By Sharon Williams
Copley News Service

In a fantasy world filled with
laser tag, video warfare and dolls
that rival Helen of Troy in physi-
cal perfection, children sometimes
need to get their feet firmly plant-
ed back on the ground.

What better way to bring them
back to their roots than by putting
them to work in a garden?

Many parents who are green
thumbs themselves have cultivat-
ed that same interest in theu' chil-
dren.

Willing to work, eager to learn,
fascinated by Mother Nature’s
magical touch and motivated' by
results, children oftentimes make
the best gardeners when — like
plants — the conditions are right.

Following are a few tips to get
your children growing:

* Start small: Mark off a back-
yard plot that will produce a
modest harvest, but won’t
overwhelm, especxally when it’s
time to weed.

e Let the children help choose
the crop: Forget the squash if it's a
loser at the dinner table; young

gardeners are apt to be more dedi-

cated to a garden filled with fruits
and vegetables they like to eat.

If that list is limited, fill in with
easy-to-grow annuals and fun
crops such as sunflowers and

pumpkins.
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(Formerly Culver Ridge Tree Service)
238-6346 * 244-8160

1 Specializing in tree trimming,
branches, topping, cable bracing,
: ornamental pruning, tree
removal as well as spring clean |
ups and landscaping
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Family farming can be entertaining

For the tiniest gardeners, con-
sider fast-germinating seeds and
fast-growing plants, since pa-
tience is rarely a virtue at their
young age.

* Develop the plot: Gather ey- |

eryone around a large square of
butcher paper, and let them map

out the different crop locations

with crayons or empty seed pack-

. ages and tape.

* Scale down the tools: Invest in
real tools, but those that children
can easily handle, such as a trowel
for digging and a blunt-edged,
short-handled hoe for loosening’
the dirt.

Consider a tool’s weight as well
as height before buying. Some im-
plepem companies offer scaled-
down tools designed just for kids.

* Keep it simple: From sowing
to harvest, children need to be
nurtured in the garden.

Gear duties to fit the child by
relegating simple tasks such as
watering and dirt clod-smashing
to the youngest gardeners, and
more demanding jobs such as
‘mulehing and soil preparation to
older, stronger green thumbs.

 Show off the harvest: Encour-
age young gardeners to enter that
killer tomato or colossal beet in

- the county fair; 4-H groups have

frequent competitions, and reward
young green thumbs with ribbons
for their efforts. :
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47 Loweii St. — Rocnester, NY '

Enjoy A Safe, Attractive, &
Protected Driveway

With a Chem Seal™ treatment
applied by trained professionals.

« Provide a "non-skid" safety surface
« Beautify your paved area

* Reduce maintenance -

« Prevent water penetration

« Resists gasoline & oil penetration

“WARRANTY.. Sealing material is guaranteed against ﬂakmg
chipping, & peeling for one full year. :
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» “Rooted in the past...

NURSERY AND
GARDEN CENTER %
Monroe County’s B35

Oldest and most
experienced nursery

WE OFFER
HARD—TO—FIND
PLANTS TREES &

*SHRUBS

HAPPY MOTHER'S DAY
§ FI}OM OUR NURSERY
!  TO YOURS!
-~ HUNDREDS OF GIFTS —
i  FOR MOM
Including Hangng Baskets,
Annuals. and Perennials

Growmg toward the future’’

485 Landmg Road N.
(In Brighton Between
Blossom and Penfield Roads)

Hours::Mon-Fri 8-8:30 Sat 8-6, Sun 8-5

¢ Get help from resources:
Books, such as the Brooklyn Bo-
tanic Garden’s handbook, “Gar-
dening With Children,” and “Let’s
Grow! 72 Gardening Adventures
With Children” (Garden Way) are
sprouting with good ideas for

‘ways to make gardening child’s

play.

* Seek gardenmg alternatives: If
you don’t have the space for so
much as a carrot seedling, check
out a community garden project
in your area. Many kindergartens,
day-care centers and schools in-
clude gardening as part of their
course study
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“The leference — for over 27 years']
+ Timber and] Masonry Walls
-
: Patio - Walkwy Construction
. Plnmm; Iawn removal and installation

. Garden mmn?nmgmme and grooming
* Lawn mowing
‘s Thatching - lawn rennovation
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® Snow !
» Firewood sales
* Fence inswllation . .
From initial planning through planting
and maintenance, we're equipped and
ready to handle any job — Large or

Small, Commercial or Residential.
— CALL US TODAY! —
"Mention you saw this ad in the

Catholic Courier, and receive a
10% Discount.

(New customers only please).

P.O. Box 25173
— _Rochester, NY 14625
=(716)671-3939
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. Creekside
' Greenhouse
(Cotner Vintage & Long Pond)
‘We Are Ready to
Spring Back Into
Your Gardensl!

. ® We have 9 Greenhouses full
of Annuals, Perennials and
‘vegetable plants along with
a large selection of hanging -
baskets.

Buy from the grower—stop in for
a sneak preview starting April 28.

Hours: Mon.-Sat. 108
Sun. 10-5

WEED WITHOUT
BENDING

With the EASY WEEDER:" you
can now have a weed-free lawn and
garden without back stress and dan-
- gerous herbicides.

0 $1 6.95 plus $3.00

A L
shipping and handling
VISA, MC or check

A
/1 WWARNICO/USA
59 Rutter St.
Rochester, NY 14606
1-800-451-1118

except NY state

1-800-537-0047
NY state

& make the most of your
leisure time...

986-7758 or 388-0106

‘Distinctive Landscaping at
Reasonable Prices
e Complete Design & Installation Sérvice

* Specializing in brick and stone work,
walks, patios, walls.

THE NORTHFIELD LANDSCAPE CO.
| (716)381-2046
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