
Ruff resigns as basketball coach at Kearney 
By Richard A. Kiley 
Staff writer 

Citing increasing personal and profes
sional commitments, Mike Ruff last week 
resigned after three years as Bishop Kear
ney High School's boys basketball coach. 

Ruff, who came to Kearney from 
Aquinas Institute, compiled a 20-42 record 
with the Kings. He took over a program 
that had won just seven of 35 games in the 
two seasons prior to his arrival at the Cath
olic high school on Kings Highway. 

The Kings were 7-13 last season, al
though they may have given Kearney fans a 
peek at things to come by taking top-seeded 
Newark to the limit in the second round of 
the sectionals two months ago. The Reds 
eventually squelched the Kings, 79-67, but 
had to overcome two eight-point deficits in 
the process. 

Ruff said that next year should be an ex
citing one for basketball fans at Bishop 
Kearney. "That's the biggest drawback to 
my leaving. If I stayed another year or two, 
I could have watched the program really 
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Mike Ruff is stepping down after 
three years at Kearney. 

turn around,'' Ruff said. 
Recent changes in bom his personal and 

professional life have tabled his coaching 
days for awhile, Ruff said. He was married 
last year, and also began a full-time job, 
teaching accounting and economics at 
Monroe Community College. In addition, 

the former Fairport High School and Le-
Moyne College basketball standout is 
working part-time for a Rochester-area 
realtor. ! 

Ruff arrived at Kearney after guiding a 
senior-laden Aquinas team to the Section 5 
Class AAA basketball final against Frank
lin in 1986. He was 43-38 in his four years 
at the Dewey Avenue high school, but con
tinuous setbacks stymied Ruffs ability to 
turn Kearney's basketball program around. 

"We had some real bad luck with some 
kids. All sorts of catastrophes hurt us , " 
Ruff said. In addition to losing two players 
to Rochester city schools because of aca
demic problems, the former coach of the 
Kings lost an outstanding basketball talent 
in R.D. Long last summer when Long 
abruptly transferred to Webster for his 
senior year. 

Kearney's future on the court looks 
much brighter, however, as only two key 
players will be graduating this year. Two 
recent additions to the program, Rene Ing-
oglia and Burt Richardson, should make a 

Lennox propels Mooney with her pitching, hitting 
By Richard A. Kiley 
Staff writer 

With the exception of a 6-1 victory over 
Nazareth Academy last week, Cardinal 
Mooney's girls softball team has been win
ning games this spring with scores more 
frequently seen on the gridiron rather than 
the softball diamond. i 

Paul Forte's Cards (3-0 league, 5-0 
overall) are hitting an impressive .337 as a 
team this season after lambasting Greece 
Athena, 17-0, under the lights at McAvoy 
Park last Saturday, April 22. Not even 
near-freezing temperatures could cool 
Mooney's bats as Marisa Shackelford 
(three RBI) and Liz Furey (two RBI) ac
counted for five runs. 

Cheryl Lennox continued to dominate 
opposing batters, pitching five-and-
two-thirds perfect innings against Athena 
before allowing a single to Amanda Rice 
with two out in the sixth. Lennox retired 
the last four batters in order to settle for a 
one-hitter. The Mooney senior struck out 
eight and did not walk a batter. 

Lennox has been getting the job done at 
the plate as well. After going 2-for-4 
against Athena last Saturday, she is hitting 
.571 with seven RBI. Lennox collected two 
hits and two RBI in Mooney's 6-1 win over 
Nazareth. 

Mooney's bats have been blazing in their 
first five wins of the season, which have 
included a 16-3 victory over Bishop Kear
ney, a 21-5 drubbing of Wilson and the 
17-0 rout of Greece Athena, t h e Cards, 
who are averaging nearly 14.5 runs per 
game thus far, also scored 12 runs during a 
win against Aquinas earlier this month. 

Entering their game against Mercy at 
Cobbs Hill on Monday, April 24, the 
Cards had not committed an error in two 
consecutive games, Forte added. 

Nazareth (2-i league, 5-1 overall) re
bounded from the loss to Mooney by beat
ing Mercy, 16-8, last Thursday, April 20, 
then sweeping a doubleheader from Martin 
Luther King Jr. High School during the 
team's annual trip to New York City last 
weekend. 

After narrowly defeating MLK in the 
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first game, 13-12, Nazareth exploded for 
18 runs in an 18-3 whitewash in the second 
game. Junior Melissa Creamer collected 
six hits during the two-game sweep. 

Nicole Olley picked up the win in the 
first game. Michelle Morgan and Amy At-
tridge combined their efforts to win the 
second. 

Olley has been on a tear at the plate early 
this season. The senior pitcher was 
11-for-13 (.846) entering Nazareth's 
weekend series against MLK, and was 
3-for-7 during the two-game series. Olley 
had a career game against Aquinas Mon
day, April 17, when she went 5-for-5 with 
four RBI in Nazareth's 17-9 winover visit
ing Aquinas. 

April Vella has also been hitting die ball 
extremely well. The senior outfielder was 
3-for-3 in Nazareth's win over Mercy, and 
drove in five runs. 

Our Lady of Mercy (1-4) has been find
ing the going tough early this spring. Mike 
Baxter's Monarchs dropped a 13-10 de
cision to Fairport last Saturday, April 22. 
The loss was Mercy's fourth in a row since 
a 20-14 win over Brighton in its season 
opener. 

Shabby defensive play has been costly 
for the Monarchs thus far. Mercy commit
ted eight errors during its 16-8 loss to Na
zareth, a factor that Baxter attributed to 
inexperience. Defensive miscues also hurt 
the Monarchs in a 33-6* thrashing at the 
hands of visiting Marshall last Friday, 
April 21. 

Junior shortstop Kim Caccamise has 
been one of the few bright spots. The 

Mercy co-captain was 10-for-17 (.588) en
tering die Mooney game on Monday. She 
had three doubles and one triple to. go along 
with 10 RBI. 

Junior outfielder Elizabeth Kowal has 
nine RBI for the season. 

Hits have been few and far between for 
coach Dave Riesenberger and Bishop 
Kearney (0-1 league, 1-3 overall). The 
Kings have been outscored 49-8 in their 
three losses, which have come-against 
three of me best teams in the Rochester-
area — Mooney (16-3), Webster (18-0) 
and Penfield (15-5). 

Kearney's lone win thus far came against 
Gates-Chili, 15-3, on April 14. Shari Bell 
had three hits and five RBI in the win over 
the Spartans. 

Aquinas (1-3) got its first win under new 
coach Carol Jones last Wednesday, April 
19, when the Little Irish pummeled host 
Harley Allendale Columbia, 20-6, in a 
non-league softball game. 

Kathy Thies had five hits in the AQ at
tack. 

Aquinas was coming off an 8-4 defeat at 
the hands of Penfield on Wednesday, April 
19. 

Over in Section 4 Class C, Elmira Notre 
Dame (1-1 league, 3-2 overall) blasted host 
Elmira Free Academy, 15-2, on Friday, 
April 21, behind the hitting of Mary Valent 
and Bobbi McMail. 

Valent,; a sophomore, and McMail, a 
freshman, had three RBI each for ND, 
which was coining off back-to-back losses 
to Susquehanna Valley, and Horseheads by 
scores of 7-3 and 15-0, respectively. The 
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We received 13 correct entries 
identifying the third base coach 
as the person that usually gives 
signals to the batter. 

The winner was Andy Statt of 
Rochester. 

SPORTS TRIVIA 

j This week's question: 
• How many innings is a 
| starter allowed to pitch in 
• the major league all-star 
! game? 
1 A; 
I 

Name: 

Address:. 

C i t y : _ i _ State: 

Zip Code:. 

School: 

I Rules: 
Each week, the Catholic Courier, in conjunction with Locker Room 

|Sports will feature a Sports Trivia contest. All you have to do to enter is 
.answer the question, fill in your name and address and the school you 
•attend (if applicable), cut out the coupon and send it in to the Catholic 

ICourier. If more than one correct entry is received, a drawing will be 
held and one winning entry will be drawn. 

I If yours is the winning entry, you will be mailed a certificate 
redeemable for $10.00 OFF any purchase of $25.00 or more at Locker 

I Room Sports, 560 W. Ridge Rd. 
J All entries must be received within seven days of this paper's issue 
Idate. winning names and answers will be printed,the week following 
•each drawing. 
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big impact next year for the new coach. 
Also, the JV Kings were 16-2 last winter. 

Ruff said that die Kings will also benefit 
from playing more comparable competi
tion next winter, and will see bigger city 
schools only once. 

"The table is set for Kearney to have me 
team that can turn it around next year," 
Ruff said. "That's what makes it a little bit 
sad for me to be leaving. You always like 
to go out on top, but the time was right.'' 

Ruff said he is ' 'leaving open'' any plans 
to return to coaching. 

Kearney Athletic Director Nick Teta, 
meanwhile, is accepting applications for 
varsity basketball coach. Ruff said he'd 
like to see current JV basketball coach Jack 
Rosati get me job, but — like Ruff — Ro-
sati does not work at Kearney. Many 
school officials prefer to hire coaches who 
teach in the school. 

Rosati guided Harley Allendale Colum
bia to me Class C basketball championship 
in 1986. 
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Marshall's Lisa McNamara beats out 
the throw to Mercy first baseman 
Erin Baumer. 

game against Horseheads was cut short in 
the sixth inning after the 15-run rule was 
enforced. 

Melanie Crisco was 3-for-4 with four 
RBI in ND's second win over Athens. 
Crisco was 2-for-5 in the win over EFA. 
Bobbi McMail has pitched all five games 
for Notre Dame. 

THOUGHT 
ED A NEW 
SSION... 

Lots of people who 
drove into AAMCO 
thought the same 
thing But more than 

hall of them did not purchase 
a rebuilt transmission 

Because often, a minor problem mimics the same 
symptoms as a major transmission problem That's why 
AAMCO started the Multi-Check diagnosis 

So you may not need a major overhaul AAMCO will tell 
you what you need . .and give you an exact price Before 
the work is done 

And should the diagnosis reveal an internal transmission 
problem, you'll receive a firm pnce quote for a rebuilt or 
reconditioned transmission. "At an affordable pnce. too 

So come ir> (or an AAMCO Mufti-Check diagnosis It's 
ammt to bam four daetsfon on tacts, not taar. EtpacJaf-
ty whin fScts'are horn. 

*On most late-model end manual shttt cars, there will 
be a charge if an internal examination is needed tor a 
firm price quote. 

SYMPTOM 

Won I shitl out gl Id i ! gear 

Sti'tts Too Soon Encesstwe 
While Eriuusl Smoke 

Skips aGeai Hard or Harsh 
Reverse i. ngagement 

Won I Go m Drive oi Reverse 
Won 1 SUM m Park oi Neutral 
Starts in Drive or Reverse 

No Passing Gear 

Susy* ci hf st G u ' 
Won! Sn.fl 

•Prices will vary dep€ 

TOSSJSU CAUSE 

Vacuum Hose leak 

Defective vacuum 
Modulator 

_ BandMisadiusled 

Snrfl linkage 
Mtsadiusted 

Passing Gear 
Lmkaw 
Misadiusied 

Tmoriie linkage 
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mdkad/on year an 
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Domestics $15123 
Imporb S19-S30 

$15 S?7 Safeguard 
Serves and Band 
Adjustment 

Adiust 510 Si3 

Adfusi V* $10 

Adiusl $4 $10 

d make of car 
H lymplom it caiMd by •« hrtmri bmnriMidn oatlinction, 
a tnnMnitsion owrhaul may b* raquliad 

THE AAMCO MUUWHECK DIAGNOSIS: 
IT COSTS YOU NOTHNG TO SATE A LOT. 

Offer good at the following independently owned 
and operated AAMCO Transmissions Centers 

WORLD'S LARGEST TRANSMISSION SPECIALISTS 

We Are Approved For Most 
Extended Warranty Service! 

325-4620 
AAMCO 
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