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Monsignor Richard K. Burns, 87, pastor 
Monsignor Richard K. Burns, who for 

28 years was pastor of St. Thomas the 
Apostle Parish in Irondequoit, was buried 
on the parish grounds Friday, September 
8. The well-known priest died September 
4,1989, following a short illness. 

A Rochester native, Monsignor Burns 
was born on April 7, 1912. He attended 
Blessed Sacrament School and St. An
drew's Seminary, and for two years, St. 
Bernard's Seminary. In 1934, he was asT 

signed to the North American College in 
Rome, Italy, and was ordained on Decem
ber 8, 1937, by the Most Rev. Ralph 
Hayes, rector of the college. 

Monsignor Burns was awarded a licen
tiate in theology from Gregorian Universi
ty in Rome in 1938. Upon returning to Ro
chester that summer, he was named assis-

Sister Laurita Gund, 
88, SSND, teacher 

Sister Mary Laurita Gund, SSND, a 
native of Rochester who taught in diocesan' 
schools for 10 years, died Thursday, Au
gust 31, 1989, in Lourdes Health Care 
Center in Wilton, Conn. She was 88. 

Born in Rochester on January 25, 1901, 
Sister Mary Laurita — a professed member 
of the School Sisters of Notre Dame for 68 
years — entered the order from St. Mi
chael's Church when she was 20 years old. 

Sister Mary Laurita taught at various 
schools in downstate New York, New Jer
sey and Connecticut for 45 years before 
she returned to Rochester in 1963 to teach 
at Holy Redeemer School. She stayed there 
until 1969, when she moved to St. Mar
garet Mary, Rochester. Sister Mary Laur
ita retired from teaching in 1973. She lived 
in the St. Margaret Mary Convent until 
1982, when she moved to the SSND moth-
erhouse in Wilton. 

A Mass of Christian Burial was cele
brated on Saturday, Sept. 2. Interment was 
in St. Mary's Cemetery, Bethel, Conn. 

Donations in memory of Sister Mary 
Laurita Gund may be made to: SSND De
velopment Fund, 345 Belden Hill Rd., 
Wilton, Conn., 06897. 

tant pastor of Holy Rosary Church in Ro
chester. In June, 1942, he transferred to 
the faculty of St. Andrew's Seminary 
where he taught history and Italian. He was 
appointed a pro-synodal judge of the dio
cesan tribunal in 1945. 

In the summer of 1945, Monsignor 
Burns was appointed to the post of profes
sor of moral theology at St. Bernard's Sem
inary, but spent only a semester there be
fore being assigned to be one of the minu-
tanti (secretaries) of the Vatican Congrega
tion for the Eastern Church. He returned to 
Rome in March, 1946. 

The North American College had been 
closed during World War II, but plans to 
reopen it were underway by 1946. The col
lege's rector, Most Rev. Martin J. O'Con
nor, named Monsignor Burns vice-rector 
in 1947. 

The priest's new duties consisted of in
ducting and training seminarians, and in 
1948 he helped to supervise the reconstruc
tion of the college's original buildings and 
me construction of the new college plant, 
dedicated in 1953, near St. Peter's Cathe
dral. Monsignor Burns earned his title of 
monsignor after being named papal cham

berlain in 1948, and domestic prelate in 
1953. 

Bishop James E. Kearney called Mon
signor Burns home in 1954, and on June 
29, named him pastor of St. Thomas the 
Apostle Church. The parish was growing 
rapidly, and the new pastor, armed with his 
architectural experience from Rome, 
supervised the building of the parish's con
vent, completed in 1958, and of a free
standing church, completed in 1965. 

The monsignor was admired by his pari
shioners for more than just his architectural 
expertise. His congregation especially 
noted his constant attention to the parish's 
sick and his solicitude for their families at 
the time of death. 

Monsignor Burns also served as dio
cesan vicar for religious from 195S to 
1966, during which time he traveled 
throughout the diocese visiting convents 
and encouraging priests. 

Monsignor Burns retired in 1982, but 
remained active at St. Thomas until he was 
assigned to be assistant pastor at Holy 
Cross Parish in 1985, where his duties in
cluded ministering to Italian-speaking pari
shioners. 

The Mass of Christ the High Priest was 
celebrated Wednesday evening at Holy 
Cross Church, with the Mass of Christian 
Burial taking place at St. Thomas the Apos
tle on Friday, September 8. Monsignor 
Burns' interment on the grounds of St. 
Thomas the Apostle was arranged in ac
cordance with his wishes. 

Tax suit 
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no standing to file any motions concerning 
it until they were charged with contempt. 
Legal experts said it was the first time any 
national church body, Catholic or other
wise, had been ruled in contempt of court 
and slapped with major punitive fines for 
failing to obey a court order. 

The appeals court said its dismissal of 
the suit also meant that Carter's contempt 
ruling was voided. 

As a result of the new appellate ruling, 
Chopko said, "all tax-exempt groups 
should take comfort in the fact that their 
political opponents may not challenge their 
tax exemption as a device to punish them 
for engaging in the public debate of con
troversial issues." 

Marshall Beil, attorney for ARM and the 

other plaintiffs, said Sept. 7 that he expec
ted they would file an appeal. 

"The case is not over as far as we're 
concerned,'' he said. 

The basic options available, he said, are 
to ask the full appeals court to reconsider 

die ruling of the diree-judge panel, or else 
to appeal to the Supreme Court. 

He was leaning toward first asking a re
consideration by the full appeals court 
bench, he said, but added he was still "stu
dying the decision.'' 
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"The overall thing is you've got hired 
professionals in the development office; 
it's their job to guide the appeal," Seeberg 
explained. 

In addition, the Priests Advisory Com
mittee will be expanded into a steering 
committee mat will include lay people. The 
representation on that committee has 
already been made regional, with the cur
rent priest members asked to serve as liai
sons between the central TGA office and 

the pastors and in die parishes in each re
gion. 

Furthermore, follow-up solicitation, 
currently done by parish volunteers, will 
be taken over by development office per
sonnel after me final parish turn-in date, 
Dec. 15. "There's only so much vol
unteers can do," Seeberg concluded. 
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Well be picnicking by the pond. 
You're invited! There will be food and fun, enough for everyone. 
Our first 150 guests will receive a free gift pack* including T-shirts, 
movie passes and more So don't be late. 

Spend the afternoon experiencing one of Rochester's most 
exciting communities-ChestnuL Stroll along walking paths, 
relax at water's edge and see why more and 
more families are calling Chestnut home. 

OW-feshwnedfun, 
oW-&shiorjed value. 

This great day can only be topped by an even 
greater offet Well be passing out vouchers 
toaHourguestsforupto$10,000worthof 
options.* * You'll be able to choose from many 
great features that will make a Chestnut home 

Join Us 
for the Second Annual 

Chestnut Picnic, 
Sunday, September 17th, 

noon to 5pm. 

uniquely yours. A deck, fireplace, skylights and air-conditioning 
can be yours at no extra cost but only with a Chestnut vouchee 

Regrets only, 
Don'tpass up this invitation to your dream house. This is a limited 

tune offet Vouchers will be available during the month of 
September only. So save the date, September 17, or stop by anytime. 

See why baying a new home is a picnic at Chestnut 
Our furnished model is open 2pm to 7pm Mon. to Fri., noon 

to 5pm weekends. 
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