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The shame of failing to fight for educational rights 
By Father Paul J. Cuddy 
Catholic Courier columnist 

The following is excerpted with permis
sion from a November, 1988, editorial in 
Columbia, the Knights of Columbus mon
thly magazine. 

"I don't care if I can't afford a new pair 
of shoes," Mrs. Emma Black, a widowed 
factory worker from Chicago told The New 
York Times. "I'll get that money for Catho
lic school somehow." She was explaining 
that she was willing to sacrifice to send her 
son,~Tirrell, to Our Lady of the West Side 
School in Chicago. She must raise $700 a 
year for tuition. 

Mrs. Black is a Baptist. At Our Lady, 
each class day begins with prayer, and Tir-
rell must take religion class and attend 
Mass. The Times asked if this bothered 
her. Mrs. Black said that widi the public 
schools held hostage to drugs, guns' and 
gang violence, the last thing a parent wor
ries about is "what a child might hear in a 
church pew." 

Mrs. Black knows that if Tirrell is going 
to escape the inner city, he must have a 
good education. She also knows that nearly 
two-thirds of the students who graduate 

from Chicago's inner-city Catholic 
schools go on to college. She knows that 
her son would be five times more likely to 
quit school in the public system than he is 
in the Catholic system. 

So Mrs. Black sacrifices to come up with 
tuition payments. Her struggle is even 
greater man it should be because she must 
pay twice for Tirrell's education: once 
through tuition, and again through public 
taxes. Tirrell Black may not enjoy tax-
funded educational benefits because his 
mother chose to send him to a non
government school. 

This society penalizes Mrs. Black for 
fully exercising her constitutionally-
guaranteed right to religious freedom by 
choosing the education her son will 
receive: This is absolute injustice. And as 
is usually true, the burden of this injustice 
falls most heavily on the shoulders of those 
who can least afford to pay me penalty. 

The irony is that this situation is perpe
trated by powerful secular interests mat 
seem to think that religion, particularly 
Catholicism is far more hazardous to 
America's children than are the drugs and 

ON THE RIGHT SIDE 
violence that haunt the public schools: 
Hence, they scream "unconstitutional" at 
every suggestion that parents who choose 
non-government schools for their children 
have a right to enjoy educational benefits 
purchased with their own tax dollars. 

Will there ever be justice for Mrs. Black 
and others like her? Will she ever be able 
to choose a non-governmental school for 
her son widiout paying a financial penalty 
for her choice? 

That will only come when Americans 
stand up and fight for it, when mey demand 
it of their elected officials. And now is the 
time to start. 

The above account from Columbia mon
thly magazine recalled an incident. In 
1944, shortly after D Day in World War n , 
I was stationed with the 9th Air Force near 
Cambridge, England. One day I went to 
Cambridge and sought out the only Cadio-
lic school in the city. The teachers were all 

laymen, not religious sisters or brothers. 
The headmaster showed me around. "How 
do you finance the school?'' I asked. 

"The institution has to put up the build
ing and the facilities," he explained. 

. "Then die government pays for teachers 
and maintenance of die school.'' 

Widi complete stupidity I said: "Oh, in 
tM States we don't bother widi mat. Our 
people take care of die school com
pletely." 

The Headmaster glared at me and said: 
"In me first place, we couldn't afford it. 
And in me second place, don't you believe 
in fighting for your rights?" 

Because we have not fought for our 
rights, Mrs. Black is making a great sacri-. 
fice to give me best education possible for 
her son, Tirrell. Praise her. And let us 
blush for ourselves who have allowed our
selves to be doubly taxed to give our chil
dren mat which is meirs by right. 

The Good Shepherd leads us by example, not force 
A WORD 

FOR SUNDAY 

By Father Albert Shamon 
Catholic Courier columnist 

Sunday readings: (R3) John 10:27-30; 
(Rl) Acts 13:14, 43-52; (R2) Revelation 
7:9,14-17. 

The smaller the excerpt, the more impor
tant the context. Sunday's Gospel is only 
four verses — the conclusion of die dis
course on die Good Shepherd. The focus, 
however, is not on die Good Shepherd, but 
on die sheep. 

As sheep belonging to die Shepherd, we 
are invited to realize mat we are protected, 
cared for and given life. We are invited to 
become aware mat we have been created 
by love, have been known and loved for
ever. We are invited to follow the Shep
herd who is one with die Famer and who 
can mus bring us to the green pastures of 
eternal life. 

But echoing diroughout all of Sunday's 
readings is me fearful possibility mat we all 
can choose not to follow die Good Shep
herd. 

Paul, as was his custom, preached first 
to me Jews. But when mey rejected his 
good news, he turned to me gentiles. John 
speaks of mose who had survived die great 
period of trial and were shepherded to die 

springs of life-giving water. Many did not 
survive. Jesus said, "My sheep hear my 
voice ..: mey follow me." That was the 
eye of a storm. For just after tiiese words, 
John says mat some of die Jews reached for 
rocks to stone Him. 

There will always be tiiose who hear His 
voice and mose who will not listen. For 
there is one gift God has given us; and He 
will not take it back till deatii. It is our free 
will! 

Our Lady at Medjugorje plays again and 
again on this uieme of free will. "Wimout 
you," she said, "die Lord cannot realize 
what He wishes. The Lord has given each 
one a free will, and you can dispose of it" 
(Jan. 30, 1986). 

" I cannot deprive you of your free will" 
(Aug. 7, 1986). 

"I wish to guide you everyday, more 
deeply into prayer — but I cannot force 
you" (Aug. 14, 1986). 

Of the group she is guiding in mystical 
prayer, Our Lady said one day, "I cannot 
talk to you, your hearts are closed.'' 

Thus, every one of Our Lady's messages 
at Medjugorje begin wiui " I invite you." 
Invitation demands a free-will response. 
The Gospel is an invitation. So mere are 
uiose who respond and mose who do not, 
as in die three readings. 

Those who respond to me Good Shep
herd and Our Lady are uiose who act here 
and now on what mey hear. What would 
have happened if Mary did not respond to 
die angel at the moment of the Annun
ciation? Or if Joseph did not take Mary and 

her child and flee into Egypt the very night 
the angel warned him? Or if St. Francis of 
Assisi did not immediately act on me 
words of Jesus, "Go rebuild my church"? 

For over eight years, Our Lady has been 
urging us to make a decision for God and 
for love and against Satan. You must de
cide for God, she says, else you decide for 
Satan. For you cannot drive in neutral. 
You must decide! You must decide to go to 
monthly confession, to pray the rosary 
daily, to fast on Wednesdays and Fridays 
as best you can. 

We must beware lest our hearts be har
dened, like footpauis, dirough constantly 
shrugging off die messages of God and His 
mother; lest we become superficial, like 
rocky ground, dirough a false sense of be
ing with it; lest we choke off die word by a 
naturalism that relies solely on human en
deavor. 

Anouier response to die words of die 
Good Shepherd is to became shepherds 

ourselves: to help omers in stormy weaui-
er. 

Jesus said uiat where two or mree gatiier 
in his name, mere he is in meir midst. Why 
two or mree? Why not one? 

Because, as Qoheletii put it, "Two are 
better uian one ... If one falls die omer will 
lift up his companion. Woe to the solitary 
man! For if he should fall, he has no one to 
lift him up" (Ecclesiastes 4:9-10). 

People who say, "Jesus, yes. The 
Church, no," do not understand the Gos-
•pel. Jesus established die church to be a, 
support community, a family, whereby weJ 

can help and be* helped, pray for and be 
prayed for, encoura"ge others and be en
couraged. 

He said, "By this shall all know you 
are my sheep, if you love one anouier as I 
have loved you." 

"See how these Christians love one an
ouier" has always been a witness of uie 
church in an unloving world. 

"When It's Feelings That Count" 
THE STREET OF SHOPPES 

1600 Ridge Road West (716)633-5085 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION & CONFIRMANTION GIFTS FOR 1989 
Traditional and .Contemporary 

• Veils, Head 
Bands, gloves and 
purses 
• Ties and Arm 
Bands 
• Rosaries, Books, 
Communion Sets 
• Statues, Plaques, 
Crucifixes 
• Invitations, 
Greeting Cards, 
Decorations, 
Napkins, Plates, 
Cups, Cake Toppers 
• Gifts, Pendants, 
Religious Crosses 
and Medals 
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Think 
Spring! 

The Catholic Courier will be printing a Special Spring Home & 
Garden Supplement in our April 20th, 27th, May 4th and May 11th 
issues. 

We hope to offer a few helpful tips for the outdoor green thumbs 
and even a couple of home sprucing suggestions. 

If you or your business is interested 
in advertising in this Spring-time 
section, please call the Catholic 
Courier's Advertising Department at 
(716)328-4340.-

Special Discounted Rates(including color) 
and sizes are as follows: 
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1/16 page 
1/8 page 
1/4 page 
1/2 page 

2-3/8" X 4" 
5" X 4" 
5" X 8" 
10-1/4" X 8" 

$50.°° 
$100." 
$200.°° 
$400.» 

Full page 10-1/4" X 15-3/4" 

Copy Deadline: 
April 14 

$800." 
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