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Polish flag with the word Poland in English 
and Polish written on it, and tank treads 
crossing it. Jeff said he painted it to com­
memorate the 50th anniversary of the inva­
sion of Poland by Germany on September 
1,1939. 

In a similar vein, he has .created pieces 
bearing the words "Gwaltownosc Nies-
konczony," which he translated as "end­
less outrage." The words contain the Nazi 
swastika and the hammer and sickle of the 
Soviet Union to recall the conquest of Po­
land by those nations. Poland, he added, 
has been the victim of foreign conquests 
since 1795, and even today remains under 
the control of the Soviet Union. 

Perhaps the most striking piece in the 
collection was a painting depicting the 
word Auschwitz — site of one of die most 
infamous concentration camps of the Nazi 
era — written with flaming, fluorescent let­
ters superimposed over barbed wire. The 
plastic front of the painting opens in the 
middle, and when the painting is seen 
under black light, the word seems to flame 
out of an oven door. 

Auschwitz is a corruption of a Polish 
word meaning to illuminate, enlighten or 
teach, Jeff explained. The irony of the 
flaming name is heightened by the inclu­
sion of barbed wire in the painting, he said. 
He referred to barbed wire as one of the 
greatest American inventions because it al-
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lowed cattle to be raised in herds to provide 
food, yet remarked that "today it is synon­
ymous with part of a prison, of a concen­
tration camp." 

Among his other Polish inspired works 
were a piece containing signatures of Po­
lish natives who have contributed to world 
history, several works featuring the name 
of Karol Wojtyla (Pope John Paul U), a 
portrait of the pope, representations of the 
Solidarity labor union logo, and a repro­
duction of the Madonna of Czestochowa. 

Jeff explained that the original icon of 
the Madonna has taken on both religious 
and political significance to the Polish peo­
ple. "This is something to rally around," 
he said. "The British have the Crown. The 
Americans have the flag. The Polish have 
the Madonna." 

Jeff, who is a member of St. Thomas 
More Parish, incorporates religious themes 
into his work as well, but he is reticent to 
speak about faith.' 'I think it's an extension 
of ourselves, a reaching put to the best of 
ourselves," he said. 

One painting, for example, focuses on 
the people gathered around the base of the 
cross at the crucifixion of Christ. Jeffs 
purpose, he said, was to show the "gamut 
of emotions beneath the cross, die emo­
tional impact of it ." 

He also painted one piece bearing the 
words "Forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us . " Jeff said he 
created this work to point out that the 

Lord's Prayer "is not a constant thing:" 
He noted mat in other languages and ver­
sions "sins" is translated in' different 
ways. " I think 'sins' is far more meaning­
ful than 'debts' or 'faults' or trespasses,' 
he said. 

Jeff uses words in many of his works, re­
flecting his background in graphic arts. 
Because most of his work as an artist has 
been done for the printing industry, he is 
aware of words a ow the art will work 
with words even ni his non-commercial 
efforts. He expressed dismay at what he 
perceives as a lack of writing ability in 
people today, and a movement away from 
reading. 

This lack of appreciation for the written 
word, coupled with forgetting the past, is a 
dangerous trend in society, Jeff warned. 
"George Santayana said those who will not 
remember the past are condemned to ̂ re­
peat it ," he explained. "If you don't talk 
about something, the other fellow will/say 
it couldn't have been mat bad. After a 
while, they will say it didn't happen/' 

In creating his Polish-inspired works, 
Jeff said he was trying to preserve at least 
one part of the past — a part that could be 
lost as succeeding generations move fur­
ther from their immigrant heritages. 

"Most of it will die out with us , " Jeff 
said, referring to first-generation ethnics 
such as himself. "All of this will be forgot" 
ten. So if some of it is remembered because 
of my paintings, good." 

In his depiction of the crucifixion, 
Jeff chose to fociis on the crowd 
rather than on Christ to ^ry and 
reveal the range of emot ions and 
reactions they felt. The exhibit in­
cluded more than 50 works' ranging 
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