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Blackmun 
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have the constitutional power to prohibit it 
and would do so, but we skillfully avoid 
telling them so ," he said. "Perhaps those 
abortions cannot constitutionally be pro
scribed. That is surely and arguable ques
tion, the question that reconsideration of 
Roe vs. Wade entails." 

In its decision the court ruled by 5-4 
margins that a 1986 Missouri abortion law 
was within the Constitution in: 

• Declaring in a preamble that life be
gins at conception. 

• Forbidding the use of public funds, 
public facilities or public employees to per
form or assist at abortions except to save 
the life of the mother. 

• Requiring doctors to make appropriate 
tests to determine whether a fetus is viable 
in any case where the fetus may be 20 
weeks old or more. 

The court agreed unanimously that, for 
technical reasons, it did not need to decide 
on the constitutionality of another part of 
the law that forbids use of public funds, fa
cilities or personnel to counsel abortion. 

The sharp divisions within the court on 

'Never in my memory 
has a plurality announ
ced a judgment of this 
court that so foments dis
regard for the law and for 
our standing decisions.' 
Justice Harry A. Blackmun 

Now it 'appears the 
mansion ofconstitutiona-
lized abortion law, con
structed overnight in Roe 
vs. Wade, must be disas
sembled door-jamb by 
door-jamb, and never en
tirely brought down, no 
matter how wrong it may 
be.* 

Justice Antonin Scalia 

the substantive issues were evident in the 
fact that me case resulted in five separate 
opinions — three on the majority side and 
two on the dissenting side. 

Justice John Paul Stevens joined partly 
with the Blackmun dissent but wrote his 
own separate opinion in which he argued 
mat the preamble language on when life 
begins "is manifestly unconstitutional." 

The preamble to the law, Stevens said, is 
"an unequivocal endorsement of a reli
gious tenet of some but by no means all 
Christian faiths" and therefore "violates 
the Establishment Clause of the First 
Amendment." 

By placing the beginning of life at con
ception, he added, the preamble not only 
touches on abortion but "has substantive 
impact on the freedom to use contraceptive 
procedures," since some forms of birth 
control work by preventing implantation 
after conception, not by preventing concep
tion. 

Sister Mary Demise O'Brien, RSM, 
longtime diocesan school teacher 

Legislatures 
Continued from page 4 

The Minnesota legislature is expected to 
consider abortion restrictions when it re
convenes next February. Although the 
opening session is more man seven months 
away, the state Catholic conference .and 
other pro-life groups already have begun 
the groundwork needed to draft legislation. 

"One of the things we're looking for is a 
solid-gold analysis" of the court decision 
from lawyers for the U.S. bishops and for 
the state conference, said Monsignor 
James D. Habiger, executive director of 
die Minnesota Catholic Conference. 

The analysis is needed to draft legislation 
"that is constitutional and that will protect 
life as completely as possible," he said. 

Monsignor Habiger said the Minnesota 
legislature, controlled by Democrats, is 
considered to be "70 percent pro-life," so 
"a good package to protect unborn life" 
has a good chance of passing. 

"It 's a major issue and we will be using 
major resources, but we also are concerned 
that we don't become single-issue," Mon
signor Habiger said. "We have a single 
standard — life, from beginning to end.' \ 

Lawyers for Catholic and other pro-life 
groups in Pennsylvania also are "scrutiniz
ing" the court's decision in preparation for 
new legislation, said Bernard Shire, com
munications director of the state's Catholic 
conference. 

Pro-life activists in Pennsylvania will 
launch an effort to enact restrictions simi
lar to those upheld in Missouri and, per
haps, to go beyond those restrictions and 
bring new legal challenges to the 1973 Roe 
Vs. Wade decision, he said. 

Feast day Mass scheduled 
The Carmelite Monastery, 1931 W. Jef

ferson Road, Rochester, will host a special 
Mass in honor of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel 
July 16 at 8 a.m. All are welcome. 

The Pennsylvania legislature recessed 
June 3$, but will reconvene in September. 
"Hopefully, by men we will have legisla
tion ready," Shire said. 

Abortion rights advocates have made it 
clear they will work hard to stop the re
strictions. " I understand they will be 
spending money in a big way,'' he said. 

While the Catholic conference may not 
have the funding to match, he said, "we 
have a pretty good setup with the dio
ceses" to disseminate information and ra
lly supporters and letter writers. 

Sister Mary Denise 
O'Brien, RSM, who 
served 32 years in dio
cesan schools, died July 
4 at the „ Sisters of 
Mercy Motherhouse in
firmary, Rochester, fol
lowing a brief illness. 

She was 84 years old. 
Born Eileen O'Brien in Elmira on Jan. 

30, 1905, she graduated from Elmira Free 
Academy in June, 1924. She was an office 
worker in Elmira businesses until she en
tered the Mercy congregation at the age of 
42 on June 13, 1947. According to family 
members, she had wanted to enter the con
gregation earlier, but had waited until her 
mother's death. 

She was received as a novice on July 4, 
1948, and professed perpetual vows on 
Aug. 24,1953. 

Sister O'Brien's teaching career began at 
St. Ann's, Hornell, where she taught from 
1950-51 and 1971-78. She also taught at 

St. James, Rochester, (1951-62) and St. 
Helen's, Rochester, (1962-71). Through
out her career, she taught either first grade 
or kindergarten. She also did clerical work 
at Our Lady of Mercy High School, Ro
chester, (1947-48, 1949-50) and at Notre 
Dame High School, Elmira, from 1978-80. 

After retiring from school work in 1980, 
she joined the Omega Senior Sisters Com
munity at the motherhouse. In 1983 she 
moved to the infirmary. 

Sister O'Brien is survived by cousins, 
including Father Bartholomew O'Brien of 
Horseheads and Sister Rose Alma Hayes, 
SSJ, of Rochester; riephews and nieces, in
cluding Sister Mary Cornelia O'Brien, 
RSM, parish visitor at St. Patrick's, 
Owego; great-nieces and nephews; and 
great-great-nieces and nephews. 

Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated 
Friday, July 7, in the momerhouse chapel, 
with Father O'Brien as celebrant. She was 
interred at Holy Sepulchre Cemetery. 

Sr. Mary Gall, SSND, taught at Holy Family 
Sister Mary Vincentine Gall, SSND, 

who taught at Holy Family School in Ro
chester for 25 years, died Wednesday, 
June 28, 1989, in the SSND motherhouse 
in Wilton, Connecticut. She was 85 years 
old. 

I Born in Rochester Sept. 24, 1903, Sister 
Gall was a professed member of the School 
Sisters of Notre Dame for 55 years. 

Sister Gall taught at Holy Family from 
1949-57, before spending six years at die 
former St. Peter Orphanage in New Jersey. 

After teaching at St. Margaret Mary 
School in Rochester from 1963-65, she re
turned to Holy Family where she taught un
til 1982, when she returned to the SSND 
momerhouse in Wilton. 

Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated 
on Saturday, July 1. Interment was in St. 
Mary's Cemetery in Bethel, Connecticut. 

Donations in memory of Sister Gall may 
be made to: SSND Development Fund, 
345 Belden Hill Rd., Wikon, CT 06897. 
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TAKE OUT SERVICE 

Free On Premise Parking 

583 LAKE AVE. 

'(^ROCHESTER, NY. 14613 

> v (716) 254-1462 

^ 

Buy Fish Dinner, Get FREE a 12oz. can 
of Soda with this coupon 5/31/89 

J) 

t-% Maplewood Dental Offices 
Edward C Burel, D.D.S. P.C 

1295 Lake Avenue 
General Dentistry, Sat. & Eve. hours 

254-1570 
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EUGENE ANTHONY CIMINO, M.D. 
OPTIHAI-MOLOCY 

MEDICAL AND SURGICAL TREATMENT 
OF EYE DISEASES 

COMPLETE CONTACT LENS SERVICE 

LAC DE V I ILE PROFESSIONAL OFFICES 

HOURS BV APPOINTMENT ITO SOUTH CLINTON AVENl'L 

TELEPHONE (H61 244-2J00 ROCHESTER. NEft >0Rk I46l> 

Carl L DiVita, DDS 
Infants, Ch i ld ren , 
and Adolescents 

21 Un ion Hi l l Dr., Spencerport 
Corner Rt. 259 & Rt. 31 

Most Insurance Plans Accepted 

352-DOCS (3627) 

„£*$• 
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Dr. Frederick G. Herrick 
Preventive General Dentistry 

44 West Ridge Rd. 
(near Maplewood Park) 
- Office hours by appointment 

647-1348 
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John P. Vicaretti , D.D.S. 
General Dentistry 

139 Spencerport Road 
(across from St. Theodore's) 
Now accepting new patients 

458-2235 

PENFIELD 
OPTICIANS 

1822 PENFIELD ROAD 
PENFIELD, N.Y. 14526 

(716) 381-3410 
LARRY WHITESIDE 

LICENSED OPTICIAN 

Marian Carracmo RPT 
716/271 3380 

' SOUTHVIEW PHYSICAL THERAPY 
AND SPORTS REHABILITATION 
I 880 Westfall Road. Suite D 
I Rochester. NY 14618 

•Po<tt«tri«t» 

PiM 
J. DANIEL SUBTELNY. D D S . M.S. 

EDWARD SOMMERS, D.M.D. 

40 GROVE STREET 
PITTSFORD, N.Y. 14534 

hoot burgery 

Diabetic Foot Care 
bports 

Medicine 

Charles F. Coyle, Jr. D.P.M. 
Podiatric Medicine and Podiatnc Surgery 

Diplomatic American Board 
Podiairn. Surgm 
rellow, American 
College of root Surgeon*. 

<55 Wmion Rd N 
Rochester. \ \ 146lf 
654-8910 
Brownaofl area 

Joseph A. Infantine M.D. 
515 Beahan Road 

Rochester, NY 14624 
247-3610 
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Would you like to reach 110,000 prospective clients a week? 

Then try the Catholic Courier's new "Medical Directory" 

Call: Kathy Welsh at 328-4340 
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