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Groups glve teens a foomold on church

¢ that youth« groups throughout the d:ocese are
Nora Bradbury -Haehl summed up the xmportance of pansh youth ministry bluntly

attempting {o mtegrate Catholic education with regular
. “(Teenagers) all have as much a fascination with God as they do with sex and drugs,”  youth-group activities. Whereas in the past, many
' remarked Hachl, youth minister at St. Joseph’s Parish, Penfield. parish youth groups centered on providing a social life #
; Haehl made her comments at a youth ministry/catechesis teleconference sponsored by  for their members, today’s youth groups are a forum ;
’ the Catholic Telecommunications Network of America. The teleconference was broadcast  to which students come not only to learn about each
on Tuesday, Aug. 29, at the diocesan Pastoral Center in Gates and at St. Mary’s Parish in  other, but fo learn about the church as well.
Bath. Fox’s remarks echo the thesis of The Challenge of
, < Fourteen youth ministers and parish religion educators attended the teleconference. Like  Adolescent; Catechesis: Maturing -in  Faith, a ;
. Haehl, they noted that young people are looking for God and shared their experiences of
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document developed by the National Federation for ; ; %

i trying to help teenagers in this spiritual search. Catholic Youth Ministry and released in 1986. Fox j4 - &
; Participants learned some techniques on how to pique young. people s interest in their  cited the ddcument as a blueprint for youth mxmstry;f ! ;
. Catholic faith from .Dr. Cynthia Thero, former assistant vicar of education for the and catechgsis. 53 % X

Archdiocese of Denver. ) In the; section “Foundations of Adolescent! A
: Catechesxs .” the document states that adolescent ! 53

Beyond confirmatlon catechesis : ;must promote three dimensions of a,§ - 3

Thero’s hour-and-a-half presentation stressed that while adolescence is a cruc1a1 phase student’s faith — trusting, believing vy ‘

) in a person’s development, too many young Catholics lose their interest in the church after Continued on page 13 r :i
-~ they receive the sacrament of confirmation. ,

Many youngsters attend confirmation classes only because of family pressure, Thero .
said, and once these students have been confirmed, the they see no need for religion in -
their lives.

Thero’s observations were confirmed by Sister Marie Clare Stoe, SSND, religious-
education coordinator at St. Joseph’s Parish in Penfield. She noted that her high-school
level programs suffer a decline in enrollment after the students are confirmed.

“It’s a real reality,” she said. “They get into jobs and that kind of stuff ..
kind of militates against (religious activity).”

Part of the problem is that the church may send teenagers signals md1catmg that they do
not need to remain involved in parish life after confirmation, remarked Patrick Fox,
| director of the diocesan Department of Youth Ministry.

“Young people are good listeners,” said Fox, who hosted the teleconference in _ r Sy ' ) : )
Bath:- “We. Sy “You have to stay until you're confirmed, but then there’s no other . - T, Co
reason. to.stay.” ' SR 5 e

Teenagers need fo stay, Thero noted, because they live in a “Godless soc1ety
they should be encouraged to explore how their Catholic faith can help them to make SR
) decisions based on the values of the Gospel, as opposed to the values of the world. ™~

“We have got to take some risks,” Thero said. ‘“We have to make (teenagers) alive

to their faith.” Youth ministers and catechists throughout the diocese have long noted

’ that if the church is to reach young people and give them a solid faith, it must make §

the message of Christ relevant to their lives — an insight that Thero explored in !her
presentation.

“How would (Jesus) deal with AIDS, pre-marital sex?,” Thero asked, assemng _
that these are the type of questlons youth ministers and catechists need to discuss :
with students.

Thero’s presentation provided an accurate assessment of Catholic young
. - people, commented Barb Legere, who along with her husband, Steve,g
' administers the youth-ministry program at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton-

Church in Hamlin. “You have to meet students where they are, Legere
said. “‘You have to show them that faith is exciting and is challengmg

and is somethm that will help you in forming how to think, how to
figure out an g
Students in Legere’s youth group meet in confidential sessions ¥

twice a month to pray about and discuss their lives, Legere said,
noting that each fall she asks students to list their concerns, which then |
1, " form the basis for group discussions. Once a year, for example, the

: students examine sexuality in the light of the church’s teachings.

l “They ask all kinds of questions,” Legere said. “The only thing off-
’ limits is our private lives ... We want them to know that the church isg
a place you can go and ask questions.”

Incorporating catechesis

Answering students’ ciuestions from a Catholic viewpoint is one of the
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