
Holy See protests funding 
of testing on abortifacient 

UNITED NATIONS (NC) - The Holy 
See has protested U.N. funding for 
research on the abortifacient drug RU-486, 
which dislogdes a fertilized egg from the 
womb. Developed in France, the drug re
portedly causes side effects of nausea, 
vomiting and abdominal pain. Speaking on 
behalf of the Holy See, Auxiliary Bishop 
James T. McHugh of Newark asked, "Is 
the clinical testing to be carried out on 
women in developing countries? Our dele
gation expresses strong opposition to the 
clinical testing of unproven and possibly 
harmful drugs on people in developing 
nations ..." Bishop McHugh's statement 
also observed that U.N. funding for the 
drug runs "contrary to the position taken 
by the 1984 International Conference on 
Population ... (which) was concerned with 
safeguarding me health of women and dis
couraging abortion..." 

Court rules on racketeering 
WASHINGTON (NC) - A federal ap

peals court ruling that 24 pro-lifers demon
strating at an abortion clinic violated a fed
eral anti-racketeering law could threaten 
free speech rights and prompt a Supreme 
Court clarification, pro-life and civil lib
erties activists said. In a decision March 2, 
a three-judge panel of the Third U.S. Cir
cuit Court of Appeals found the 24 pro-
lifers in Philadelphia violated a federal an
ti-racketeering law by extortion and by use 
of "fear, harassment, intimidation and for
ce" against an abortion clinic. An attorney 
for the pro-lifers said the panel's ruling 
was being appealed to the full appeals 
court. 

Carmelites ordered to leave 
WASHINGTON (NC) - The Vatican 

has ordered four Carmelite nuns barri
caded in the infirmary of their New Jersey 
monastery for the past five months to leave 
and said that the fifth nun, who is 72 years 
old, may remain if she "promises obe
dience:" Mother Teresa of the Trinity 
Hewitt, prioress of the Discalced Carme
lite monastery in Morristown; said March 
6 that the barricaded nuns had not respon
ded to the letters sent to each of them by 
Cardinal Jerome Hamer, head of the Vati
can Congregation for Institutes for Conse
crated Life and Societies of Apostolic life. 

Archbishop to fight sanctions 
WASHINGTON (NC) - Citing 

"widespread discrimination in hiring" and 
abuse of illegal aliens, Archbishop Roger 
M. Mahony of Los Angeles said he will pe
tition the U.S: Catholic Conference to or
ganize a coalition to fight government 
sanctions against employers of. illegal 
aliens. He also urged the federal govern
ment to institute a "conscience clause" 
that would exempt non-profit and church-
run institutions from employer sanctions 
and allow them to hire illegal aliens. 

Chilean cardinal doubts threat 
WASHINGTON (NC) - Chilean Car

dinal Juan Francisco Fresno Larrain of 
Santiago has expressed doubt that military 
officials will make good their threat to 
arrest Auxiliary Bishop Sergio Valech Al-
dunate, also of Santiago, for his refusal to 
surrender medical records held by a church 
agency. The officials have demanded the 
records as part of their search for evidence 
in the case of a suspected guerrilla. 

orld & nation 

AP/Wide World Photos 
Residents of Caracas, Venezuela, carry the body of a man killed during rioting last week against price in
creases. The uprising has caused as many as 50 deaths and 500 injuries, police estimate. 

Historian regards church as declining 
By Sister Mary Ann Walsh 
NC News 

WASHINGTON — The United States is 
"living through a genuine revolution" and 
its Catholic Church is in "serious de
cline," according to Monsignor John 
Tracy Ellis. 

But in the decline, the church in the 
United States is following a pattern seen by 
the entire church throughout its long his
tory, Monsignor Ellis added. "The nearly 
2,000 years of the church's life" has been 
marked by "dying here, being born 
there," he said. 

Monsignor Ellis, the premier historian 
on American Catholicism, said that curren
tly the church is in a "very, very serious 
period of decline," the most serious one in 
its 200-year history. 

The 83-year-old scholar spoke about the 
state lof the American church in an inter
view with National Catholic News Service 
for the bicentennial of the establishment of 
me U.S. church. The church in the United 
States officially was established in 1789 
when Father John Carroll was named the 
first bishop of the newly created Diocese of 
Baltimore. 

The American church's current down 
cycle* is being-influenced by a revolution 
taking place in the nation, said Monsignor 
Ellis, who lectures at The Catholic Uni
versity of America. 

"I have read about revolutions, taught 
about revolutions, but I never thought I 
was going to live through one," he said. 
"Well, I'm very definitely living dirough a 

•revolution." 
"Society's in tumult," he said. "All the 

accepted dungs of the past are largely on 
die sidelines. And the morals of me people 
in general have taken a very, very grave 
downward course.'' 

"Divorce, separations, the abuse of 

children, the utter permissiveness of sex 
— I mean diese are things mat simply did 
not exist in the United States a generation 
ago. They're a product of me break which 
came roughly in the 1960s which brought 
on this revolutionary condition.'' 

"The church can't help but be affected 
by it," he said. "She doesn't exist on 
Mars. She existsJiere." 

He described the decline in Mass atten
dance as a "a drastic drop" and said it is 
me chief sign of trouble in the church. "If 

one were to compare the Mass attendance 
on Sundays and holy days of obligation 
witii those of our co-religionists in France, 
in me Netherlands, in other places — we 

smcik very good," he said. "But we are 
down drastically from what we were in the 
1960s. It's a fall-off." 

As a historian he said he could not pre
dict where the revolution and decline 
would lead. "The data is too elusive," he 
said. ''It may change within 48 hours.'' 

Sponsor A Child 
like Marita 

($15 a month) 
CHRISTIAN FOUNDATION 

For CHILDREN 
& AGING 

Founded and directed by 
CATHOLIC 1 AY PEOPLE. 

YOUR $15 MONTHLY PROVIDES A NEEDY 
CHILD WITH: NOURISHING FOOD, MEDICAL 
CARE, the chance to GO TO SCHOOL and 
HOPE FOR THE FUTURE. YOUR CHILD WILL 
GROW IN THE DAILY KNOWLEDGE OF GOD'S 
LOVE AND YOUR LOVE. 

You will receive a photo of your child, description of 
your child's country, family history, translated letters, 
& quarterly newsletters! 

Plus you will receive the personal satisfaction of 
helping a child in need. 

Let the little children come unto me. 
*e*Be* — Mark 10:14 

Little Marita lives in a small village in the mountains 
of Guatemala. She struggles to survive by selling corn 
tortillas which she helps to make by hand each night 
Your concern can make the difference in Marita s life. 

FOR THE CHILD WHO IS WAITING 
You can make visible GOD'S LOVE. 
(Mexico, Guatemala, Honduras, El Salvador, 
Dominican Republic, Colombia, Venezuela, 
Peru, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Philippines, India). 

S T O P B A S K M K N T I . I .AKS A M ) I) A M P N K S S 

WATE R P R O 6 F I N G 

•Free Basement Inspections 
•Patented System 
Life Of Home Warranty ^ 

Everdry of Rochester 
k l ) . . R ( ) ( III S i l k 

235-3355 

•
V C C ' w o u , d , i k e to share my blessingswith a 
l t d needy child. 

A CHILD WHO MOST 
I would like to sponsor a U boy I_J girl U NEEDS MY HELP. 

I am enclosing 

D $15 for first month I I $45 for three months. 

• $90 for six months $180 for the entire year 
I I I cannot sponsor a child at this time, but I enclose my gift of 
$ to be used for the EMERGENCY FUND for Children. 
I 1 Please send me more information on sponsoring a child. 
NAME 

CHRISTIAN FOUNDATION 
FOR CHILDREN 

& AGING 
Attn: Robert Hentzen 

President 

13001 Wornall Road 
Kansas City, MO 64145 

1816)9419100 
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