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Compedium for choosing correct college

By Debra Cooper
Copley News Service

Once the college catalogs start
coming in, the mass of informa-
tion begins to get bewildering.
How are you going to make a sen-
sible choice among all the educa-
tional options available?

Too often, students looking for a
challenging college experience ig-
nore the choices, not even knowing

_what’s out there. Prominent insti-

tutions — the Ivy League schools,
for instance — are considered, but
many students don’t know there
are numerous small colleges are
worth looking at.

To sort this information, you
need a good guidebook such as
“Peterson’s Competitive Colleges
1988-89.” The information includes
full statistical breakdowns of high
school ranks, SAT percentiles and
ACT ranges for each freshman
class.

Attrition figures and percentage
of each college’s recent graduat-
ing classes going to graduate and
professional schools are also in-
cluded. In addition, the guide in-
cludes several helpful directories
such as a special section on select-
ed art and music schools.

Once a tentative list of possible
colleges has been drawn using
Peterson’s guide or another com-
prehensive college listing, it’s
time to get down to the basics.

Arco, publishers of “The Right
College 1988” offers these guide-

~ lines for choesing a college:

e The Major — You needn’t
know what your major will be;
most colleges do not require a de-
cision until sophomore year. But
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research the majors related to the
fields that interest you — and
check about minors and special
programs.

» The Location — Think serious-
ly about travel between home and
school, particularly in regard to
short breaks during the school
year. Decide which region of the
country you prefer. Check maps
for distance and accessibility.

¢ The Size — Think about how
large or small a school you wish to
attend. Find out the size of the stu-
dent body and what sort of dormi-
tory conditions are available.

+ The Environment - Decide
whether you would prefer an
urban or a rural environment. See
how far the college is from a
major city and what means of
public transportation you could
use

» The Odds — Be realistic about
your selections. Application choic-
es are usually made up of a long
shot, several probabilities and a
safety. Think about your qualifica-
tions and what the admissions of-
fices require.

» The Cost — Ask a financial aid
officer about loan plans, install-
ment payments, merit and athlet-
ic scholarships, work-study and
employment.

* The Social Life — Read an
issue of the school paper and look
for ads about parties, plays and
activities. Talk to students.

» The Sports — See what sports
the college offers. Some have ex-
tensive intramural programs as
well. Check about facilities and
how available they are for student
use. _

« The Affiliations — Find out
about the different clubs and re-

ligious affiliations at the school.

See how active they are, whether

they serve your interests, and -

what events they plan.

. » The Visit — Do visit the school
if that is possible. Arrange to have
your visit stretch over a weekend
and check out the popular student
hang-outs.

Howard Greene and Rot -
Minton, authors of “Scaling the
Ivy Wall: 12 Winning Steps to Col-
lege Admission,” also recornmend
the campus visit.

Their suggestions for making
the most of the occasion include
the recommendation that you visit
your first and second choice col-
leges after visiting others, Call
ahead to make an appointment
with the admissions office. Let-

ters, they say, take too long and
may result in inconvenient sched-
uling of your appointments.
Charles J. Shields, author of
“The College Guide for Parents”
suggests that college-bound ath-
letes have to do even more home-
work to make the right choice.
" He has compiled a list of ques-
tions to ask a college recruiter or
coach:

« What's the recruiter’s relation-
ship to the school? Is he or-she the

"head coach, assistant coach, an

alumnus or an admissions repre-
sentative? Assurances carry dif-
ferent weights depending on
whom they come from.

o Ask about academic programs
that interest you. Fire away with

specific questions about majors
and courses in your field.
« At which level does your sport

compete? NCAA Division I schools
offer athletic scholarships, some

Division II schools do not; no Divi-

sion III schools do as a matter of
policy. '

 Ask for details about athletic
scholarships. Are there any
strings? If you get benched, do you
start paying your own way from
then on?

+ How many athletes were kept
on scholarship after their eligibili-
ty had expired? Because of heavy
demands on their time, some col-
lege athletes take five years to
graduate. By their final year,
they’re usually ineligible to play.

» Will tutoring or counseling be
available?

» What will happen if youre
placed on academic probation? Do
you lose part of your benefits? All
of them?

« Ask the coach what he expects
of his players: time, commitment,
behavior, appearance,.etc. Decide
whether you can work with him.

» What advice would your poten-

tial teammates have for someone
like yourself? Talk to them, find
out what their experiences have
been.

“Remember,” says Shields, “if
you keep digging until you get the
answers to these questions, youw’ll
g0 a long way toward avoiding
misunderstandings between your-
self and the college you come to
represent as an athlete.”

T TG TR I G e e G T R Y L R S T S R N R R P S AR
. z)
Anne Murphy St. Gregory’s, Marion Coriey Krossber Newark Valley Kevin Massaro Kimberly Hinman
Colleen Pegoni Mari . Jason Randall Joshua Masson Susan Hunt
Kristen Radell on Carolyn Ruscio Scott Case LisaMastro Constance Kent
Janet Ranous Kari Bliek Timothy Schenk David Cooley Shannon McConville Heather Lapidus
Louis Restivo Lotrs Fonte Myles Standish Richard Creeley Stephenie McCormick William Manchester
Thomas Richens Barn;aarao(l}]od Glenn Van Neil JackDaly Kelly McGill Rhonda O’Connor
e ey R o
Riggi o . rian Flynn t e cl Porte
grefﬁ;yry Rebertson Kimberly Kuhn St. John, Port Byron Tessie Gladysz Julie Stevens Pancla Rossi
Scott Samolis S A Port Byron Michael Mallins Scott Thyroff Melissa Steinman
Michelle Sullivan Donid Thom ) Thomas Masters Carrie Wozniak Andrea Whitman
Julie Whiteside pson Daniel France Robert Mertson
Jason Van Gee ' Salvatore Giacona Robert Moulton . Pittsford Sutherland St. Mary’s, Auburn
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Judy Wessie gmﬁfry Pl(?lrom Richard Niznik Erin Bill ’
B . .o eather risano Tony Orokos
Hamlin St. Francis of Assisi, Cata-  Aben Rilk Dotid Romback Martin Biracree Auburn
Brockport tonk m\;it;lﬁd Julie Saunders Jennifer Brick Gregg A. Barn
ic ilder Regis r Christopher Caschette - Barnes
Melissa Bardeen Candor Shawns"l:‘l;;ﬁcr " Kerry Cunni Deborah Basile
Craig Chartier Connie Barn St. John the Evangelist, Gerald Thomas Peter Curran Sean M. Bergin
Paula Docteur b e ch Clyde James Travis Anthony Danicle David M. Bizzari
Bonnie Freeman Timothy Go Patrick Gleason Kelli L. Burns
Larry Kleehammer Eu'nox y Gowe Clyde-Savannah St. John the Evangelist, David Goldstein Julie A. Caleb
Tammi Knapp FIC Rern Julie Carr Rochester Robert Graner Rich Cardinale
Wendy Larson St the Apostl Matthew Carr . Kurt Hanson Christopher J. Cavanaugh
Scott Lawson . James ¢ postle. Joseph Colasurdo Brighton Robin Hartland  Tammy S. Chapman
Gregory Light Trumansburg Brad DeLeo Charles Henderson Amy R. Clapp
Shannon McLane Newfield Central Kip DeLisio Rebecca Bell Jason Humbert Stephen A, Commesso
Lorraine Purnell - Nicol DeVito Maureen Fitzgerald Bayne Johnson, Jr. Nancy J. Currier
Julianna Ramer Fred Bastian i Nicole DeSanto Adam Lenio Ardie J. Dandino, Jr.
Melanie Scorse Beth Ebel Kristine Fischette East Michael Lind Joseph E. DeCaro
Michael Smith Tammy Kubinec Nicole Giovanni ' Michael Lindsay John W. Donnelly
Danie] Tracey ! Tim Payne Ida Mae Henninger Maura Daly Kristina Logosh Scott Donnelly
Shelly Umber PalR lym Jennifer Hippert Jennifer Jaeger Chrissy Mahar Tracey Marie Dragone
Michelle Young Beverly Sexton Alicia Jackson Molly Mead Kristin A. Ferraraccio
; R.J. Sherman Tracy Kise Edison Davin Reddington Nikola M. Ferro
Hilton Kathy Weeks Timothy Larsen - : Kelly Rohrer Denise M. Gauthier
Andrew Antonucei Jeffrey Molisani William Andraszek Peter Russell 1’5'”'(:{ EG“(E,;';’:’
ew Antonucci Paul Molisani Gretc i aniel E. Green
Lee Antonucci Trumanshurg Amy Musolino Penfield Lisa sl:;ﬂesﬂlm th Martin D. Homick
James Easton Scott Bennett Diane Nicoletta . Kristin Stelzenmuller Jennifer E. Johnson
mcgi?ax%gﬁ Steve Culver Frank Nicoletta Robert Paresi Cassey Tanchick ;oseph M. Kohut
Ci : . Frank Paddock . . Li ler ammy Lammannis
Kimberly Kowalski Matthew Giroux Paul Peone St. Louis, Pittsford Pkt el Michelle A. Leone
Tina Marseglia Scott Liarshall John Pitzeruse Pittsford Mendon Jeffrey Vilenski Melissa M. Meyer
Lisa Nadworniak Su Lin Matthews Kim Selvek Mary Webb Jeffrey Moniz
David Rodak | Tricia Mazzella Jason Strakal Kelly Ault Christine Wetjen Lisa Nellenback
Timothy Slater Michael Riddle Eric Wood Kimberly Bond Michael V. Parker
Robert Wright Megan Sladish » Maureen Brown St. Joseph, Weedsport . Mark A. Poirier
David Smith . North Rose-Wolcott Christine Cholish Tracy Lynn Poole
Kendall Tara Smith Tracie Beldue Danielle Cassidy Weedsport Megan Reilly
Natalie Updike Michelle Luciano Karja Clark William R. Rouse
Kathleen Fahey James Ufholz Kelley Coady Brian Brooks Jeffrey M. Salvage
Lisa Harr : ¢ \ Gregory Vetter Gnan Michael Butler Laura J. Scollan
Arden Jock St. Januarius, Naples St g ;y he the Evangelist, Linda Oryski Gary CharltonTI John Steven Scott
Daniel Renz Mark Arsenault - JO € Kvangelist,  julie Brushaber Neil Cuff George Senft
P Qe Andrea Detro Newark Valley Maureen Holland Jennifer Di Carlo Scott Sherman
St. Fellx, Clifton Spl'lngs Margaret Hanggi Maine-Endwell Kelly Honegger ™ Stephen Dow Christian G. Steinbacher
Midlakes Karla Ann Heiderich Matthew Hyser Colleen Drury Elaine M. Steinbacher
Roger Hubbard Christopher Canestaro Timothy Kneuer Shannon Gray Christine A. Suslik
Alex Kelley Susan Kelly John Canestaro Marilyn MacLean John Hathaway Jennifer J. Tarby

Ten books

* Harry Bauld, “On Writing the
College Application Essay”
(Barnes & Noble). A former Ivy
League admissions officer reveals
his secrets.

* Ernest L. Boyer, “College: The |
Undérgraduate Experience in
America” (Harper & Row). 2
thoughtful book packed with infor-
mation and insights for students
and their parents.

* James Cass & Max Birbaum,
“Comparative Guide to American
Colleges” (Harper & Row). A con-
sumer-oriented guide based on
original research and data.

*» Donald G. Dickason, “Making
the Most of Your Campus Visit”
(Peterson’s Guides). How to make
the most of your on-campus col-
lege evaluations.

* George Ehrenhaft, “Write
Your Way Into College” (Bar-
yon’s). Offers suggestions for mak-
ing your college essay stand out.

¢ Howard Green and Robert
Minton, “Scaling the Ivy Wall: 12
Winning Steps to College Admis-
sion” (Little, Brown). A point-by-
point strategy covering every as-
pect of the admissions process.
With worksheets.

» Thomas C. Hayden, “Handbook
for College Admissions” (Peter-
son’s Guides) A family guide, with
ap;xcellent chapter on financial
ai

¢ Andrea L. Lehman, editor,
“Peterson’s College Money Hand-
book 1988” (Peterson’s Guides). A
comprehensive guide to scholar-
sali:iiips, college costs and financial

* Marian Salzman and Nancy
Marx Better, “Wanted: Liberal
Arts Graduates” (Anchor Press).
Subtitled: “A career guide to com-
panies that hire smart people.”

o Charles J. Shields, “The Col-
lege Guide for Parents” (Surrey
Books). Everything a parent needs
to know, from financial aid to
choosing a college.
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