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Aftershocks of schism still reverberate 
ByJohnThavis 
Catholic News Service 

VATICAN CITY — One year after 
Archbishop Marcel Lefebvre provoked a 
schism by ordaining bishops against papal 
orders, the aftershocks are still reverberat
ing through the Vatican and beyond. 

The rumblings have centered not so 
much on the 83-year-old archbishop's act 
of defiance, seen in retrospect by many Va
tican officials as unpreventable. Instead, 
much of the behind-the-scenes debate is 
about the Vatican's effort to lure back 
Archbishop Lefebvre's followers and sym
pathizers. 

On May 16, the presidents of the Swiss, 
French, British and German bishops' con
ferences met with Pope John Paul II and 
other Vatican officials to voice strong con
cern about the way the Vatican's Ecclesia 
Dei commission is going about mat task, 
according to well-informed sources. 

Ecclesia Dei was set up by the pope al
most immediately after the illicit ordina
tions by Archbishop Lefebvre in order to 
"facilitate full ecclesial communion" 
among followers who might hesitate to fol
low him into schism. But since then, some 
churchmen have questioned whether too 
many concessions are being given to these 
"traditionalist" Cadiolics. 

"The bishops want to know where they 
stand when they are confronted by actions 
of Ecclesia Dei,'' said a church source who 
works with the Swiss bishops' conference. 

He said the bishops questioned the com
mission's practice of granting indults of 
special permission to priests for celebra
tion of the Tridentine Mass, for example. 
They also wanted to know more about the 
nature and mandate of Ecclesia Dei and 
were concerned that it has no rep-
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Archbishop Marcel Lefebvre 
resentation from local dioceses, he said. 
Questions were also raised about the rela
tive independence of some reintegrated 
groups from local bishops, the source said. 

"When the pope created this commis
sion, it was an attempt to help in an inter
mediate or transition stage — not to create 
a new rite or a new institution. But some 
people now think maybe there should be a 

Archdiocese of Ottawa divided 
over traditional worship group 
By Mike Mastromatteo 
Catholic News Service 

OTTAWA, Canada — Ottawa Archbi
shop Joseph-Aurele Plourde has drawn fire 
after stopping efforts to establish a tra
ditional worship community that he sees as 
dividing the archdiocese. 

Father Pat Powers, a spokesman for the 
archbishop, said that although the prelate 
had initially supported the project, the four 
Vancouver priests who sought to establish 
the community had become "a source of 
division and controversy.'' Their commun
ity, called die Oratory of St. Philip Neri, 
had begun to draw Catholics opposed to 
Second Vatican Council liturgical reforms, 
he said. 

Archbishop Plourde's decision to ter
minate the project at the end of its "exper
imental period" raised an outcry among 
supporters of the community, who ap

pealed unsuccessfully to the Vatican and 
picketed the archbishop in protest. 

Father William Ashley, administrator of 
the liturgical community, said the charge 
of divisiveness "is only a perjorative way 
of defining our success.'' 

"I think die (arch)diocese was surprised 
that there are so many people who support 
this type of thing," he said. The priest ad
ded that he hopes whoever succeeds the 
74-year-old archbishop would be more 
sympathetic. 

Archbishop Plourde has ordered the 
fledgling community, which was being or
ganized in St. Brigid's Parish, to leave his 
archdiocese by Aug. 15. 

The oratories are autonomous societies 
of apostolic life that emphasize greater use 
of Latin during Mass, the public praying of 
vespers, Gregorian chants and other tra
ditional practices. 
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" If you're 55 years or older, we'd 
like your input on a Rochester 
based retirement community 
that would consist of small 
homes, townhouses and high-
rises with all conveniences. This 
is strictly a survey of your 
interests. As your may know the 
median retrlement age is grow
ing at a rapid pace,, yet avail
ability of such a communty Is 
not. We'd like your opinions 
including location ideas. Call us 
or Write. Another innovative idea 
from Farasti. 
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new rite. This was not die bishops' under
standing," he said. 

Widiin four months of its creation, Ec
clesia Dei had "regularized" four small 
groups of priests, religious and sem
inarians. Among mem was the Priestly So
ciety of St. Peter, an order of about 20 
priests and 30 seminarians, mostly drawn 
from Archbishop Lefebvre's society. In 
theory, this order could continue to grow, 
but new membership has slowed to a 
trickle in recent months. 

The commission, meanwhile, has gran
ted more than! 100 "celebrets" so mat in
dividual priests can say the Tridentine 
Mass. When tiiis request involves groups, 
the local bishop must grant his permission, 
too. 

Cardinal Paul Mayer, who heads Eccle
sia Dei, recently said some local bishops 
have not pushed hard enough in imple
menting the pope's plan to bring back 
Archbishop iLefebvre's followers. He 
noted that the [pope's letter unveiling Ec
clesia Dei asked bishops to make a "wide 
and generous"!application of the option for 
the Tridentine Mass, for example. 

Some "traditionalist" believers find it 
impossible, or nearly impossible, to benefit 
from the concessions" granted by the 
pope, Cardinal Mayer said in an interview 
wim the Italian-based magazine 30 Days. 
He quoted frdm a letter the commission 
had received from one layman who de
scribed a "feeling of desperation among 
traditionalist Catholics" because "bishops 
want to prevent a generous response from 
being given." 

In dioceses where bishops resist the con
cessions, the 78-year-old cardinal said, the 
schismatie movement tends to retain or 
pick up members. 
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LOGOS BOOKSTORE 
CELEBMIES » YEARS 

IN ROCHESTER 
On August 1, 1979, Fran and Mary Pierce 

with the financial, physical and spiritual 
help of many friends opened their Christian 
Bookstore on Ridge Rd. West in the Street of 
Shoppes. 

They offered Rochester a fresh new 
concept in ecumenism, making available to 
all denominations the Word of God (Logos) 
not only in Bibles, but also in books, music, 
cards and gifts. 

The store has grown from its original 1800 
square feet to its present size of 6400 square 
feet because it has filled a need in the area.. 
the need to have available a place where 
people can find scriptural answers to the 
many problems that face everyone in the 
various facets of their lives.. a place where 
teachers of God's Word can find help of all 
kinds to make their work more productive... 
a place where youth can feel comfortable 
and find God in word, music and friends... 
a place where the joy of Christianity is 
evident in service and human kindness. 

Logos Bookstore has been a dream come 
true for Mary and Fran, but "to everything 
there is a season." So in the fall a new 
generation will be taking over arid Michael 
and Erruly Pierce will be the new owners. 
Together with the help of their great staff, 
the philosophy of Logos will continue. 

"We have always placed our lives and the 
life of Logos in God's hands," says Mary 
and Fran, "and He has blessed us with 
success, good friends and wonderful 
customers. We are sure He will continue to 
do so, because the main purpose for the 
existence of a Logos Bookstore lis to bring 
people closer to Christ." 

Logos Bookstore of Rochester is a 
member of the national Association of 
Logos Bookstores located in Boston, 
Mass. 

DMC 3IIC one 

J^iffijC Thanks to all of you for giving us 
Store 

"10 Years" 
*33 

•™-—re I 

1979 1989 

Join us| for our BIG CELEBRATION on July 29th, 1989 
From 9:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

There will be lots of fun and something for everyone! 

Beginning Saturday, July 29th through Saturday, August 12th, we're 
having a big sale in our newly expanded store. 

20-70% OFF 
Selected Books, Bibles, Cards, Music and Gifts. 

i And as a special thanks to all our customers, we're having a "FABULOUS 
APPRECIATION GIVEAWAY." Stop in today and sign-up for an oppor
tunity to win one of three valuable prizes. (1st Prize: Weekend in Toronto; 
2nd Prizeh CD Player plus 10 CD's; 3rd Prize: $100 Gift Certificate to 
Logos). 

Note: Prizes will be given away Saturday, August 12, 1989. No cash values will be given in place of prizes. There 
is Bo purchase necessary to enter. No further discounts will be given on sale items. 
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