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Mooney oommumty trymg to save school

By Rob Cullivan
Staff writer

» GREECE — The announced closmg of
Citdinal Mooney High School in June of

- this-year has engendered a tremendous

émotional reaction from the school’s com-
inunity. Yet, despite hundreds of pledges
of financial support to keep the school
open, even some of the most sympathetic
‘observers think- it may be too late to save
the school.

In this case, the saying might be, ‘‘too
much, too late,”’ rather than “‘too little; too
lite.”” Many parents and alumni have
scrambled to mount an impressive attempt
to save the school from its financial woes
following the diocese’s announcement on

* Wednesday, April 26, that Mooney was

closing due to an operating deficit- of
$700,000 and declining enrollment.

More than 400 parents packed the
school’s cafeteria on Sunday afternoon,
April 30, to vent their anger and concern at

-

a meeting called for by members of the
school’s executive committee, Mooney s

. local governing body.

Originally, 30-40 people planned to meet
at a local restaurant to organize a larger
gathering for Wednesday, May 3, accord-
ing to David Michael Barry, a school par-
ent and one of the organizers. But word of
the meeting spread, and the organizers felt
it necessary to move the event to Mooney s
cafeteria.

Most of the participants signed a petition
asking Bishop Matthew H. Clark and the
school’s- board of trustees to meet with
them no later than May 14 to answer ques-
tions regarding the school closing -and to
explore any options to save the school, ac-
cording to Dave Resch, chairman of the
school’s executive committee.

Almost 300 people signed pledges to
contribute money to the school, Resch
said, though he doubts the group’s actions

Private school rejected;
parish council may sue

By Rob Cullivan
Staff writer

ROCHESTER — The Diocese of Ro-
eliester has rejected a proposal to create a
parent-run Catholic school in the building
currently housing St. Anne’s School, but
six parish council members plan to pursue
further action against the diocese, possibly
incourt.

The proposal was the final attempt by the
school’s administration, staff and parents
to résist the diocesan-ordered closing of St.
An”n’e’s School in June of this year, which
was announced in late February.

“The closing pitted the wishes of the par-

ish;council against the wishes of Monsig- -

nor'William N. Roche, St. Anne’s pastor.
The: parish council had voted 6-3, with 3

tions, to- keep the school open
through June, 1990, but Monsignor Roche
overrode the vote by going to the diocese
for approval ‘of his desire to close the
school.

The offer to separate St. Anne’s School
from the parish and.make it a private
school was tendered more than two weeks
ago by Robert Edelman, school principal.
In rejecting the proposal, Sister Roberta
Tierney, diocesan director of the education
division, stated she was upholding the de-
cision of Bishop Matthew H. Clark to dis-
allow any appeal of the school closing.

But the parish council’s battle with the
diocese and Monsignor Roche is not over
yet. Tom Cantin, a member of the parish
council, said the six members of the parish
council who had voted to keep the school
open plan to file a claim with the Center for
Dispute Settlement: against Monsignor Ro-

che, Father John Mulligan, moderator of
the Pastoral Center, and Bishop Clark.

The claim will charge that each.party
breached an implied contract with the par-
ish council and the school by closing it. In
Monsignor Roche’s case, the claim states
that he violated the parish’s constitution by
ignoring a series of steps to be taken in the

event that the pastor opposes a parish

council decision.

Those steps direct the pastor to inform
the parish council of his decision within
one week of the meeting at which the de-
¢ision was made. Then the pastor must
submit a written statement explaining his
decision one week-before the next parish
council meeting. Finally, if two-thirds of
|the council members vote to appeal the pas-
‘tor’s decision, it must go to the bishop for
arbitration.

The parish gouncil will also claim that
Father jgan and Bishop Clark brea-
ched an fuplied contract with the parish
council. The implied contract was that the
school would femain open through June,

1990, if enrollment increased from:

1987-88 to 1988-89, and if the parish put
into place a bingo plan to raise money for
the school. Both steps were taken, Cantin
said, but the diocese nonetheless supported
Monsignor Roche in his decision, rather
than the parish council.

The claim was to be filed by the middle
of this week, Cantin said. If all three par-
ties refuse to deal with the parish council
members through the Center for Dispute
Settlement, -then the matter may go to
court, Cantin said.

will reverse the decision to close the .

school. -

As of Monday, May 1, Father George
Norton, diocesan spokesman, said the dio-
cese had not been formally requested to
meet with any group associated with
Mooney.

The meeting is. a sign of hope, sald
Brother Lawrence Atkinson, school
spokesman and assistant principal, but it
will take alot of pledges of money in a few
weeks to save the school, he said, noting
that the school has not had great success
raising funds to meet its needs in the last
few years.

Still, ‘‘anything is possible at this
point,’’ Brother Atkinson said. He remark-
ed that the school’s board of trustees would
be open to any plan that can guarantee the

-

for the Arts and the New York State
Council on the Arts.

A Mother’s Day Special

Mausic And Dance

Our Lady of Mercy High School
Blossom Rd. ¢ Rochester, N.Y.

Tickets: $10 advance/$12 at door
Tickets Available at Ticketron®

local Irish

Cherish the OQWS

A National Concert Tour featuring an ensemble of

- some of the country’s finest Irish-American women
performers, produced by the Ethnic Folk Arts Center
with the generous support of the National Endowment

Concert of Traditional Irish ™

Film, “Did Your Mother Come From Ireland?’’ 5:30 P.M.
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long-range financial health of the school.

Most of those frustrated by the closing
said they had no idea the school was suffer-
ing financially, according to Resch. He ad-
ded that if the announcement of the closing
had been delayed for two or three weeks,
the executive committee could have sought
alternative means of financing the school.

However, school officials considered
and rejected several plans to keep the
school open, according to Brother Atkin-
son, mainly because the school’s mounting
financial woes limited time for action.

One plan involved a private group buy-
ing the school from the Holy Cross Broth-
ers, the school’s operating order. But the
plan, which was valid for only three days,
did not meet the requirements of either

Continued on page 11

Hosted by the Combaltas Ceoltiori
Erieann-Tom Finucane Branch and
the Ancient Order of Hibernians
with funding from the New York-
State co on the Arts.

Spo
like Conchita
($15 a month)

CHRISTIAN FOUNDATION

For CHILDREN
& AGING

Founded and directed by
CATHOLIC LAY PEOPLE.

YOUR
CHILD

For Informaﬁon/Advance Tickets/Group Rates: (716) 288-5043

onsor A Child

15 MONTHLY PROVIDES A NEEDY
ITH: NOURISHING FOOD, MEDICAL

CARE, the chance to GO TO SCHOOL and
HOPE FOR THE FUTURE. YOUR CHILD WILL

GROW IN THE DAILY KNOWLEDGE OF GOD’S
LOVE AND YOUR LOVE.

Lmle Canchna lives in a small vxllage in the moun-
tains of Guatemala. Her hguse is made of cornstalks,
with a tin roof and din ﬂoor. Her father struggles to
support the family as a day laborer. Your concern can
make the difference in the lives of children like Conchita.

FOR THE CHILD WHO IS WAITING
"You can make visible GOD'S LOVE.
(Mexico, Guatemala, Honduras, E! Salvador,
Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Colombia,
Let the little chzldren come unto me. Venezuela, Peru, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Philip-
- Mark 10:14  pines, India, Kenya).

D Y E | would like to share my blessings with a
S needy child.

Automatic Speed
__Control
Your “‘silent
chauffer’” for
easy driving.

- You will receive a photo of your child, description of
" your child’s country, family history, translated letters,
. & quarterly newsletters!

Plus you will receive the personal satisfaction of
helping a child in need.

ACHILD WHO MOST
I would like to sponsora [ boy [ giri [] NEEDS MY HELP

These custom control modules
duplicate the factory controls in-

D $45 for three months.
D $180 for the entire year

| am enclosing D $15 for first month
U $90 for six months

WIPO?tmg oie:o :gtee\dv’mﬁg::lg T e ' T tcannot sponsor a child at this time, but | enclose my gift of
wiper, horn and headlamp func- . |+ PR N - : e , , ~ i
tions Whel{e apphcable. Full year | . l CHRIFS'(I"IRAN FOUT:g:TION ease send me more information on sponsoring a child.
warranty—no mileage limitation. ! &AGING NAME
. | Attn: Robert Hentzen
.| gbert ADDRESS
. 13001 Wornall Road CITY. STATE 2P
]

Kansas 8[;;0 ﬁg%zijlj-mss Male checks payable to: CHRISTIAN FOUNDATION FOR CHILDREN & AGING (CFCA)
' Member: U.S. Catholic Mission Association Nauonal Catholic Development Conference
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