cardinal also predicted that

prospects for furthering Soviet- Vatican re-
lations are good. -

Lunkov said in commenting on the Gor-
bachev visit that it would be premature to
predict diplomatic relations would be es-
tablished very soon. '

“In everything, we must be realistic,”’
the ambassador said.

If the meeting between the two leaders
takes place, it will come at a time of in-
creasing pressure on the Soviet govern-
ment from Ukrainian Catholics for legali-
zation of their church. .

That church marked a milestone, Sept.
16, with the installation of the first Ukrain-
ian Catholic bishop to publicly take office
in the East bloc in 43 years.

Bishop Ivan Martyniak was installed as
pastoral head of the estimated 500,000 Uk-

Continued on page 13

African activist

PRETORIA, South Africa (CNS) — The
Southern African Catholic Bishops’ Con-
ference has condemned the assassination of
Anton Lubowski, an official of the. South-
West Africa People’s Organization.

Lubowski, a white lawyer-activist for
SWAPO, was shot dead outside his home
in Windhoek, Namibia, Sept. 12.

*“Namibia can ill afford the loss of per-
sons of the quality of Mr. Lubowski,
committed as he was to the establishment
of justice, peace and democracy,”’ the
bishops said in a statement Sept. 14.

‘‘We pray that the Lubowski assassina-
tion will not deter all those working for jus-
tice and freedom in Namibia from continu-
ing to do so,” the bishops said.

The bishops called on Namibia’s admin-
istrator general, Louis Pienaar, and the
United Nations to take precautions to en-
sure prevention of similar acts.

The Southern African Catholic Bishops’
Conference includes bishops from South

. Africa, Namibia, Botswana and Swazi-

land.
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