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Violent attack draws range of plans for 'war' on crime 
By Father Paul Cuddy « 
Courier columnist 

Richard Cohen, the Washington Post 
columnist, writing of the attack on a young. 

, woman jogging in New York City's Cen
tral Park said: "We must declare war." 
Then he recommended a ' 'war plan'' being 
studied at the White House. 

The no-nonsense Pat Buchanan, whose 
autobiography Right From the Beginning is 
recommended, recoiled. "The Great So
ciety was going to deal with crime 25 years 
ago and a trillion dollars ago. Remember? 
We don't need more studies to tell us how 
to deal with savages for whom gang rape is 
'fun,' as one of the wolf-pack said from his 
cell block." 

Buchanan continued: "We are losing the 
war on crime because we are demoralized. 
The enemy is unafraid. And we will not 
win the war on crime until the fear that was 
pounding in the poor girl's heart, as tfie 
pack was running her down, is transferred 
to the hearts of the savages who assaulted 
hen" 

What a scenerio. A dozen teenagers go 
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ON THE RIGHT SIDE 
down from Harlem to go "wilding" in 
Central Park. They chased down a 
28-year-old woman who was jogging in the 
park. They beat her to the ground with a 
pipe. They smashed her face with a brick. 
When she quit fighting, exhausted, she was 
stripped, molested, gang-raped and left to 
die in a puddle. 

Buchanan comments: "Paralyzed with 
guile, equating evil with illness, worship of 
the 'process' and 'procedures,' our Lords 
Temporal have lost sight of the first pur
pose of law: Salaus Populi, the safety of 
the people. Until America's war against 
crime is taken away from the talkers, and 
turned to the people who know how to 
wage it, the barbarians will prevail, and we 

probably ought to get our women out of the 
parks." 

What a $tate of affairs. Many of our 
women are afraid to go shopping, or even 
leave their own homes for fear of muggers. 
An elderly friend of mine was mugged 
twice in Washington. She continues to suf
fer from a broken hip and spinal trouble, 
and will all her life. The first mugger es
caped. The! second got a light sentence. 
Consider our helplessness before die dope 
peddlers who demoralize much of our 
nation, especially the poor and disadvan
taged. We lock our churches after morning 
Mass, depriving our people of religious 
freedom. We have discontinued votive 
lights, a coqsolation to so many, for fear of 
arson from the vandals. You can add to the 
litany of iniquities perpetrated\>y savages, 
and appreciate Buchanan's suggestion: 
' 'Quit talking and take action to protect our 
people. This is a war of barbarians free to 
attack our qitizens." And our citizens have 
little redress against the barbarians. 

Some time ago I watched Governor 
Mario Cuomo during a question period on 

the television, as he defended his vetoing 
the capital punishment bill passed by the 
Senate and Assembly, which represent the 
will of me people. A questioner asked: 
"What would you do if some goon at
tacked your wife, molested and raped her? 
What would you do?" The governor re
plied: "I'd probably get a baseball bat and 
start out after the attacker to bash his brains 
out. But when I simmered down,, I'd still 
be against capital punishment.'' 

My reaction to his reply was: "I should 
hope that you would catch up widi the bar
barian before you had a chance to simmer 
down." 

Bleeding hearts speak of love of Jesus 
for all men. And this is correct theology. 
But I have never heard a bleeding heart 
quote the other part of Our Lord's admo
nition, which has on the one hand: "Come, 
you blessed of My Father," and the other 
hand, "To the wicked shall I say: 'Depart 
from Me, you accursed.' It seems a greater 
charity to save men and women from hell, 
than to encourage mem in their iniquities 
by down-playing their malice. 

Extremist rhetoric continues to define U.S. debate on abortion 
By Father Richard P. McBrien 
Syndicated columnist 

The abortion issue isn't going to go 
away. Indeed, it seems destined to tear 
apart the body politic for years to come. 

Until the U.S. Supreme Court's Roe v. 
Wade decision is overturned, protests 
against it will continue in full force. 

And yet if the decision were overturned, 
the battleground would only move to die 50 
separate states, where the conflict could 
become even uglier. 

Last month, a crowd of some 300,000 
demonstrated on behalf of abortion rights 
in Washington, D.C. A few months ear
lier, on the anniversary of me court's de
cision, a smaller, but no less vociferous, 
anti-abortion march was also held in the 
nation's capital. ^ 

In terms of their moral assessment of 
abortion, the two sides could not be farmer 
apart. In terms of meir political strategy, 
however̂  tfiey seem to be strangely in 
agreement. 

Pro-choicers and pro-lifers alike — widi 
exceptions, of course — have adopted a 
one-issue approach. For bom sides, only 
abortion counts. And that is precisely what 
troubles meir natural allies. 

Those who are otherwise sympathetic to 
me constitutional and civil- rights argu
ments of the pro-choice side — at me very 
least, mat abortion ought not to be totally 
prohibited by law — are nevertheless pro
foundly concerned about die pro-choice 
movement's apparent neglect of other is
sues important to women. 

These issues include day care, parental-
leave policies, long-term care for the elder
ly, and financial assistance for families in 
buying homes and in educating meir chil
dren. 

If me truth be told, mere are many in me 
pro-choice movement who simply aren't 

interested in family issues. "The focus on 
family," one of them told The New York 
Times recently, "runs me danger of deny
ing women's individuality.'' 

"The women's movement," she contin
ued, "struggled against the idea of defin
ing women solely in terms of their role in 
the family as mothers.'' 

That may well have been me case at one 
time, but many who are otherwise sym
pathetic to the pro-choice side are distur
bed by an apparent trend now in the op
posite direction. Congresswoman Barbara 
Kennelly (D-Connecticut) is one who wor
ries about this. The abortion issue, she told 
The New York Times, threatens to over
whelm other pressing issues, like day care. 

On me opposite side of me line, those 
who are otherwise sympathetic with the 
moral arguments of me pro-life side — mat 
abortion involves the unjust taking of a se
parate, innocent human life — are pro
foundly concerned about the pro-life 
movement's neglect of other important life 
issues, of the sort listed by me U.S. Catho
lic bishops. 

Indeed, many in the pro-life movement 
are in favor of capital punishment, which 
the bishops have rejected on moral 
grounds. Others are opposed to effective 
gun-control legislation. Still odiers uncriti
cally support military interventions in for
eign countries such as Grenada, Libya and 
Nicaragua, while odiers oppose the use of 
tax dollars for me poor, or "welfare 
cheaters" as they call them. 

Many who oppose abortion on moral 
grounds are indeed appalled by the strident 
rhetoric and moral obtuseness of vocal 
segments of me pro- choice movement. But 
they are reluctant to join die anti-abortion 
battle because mey don't wish to be identi
fied widi elements mey find equally dis
agreeable. 

ESSAYS IN THEOLOGY 
And so those in me center allow the abor

tion debate; to be defined almost entirely by 
the two extremes, even though die vast 
majority of U.S. citizens reject those ex
tremes. 

The extreme pro-choicers want abortion 
legal under any and all circumstances, but 
the American people have rejected mis op
tion again and again. A recent Newsweek 
poll indicates mat only 27 percent favor 
legalized abortion in any and all circum
stances, i 

The American people have also rejected 
the position of me extreme pro- lifers who 
want abortion outlawed in any and all cir
cumstances. 

The same Newsweek, survey indicates 

mat only 18 percent would support such an 
option. 

That leaves me majority of Americans in 
favor of legalized abortion under icertain 
limited conditions, like - rape, incest, 
danger to die mother's life, or radical de
formation of the fetus. Why do most Amer
icans feel this way? Probably because they 
recognize, as many fn me pro-choice 
movement apparendy do not, mat abortion 
is a moral as well as a constitutional and 
civil-rights issue. 

But these Americans also recognize, as 
many in the pro-life movement apparently 
do not, mat abortion raises constitutional 
and political questions as well as moral 
ones. For such Americans, it is not only a 
matter of right and wrong, but of adjusting 
to die stresses and strains of a pluralistic 
society. 

Those who stand on mis "middle ground 
can be certain of attack from bom die right 
and me left. But they should not forget mat 
me vast majority of their fellow citizens, 
inside and outside me church, stand there 
with them. 

Spirituality Institute set for St. Bernard's 
The fourth annual Spirituality Institute at 

St. Bernard's Institute, is scheduled July 
10-14. ; 

. Entitled ["Spirituality and Partnership," 
thisyear'sprogram will feature Rosemarie 
Freeney Harding and Fatiier Virgil P. Eli-
zondo. Among other things, Harding has 
served onl die staff of the Family Crisis 
Center in :Denver and is a practitioner of 
nutritional; healing, as well as a personal 
and family counselor. 

Fatiier Elizondo is me founding presi
dent of me Mexican American Cultural 
Center (MACC) and rector of San Anton

io's San Fernando Camedral. 

Sharing as partners in leadership of tiiis 
year's program — consisting of both day 
and evening sessions — 'will be Sister 
Maureen Servas, RSM, and Sister Peg 
Ganley, SSJ. 

Registration will.be limited to 200 peo
ple. No registration will be accepted after 
June 30. Call 716/271-1320, ext. 290, for 
information. 
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"When It's Feelings That Count." 

THE STREET OF SHOPPES 
1600 Ridge Road West (716)663-5085 

Complete Selection For Confirmation 

\ l ongues of Fire 
Descending Dove 

Breath of God 
Spirit of Love 

So like a gentle wind He falls 
Into the humble heart that calls. 

Rejoicing with you on your Confirmation Day! 

Special Gifts, Books & Cards 
' for Confirmation 

and all occasions 

• Plaques., 
• Prayer Books 

• Rosaries 
• Invitations 

• Greeting Cards 
• Bulletin Covers 

• Certificates 

Jewelry 

CHARED 
k j L I V I N G 

for older persons 
BROCKPORT 
65 Spring Street 

A single family home for five seniors 

• Affordable Housing 
• Security • Companionship 

• Independent Living • Maintenance 
Section 8 Certificates may be available 

for eligible applicants. 
For information on eligibility contact: 

THE HOUSING COUNCIL 
242 Andrews Street 
i • 546-3700 • 

EXPERIENCE 

CLOUD 9... 
PILLOW BACKS 

It's like walking on air? Stylish 
PILLOWBACK® shoes, cushion, 

cradle and support your feet. 
You'll see and feel the difference. 
And, available in a full range of 

men's and women's sizes, 
widths, styles and colors. 

LOTEMPIO 
SHOE STORE 

Rochester's Only Emstslde Orthopedic Shoe Store 

Mon., 1Ues., Wed. b Fri. 9-6; Thura. 9-8; S«t. 9-5 

Thursday, May 25, 1989 1 * 

will.be

