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ﬁ_‘m tertainment

Baseball, yachtmg prowde films’ settings

By Judith Trojan
NC News .

NEW YORK — Even if you're not a
baseball fan, you’re sure to enjoy ‘‘Major
League’” (Paramount), a lighthearted
‘comedy about some misfit ballplayers who
rally for one rousing last hurrah.

Although there’s nothing new here,
writer-director David Ward (screenwriter
of ‘*The Sting’’) has a fun time whipping
his team of losers into shape for the big
game. With over 30 years of losses, the
Cleveland Indians sit at the bottom of the
majors, which is fine with the team’s new
owner, Rachel Phelps (Margaret Whitton),
who hopes to close out one more season in
last place and move the franchise to
Miami. In return, she’ll win some cushy
perks for herself.

To reach her goal, Rachel hires players
least likely to succeed. Burned-out oid-
timers and oned rookies descend on

spring training and leave a trail of losses in
their wake. But these guys are survivors,
despite Rachel’s efforts to make their lives
miserable — forcing them to commute to
games in a broken-down propeller plane

' ‘ NC News
Corbin Bernsen, Tom Berenger and
Charlie Sheen (top to bottom) are
players for the Cleveland Indians in
‘“‘Major League.”

and depriving them of such locker-room
amenities as hot water. The team begins to
win some games thanks to the level-headed
manager, Lou Brown (James Gammon).
And when the players find out about Ra-
chel’s underhanded scheme, team spmt
soars and they go for the gold.

Strapped with a feel-good plot as old as
the hills, ‘‘Major League" is fun and ﬁmny
due to inspired casting and characters who
don’t take themselves too seriously.

Standouts include Tom Berenger as Jake -

Taylor, a onetime promising catcher with
bad knees who just wants one more chance
to play big-time baseball and another
chance with his former love, Lynn (Rene
Russo, a Susan Sarandon look-alike)

Charlie Sheen is a standout as steel-jawed
*‘Wild Thing” Rickie Vaughn, a rookie
punk pitcher with bad eyesight who *‘gra-
duated’’ from the California Penal League.

Corbin Bernsen (‘‘L.A. Law’’) is perfec-
tly cast as vain, pretty-boy Roger Dorn,
who is more concerned with his looks and
his stock portfolio than with catching wild
balls. Especially funny are Wesley Snipes
as Willy Mays Hayes —who can run fast,
but may never hit a ball — and ballplayer-
turned-actor Bob Uecker as the Indians’
sportscaster, Harry Doyle.

The most noteworthy aspect of “Major
League”’ is that it doesn’t sink in a sea of
*‘Rocky-itis.”” It does contain a boring love
story, but it takes a back seat to the base-
ball action. And, thankfully, this movie
features none of the other soapsuds norma-
lly found in feel-good movies. The guys
are likeable, their humor is light and their
win, though expected, is rousing. ‘‘Major
League’” shows that team spirit can actu-
ally be fun.

Due to much locker-room language .and
two implied sexual trysts, the U.S. Catho-
lic Conference classification is A-IIl —
adults. The Motion Picture Association of
America rjﬁ'\ng is R — restricted.

‘Dead Caim’
Australian Phiilip Noyce (‘‘Newsfront’”)

shows some real flair as a director of sus-
pense in ‘‘Dead Calm’’ (Warner Bros.), a

ATTENTION:

Parents, Grandparents, Relatives and Friends

of 1989 High School Graduates

Graduation Day. It’s a special day filled with bright hopes, proud accomplishments, and
exciting plans for the future. A day that deserves a special kind of recognition. Like a
personal méssage included in the Catholic Courier’s “Congratulations Grads™ page! This
special page will appear in the Catholic Courier’s 1989 Graduation Supplement, an
annual commemorative issue that makes a valuable keepsake for the graduates and their

families.

[

For $10, you'll have a small box ad to relay your own unique message, be it humorous
or heartfelt. And it will be a nice way for your graduate to preserve the memory of their

graduation day.

So take advantage of this special opportumty and clip out the coupon below. Then send
your message and a $10 check by Wednesday, May 24th to:

.-----_------——_ - a— m—

i Catholic Courier Graduation Issue
l . , 1150 Buffalo Rd. -
Rochester NY 14624
special graduate all the best on their graduation day. I've
1 enclosed a check or money order for $10 along with this coupon containing my
| message. (Please limit message to 20 words or less):

l Yes, I'd like to wish my
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Deadline: Wednesday, May 24th '
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Sam Neill and Nicole Kidman stand on the deck of their becaimed yacht in

‘“‘Dead Calm.””.
taut psychological ‘thriller that will keep
adult audiences on the edge of their seats
from the opening credits to a suprising but
implausible denouement. Unfortunately,
Noyce jacks up the intensity of his well-
paced scenario, based on the 1963 novel by
Charles Williams, with unnecessary snip-
pets of graphic violence that many will find
off-putting and gratuitous.

John and Rae Ingram (Sam Neill and Ni-
cole Kidman) are taking a much-needed
restorative Pacific cruise aboard their

yacht, the Saracen. An Australian naval
officer, John has his hands full comforting
Rae, who is agonizing over their young
son’s death in a car accident.

The devoted couple’s time at sea is heal-
ing until they are descended upon by a
young American, Hughie Warriner (Billy
Zane), who rows frantically away from his
decrepit schooner, the Orpheus, which is
sinking nearby.

Hughie blames food poisoning for the

Continued on page 24

TV networks seen as responding
to grass-roots protests of ‘sleaze’

By Richard H. Hirsch .
NG News

'NEW YORK — There’s a fresh wind
blowing through NBC, CBS ABC fol-
lowing a remarkable series of grass-roots
protests against what many parents see as a
new wave of objectionable programs on
network television.

Ironically, the protests have not been
directed primarily at the networks, but
rather at the advertisers who buy time on
network shows.

Among the significant results of the
protests are the following:

® Pepsi withdrew its commercial featur-
ing Madonna because of complaints from
such organizations as the Rev. Donald
Wildmon’s American Family Association.
Pepsi said the organization ‘‘confused’’ its
ad with the singer’s controversial ‘‘Like A
Prayer’” video, which appears on the mu-
sic-video channel MTV.

® Domino’s Pizza canceled its ads on
NBC'’s ‘‘Saturday Night Live’’ because of

ANALYSIS

““offensive skits,”” which also were cited
by the American Family Association.

e Terry Rakolta, a Michigan housewife,

complained to the sponsors of the Fox net-
work situation comedy ‘‘Married ... with
Children” and drew solicitous responses
from concerned advertisers.

® Christian Leaders for Responsible
Television, an orgamzatwn connected to
Mr. Wildmon, announced that following
its analysis of the April 27-May 24 ratings
‘“‘sweeps’’ period, it intended a one-year
boycott of one or more of the ‘‘leading
sponsors of sex, violence, profanity and

-anti-Christian programming on televi-

siont.”’

* Amid all this activity, CBS and NBC
announced the appointment of new leaders
of their “‘resurrected’’ standards and prac-

Continued on page 24
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