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The History of the Oberammergau. Passion Play

by Jean Brown
Jean Brown Travel

Passion Plays are being performed all

over the world, including several areas in
the United States as well as in Europe.
Without question, the most remarkable
reenactment of Christ’s life and death is
brought to stage at Oberammergau. During
the thirty year war (1618-48) the BLACK
PLAGUE ravaged throughout Europe lit-

erally killing one-third of the population. -

Cities, towns, and villages tried to seal
themselves off from the rest of the werld —
without success. Oberammergau was one
of those villages. Several woodcarvers re-
turning home (and infected with the Black
Plague) managed to ‘‘sneak’ into the
village. Fearing the worst, the townspeople

they were spared, they would reenact
CHRIST’s Life and Death every ten years.

- Miraculously, in 1634 they were spared —
and thus was born the most famous PAS-
SION PLAY in the world.

The play portrays the Passion of Christ
from his entry into Jerusalem to the Res-
urrection. It starts in the morning, ends in
the evening, and has a two-hour lunch
break. Villagers consider it an honor to be
chosen for speaking parts — so much so
that a rule that married women may not ap-
pear on stage usually results in weddings
being postponed until the end of the Pas-
sion Play season. No make-up is allowed.

Most men grow beards; clean-shaven men -

appear as Romans. The cast of about 600
actors, and a chorus and orchestra of 100,

: exhaustmg] performances.

For the Oberammergauers the Play is a
labor of love. The hundreds of actors, chil-
dren as well as adults, receive no reimbur-
sement for! their time and devotion to the
Their vow

is still the. most important thing in their
lives, and ‘with great pride they are now
preparing the presentation for 1990 of the
Oberammergau Passion Play.

The music for the Passion Play was writ-
ten in 1815 by the Oberammergau school
teacher Rochus Dedler.

The textiof the Passion Play was adapted
between 1850 and 1860 by the parish priest
.Alois Daxsenberger from Oberammeragau

The structure of the-play with its living
pictures from the Old Testament and the
acted scenés from the New Testament have
been retained.

Early this century a PASSION PLAY-
HOUSE was constructed, seating 5,000
spectators. While the stage is under open

air, framed by magniﬁcient Alpine scen-

ery, the auditorium is covered.

Oberammergau is situated in one of the
most- beautiful parts of the BAVARIAN
ALPS in Germany, about 1 1/2 hours from
Munich. .

Be assured it is not too soon to reserve
space for one of the many programs
offered to Europe including the Passion
Play. These tours run from May through.
late September and because of their popu-
larity, space is extremely limited.

For more information about the tours
visiting Oberammergau, call or write Jean
Brown Travel, 716/889-9090; 3220 Chili
Ave., Rochester, NY 14624.

of Oberammergau made a VOW that if  start rehearsing a year in advance.
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CRUISES » ESCORTED TOURS ¢ JACK TAR VILLAGESe

OBERAMMERGAU GERMANY

AUGUST 30 1990

Escorted by Fr. Michael Bausch
(St. Helen’s Parish, Rochester)

15 DAY TOUR INCLUDES:

. anate motorcoach to Toronto ® Superior First Class Accom.
* Airfare to Europe o First Class Seating at Passion Play
¢ Deluxe Motorcoach Trip " e Experienced Tour Director
. ka;ine River Cruise ¢ All Taxes

Europe... Hawaii... A Cruise...
| Whatever... Wherever...

Because members of our staff have travelled to every
major tourist destination in the world, our consultants
are able to tailor the best combination of air, sea and
land arrangements to suit your requirements to a “T”
... for “Travel.”.
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OTHER DATES ARE AVAILABLE
ALL SPACE IS LIMITED

$100.00 Deposit holds

[

The ‘Barn ‘Bazaar

ﬁudy

v. : your reservation ("

Clover Ntreet at Jefferson Road Jean E ASSURED... IT’S NOT TOO SOON ¢

Graper Pittsford, New York 14534 j TO RE%Ellé)Vlés YOUR | SPACE! g
Traevel (716) 385-3820 : 3220 Chili Ave. e ‘;

e YAIHOTd @ SYDIA SV ¢ SOMd IdOHNT

CAR RENTALSe SENIOR FARES « GROUP TOURS,

ITS TIME TO TAKE OFF !

SARGENT TRAVEL AGENCY - ,
) Where Your Vacation AOR BN“\MI\S
is Our Business JACK TAR c A‘Q,ﬁ,}i AN A_D#m :
From a weekend in Toronto to . TNGHT 1 CRUISE | "o OO .c20
the most exotic destination- our ALLANCLUSIVE VACATION rrom $799 TORONTO B3 599 Fones

BAHAMAS FROM $719

Al Jammm St Klt\\ -Pucrto Vallana,

experienced and caring agents
Puerto Plaia
MEALS DRINKS . WATER

will work with you and your : : _
budget to plan the vacation of SFORTS - & MUCH MORE
your dreams. . Call Us For Dewil

We also specialize in business Europe

Call Us For Details
and group travel. o gmm

FLY AAWAY |
And remember- There’s never PARIS $498 v acations ]| DEPART OF MEX1CO ¢

ieal ROME $598 From’ FROM PRON
any extra charge for our service! ATHENS $619 | LAS VEGAS $§62 2 nites [10R0NTO PR
> D&0 R

BRUSSELS $498 .
FLORIDA $257 2nites | cpmy aTL INCLUSIVE

GENEVA $498
= LONDON 3458 HAWAH $787 7nites |UNBELIEVABLE VALUE !!
$498 | RT. AIR. HOTEL. INCLUDED |  Rates Vary by Club & Dates
Call For Details Call Us For Details

Dc.bum from ‘NICA ersllcpavv RT per
235-5770

INCLUDING FREE AIR
OTHER GREAT
CRUISE DEALS
SUBSTANTIAL SAVINGS

Pkg Inc: 1 nite Ft. Lauder- |
dale, 4 nites aboard the
Funship “Mardi Gras™

2 nites in Orlando

Two Locations to Serve You

Seneca Arcade 88 Main St.
Midtown Plaza Downtown Brockport

546-3220 637-6873

_person and very seasonal. Call for detuls

ARISTOCRAT TRAVEL

PILGRIMAGE
TO MEDJUGORJE

Escorted by Fr. Mario Cafarelli, C.PP.S.
Parochlal Vicar, St. Jeromes, East Rochester

Razzle Dazzle New York Weekend The
PHANTOM
ol the

OPrRA

December 14th-17th $ 538

, * Includes round-trip air on US Air

* Three nights hotel accommodations based on double occupancy
* One Broadway Theatre ticket to Phantom of the Opera

* One Radio City Christmas Extravaganza Show ticket

* New York Group Tours Escort/Guide service for transfers

* All taxes, tips (except guide), and baggage handling (one bag p/p)
* Round-trip transfers

CALL US FOR OUR MANY CITY SPECIALS

Help Is Here.

Cruselink is a national network of
travel agents that enables your par--
ticipating local travel agency to
network with other agencies across
the country to give you the follow-
ing benefits.

~ SEPTEMBER 9-16
i $1119° per person

Includes: Round trip air from Rochester;
Breakfast and Dinner Dauly, Special Mass
Sept. 10th on Cross Mountain for the Feast
of the Exaultation of the Holy Cross;
optional Rome; plus much more.

DISCOUNTS-Savings of anywhere

Washi San Francisco  Reno Rome ~_ DONT DELAY... from $100 to $900 per cabin.
Bostog]gton S:rr: Dr;g{c)ls London  Los Vegas SPAFE IS EXTREMELY LIMITED! IPERS(?‘N AI.IZ|ED SIE VICIE-DeaI diréct-
3 H LL HANIE JONES TODAY with your local travel agency, no
New Orleans  Toronto Paris _Il’_hoemx CALL STEP ng .L ORMATION |¥n eé;%galr g,% a‘gabg; fM:UT
: uscon E.
544—4972 AND ITINERARY. Plan our tri (a)t chr convsenience.
s - WIDE SEL F SHIPS AND
380 E. Rldge Rd. : I;%SI? N (1781?):‘8? I:zsnado ITINERARIES- Hundreds of sailing
Josh\I'ravel . (near Seneca Ave.) AGENCY Rochestefnf:leY 145.26 dates available.
Service,Ime.  Rochester, New York 14621 INC ' . CRUISELINC MEMBER AGENCY
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