
Adult education elicits 
Bath residents' interest 
By Richard A. Kiley 
Staff writer 

BATH — For parishioners at St. Mary's 
Parish in Bath, 1987 was a year that will 
never be forgotten. 

During one week in May, the Southern 
Tier parish lost its pastor, Father Albert V. 
Ryan, to a serious lung and heart condi­
tion, and lost its school to rising costs and 
declining enrollment. 

Yet within 10 months the parish council 
recovered from these losses and implemen­
ted a comprehensive religious-education 
program to help meet the needs of an edu­
cation-hungry parish. 

One of the areas council members de­
cided to focus on was adult education, said 
Barbara Ayer, religious-education coor­
dinator of the Bath parish. 

"As our program has developed, people 
have been so supportive ... not just finan­
cially either," said Ayer, who has been a 
parishioner at St. Mary's for eight years. 
"People have been supporting our pro­
grams by attending them in large num­
bers." 

She said about 100 parishioners attended 
five adult-education offerings last year, 
meaning that die program reached about 
one out offour adults at the Bath parish. 

That ratio is a tremendous increase com­
pared to the number of families touched by 
the parish school when it was still open, 
said Father Robert W. Hammond, pastor. 

"The school was reaching one family in 
10, and my experience has been mat people 
tend not to give money where they don't 
see the results," Father Hammond said in 
reference to the 27-year-old school's 
chronic financial problems. "The school 
closed not only because of a lack of stu­
dents but because mere was a lack of inter­
est." 

Nevertheless, when Father Hammond 
arrived at St. Mary's two years ago, he 
perceived an enormous interest in "educa­
tion" in a broader sense of the word. Two 
weeks after his arrival, the priest held an 
open meeting with parishioners and found 
out that education was the top priority. 

"The first five goals were education," 
the priest continued. "It was quite obvious 
what the parish wanted." 

Ayer credited Father Hammond and 
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Bishop Matthew H. Clark with being the 
catalysts in revitalizing the parish's desire 
for educational programs. For his part, 
Father Hammond brought to his new par­
ish a wealth of experience gained from 10 
years in the diocesan office of education, 
where he was actively involved in youth 
ministry. 

Extra motivation came from Bishop' 
Clark's September, 1987 challenge to all 
pastors and catechetical leaders to develop 
"a well-integrated catechetical program" 
within their parishes. 

Responding to mat challenge, the Bath 
parish council commissioned its Christian 
Formation Committee and parish staff to 
develop a catechetical program for St. 
Mary'sparishioners. Because the average 
age of parishioners is 32, a specific need to 
build a strong adult-education program was 
stressed. 

More recently, St. Mary's became an 
on-line member of the Catholic Telecom­
munications Network of America 
(CTNA), a satellite-delivery system foun­
ded in 1981 by the National Conference of 
Catholic Bishops. 

Possessing one of me two CTNA down­
links in the diocese — the other satellite is 
located at the Pastoral Center on Buffalo 
Road — should make St. Mary's the 
Southern Tier hub of continuing education. 

Nearly 30 percent of the television net­
work's programming in 1987 focused on 
adult religious education, a figure that 
makes Ayer enthusiastic about the future of 
the adult-education program at St. Mary's. 

"CTNA offers us one more way we can 
learn about our faith," Ayer said. "We 
have the responsibility to provide people of 
the parish with educational opportunities. 
This has been a long time coming." 

Among the adult-education courses St. 
Mary's will offer this year will be a series 
on church history, a course on Mariology 
and parent workshops on human sexuality. 
And although it's too early to tell how po­
pular this year's offerings will be, Ayer 
said she's confident that each program will 
be well-attended. 

"We initiate the opportunities, |but it has 
been the parish mat has responded so 
well," she said. 
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GRADUATE SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY AND MINISTRY 

1100 SOUTH GOODMAN STREET 
ROCHESTER, NY 14620-2545 

FALL 1989 COURSES OF STUDY 
A424 Prophets In Ancient Israel (Premnath) 
A 432 Matthew's Gospel As Narrative 

And Proclamation (Falcone) 
C300 Faith, Revelation and Religion (Hart) 
C431 Eucharist (Kennedy) 
C458 Church Of The Future (Hart) 
C460 Theology of Social Ministry (Mich) 
C488 Death And Ressurection (Hart) 
C/D417 Principles of Liturgy and Preaching (Kennedy) 
D405 Liturgical Leadership (Francis) 
D464 Ministry To Adolescents (Hill) 
D477 Ministering in Crisis Intervention (Karaban) 

Horeeheads Course Offerings 
D375 Introduction to Pastoral Counseling (Karaban) 

Syracuse Course Offerings 
A432 Matthew's Gospel As Narrative 

And Proclamation (Falcone) 

REGISTRATION: Aug. 22nd: 9 a.m.- 4 p.m. & 7 p.m.- 9 p.m; Aug. 23rd: 9 a.m.-4p.m 
CLASSES BEGIN: August 30th 

FOR INFORMATION CALL: (716) 271-1320 x290 

Thurs. 7:00-9:45 p.m 
Tues. 

Sat. 
Tues. 
Wed. 
Tues. 
Mon. 
Sat. 
Tues. 
Wed. 
Thurs 

Tues. 

Mon. 

7:00-9:45 p. m 

1:00-4:30 p.m 
7:00-9:45 p.m 
2:15-5:00 p.m 
7:00-9:45 p.m 
7:00-9:45 p.m 
1:00-4:30 p.m 
2:15-5:00 p.m 
7:00-9:45 p.m 
2:15-5:00 p.m 

7:00-9:45 p.m 

7:00-9:45 p.m 
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Linda Dow Hayes/Catholic Courier 

William Grimmer, a teacher at St. Mary's in Bath, shares a lively interchange 
with adults involved in a religious-education mini-course being offered this 
summer. The course, entitled " I s This Really the Catholic Faith?" deals with 
the changes in the Catholic Church since Vatican II. 
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Sullivan Shoes Co. 
Back-to-School 
Values 

Ph. 442-8730 

14 Edmonds Street 
(Off 516 Monroe Avenue ^ftfveen 

PLENTY Of PARKING AVAILABLE Goodman and A lexui «*er) 
HEADQUARTERS FOR BACK-TO-SCHOOL FOOTWEAR 

SAVE $4.00 " $6.00 OFF COMPETITORS PRICE 
BUSTER BROWN»WEEBOK«KANGAROO»KEDS»HUSHPUPPIES«ETC. 

**-**«*•»« LEATHER WALKERS 
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TABLE SPECIALS: 
Miscellaneous Sizes - Sneakers and Sandals: $12.00 ' 

1 $18.00 - $24.00 VALUES 

QUALITY BRAND NAMES 
QUALITY SERVICE 

Come Over - Save With Us!! 

Our Fitters Are Experts In Fitting Baby & Children's Shoes 

Infants • Flexible Walkers • Growing Boys & Girls Footwear 

Party and Daily Wear Styles — 

SIZES: 
0 to 6-6Vi to 9-9V4 to 12 
12Va to 4 - some to size 6 

Narrow to Extra Wide for Chubbies 
Open Daily, 10am to 5pm * Thursday 'til 8pm 

Thursday, August 10, 1989 


